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Forest Resources Act
• Forest Resources Act (FRA) came into effect January 31, 

2011.
• First post-devolution, modern, 

Yukon legislation.

Forest Resources Regulations
• Provide more detailed interpretation of the FRA;
• Contains more prescriptions on areas such as:

- Required contents of Plans;
- Forest Resource Roads (See Part 7)

Operational Standards
• ‘The Director may develop management guidelines, 

standards… for forest resource harvesting.’ (FRA Reg. S.23)
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Forest Resources Management Plans
• FRMPs take into account the principles set out in 17.5.5 of UFA.
• Planning process/es set out in the FRA include provisions for joint 

planning committees for planning public land and settlement land, 
notifications for public and first nations input.

• An FRMP provides identification of land base for Timber Supply 
Analysis, followed by Annual Allowable Cut (AAC) determination. 

• FRMP Highlights:
– Describes state of the Planning Area (eg. based on assessment reports)
– Provides management direction for multiple values, for example:

• ‘Strategic Directions from Key Issues’
→ Focal Species;
→ Landscape Connectivity

• Summary of Landscape Units. See Key Values.

– Canadian Council of Forest Ministers (CCFM) – Goals, Objectives and Indicators

• Dawson FRMP completed March 2013
– Work of the Planning Team – extensive inputs (TH, DoE, public, industry…)
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Forest Resources 
Management 

Plans
1.Identify potential 
land base

2.Forest 
management 
directions

3.Identification of 
specific features.

Timber Harvest 
Plans

1. Refines land base 
to find blocks and 
road access 

Development Plan

Site Plans

1. Cutting Permits

10-20 years 5 years 1 year

Planning Levels

Landscape Level Watershed Single site

Operational Plan
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Planning Scales

•Forest Resource 
•Management Plan
•1:250,000
•Strategic
•Regional/Traditional 
•Territory

•Timber Harvest 
•Plan
•1:50,000
•Development
•Watershed 

•Site Plan
•1:10,000
•Operational
•Cut Block
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Harvesting Licenses

Key Tenure Types Limits Other

Fuel Wood License May be issued for up to 
20,000m3 over 5 years

Not assignable, will require a timber harvest plan

Forest Resource Permit Not exceeding 3 years Used for non commercial timber harvest, or 
commercial use of other forest resources when 
and if required

Timber Resources 
Licence

Volumes apportioned from
AAC or Annual Limits,
Not exceeding 10 yrs, with 
option for one time 
renewal of 10 yrs.

Limited when Forest Resource Management 
Plan is absent
Will require a Timber Harvest Plan,
More than one operator may be in same area. 
Assignable by Ministerial agreement
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Forest Resources Regulation 
Forest Resources Roads

• The purpose of the regulation is to ensure forest resource roads 
are constructed, maintained, used and decommissioned in an 
appropriate manner.

• The regulation does not address the decision to build a road, this 
is done through planning. However tools are provided within the 
regulation to manage access.

• Roads built to access forest resources are not roads under the 
Highways Act.

• The regulation requires that a construction, maintenance or 
industrial use of a road be authorized by a permit and sets out the 
basic requirements of a permit, including fees. It also provides for 
exemptions under certain circumstances.

• Maintenance of an active Forest Resource Road is mandatory.
• Requirements are included for safe use, and for restricting use or 

closing roads as required, eg. for seasonal access.
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Forest Resource Roads

• Forest Management Branch regulates these roads.
• Road Use is part of a Cutting Permit 
• Can allow for use by other industries, in order to reduce 

or eliminate the duplication of access onto the land base 
(and linear disturbance).



Winter Road
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Operational Standards

• Standards support and implement the Regulations. 
Standards are mandatory and Guidelines are best 
management practices.

• During FRA development, these operational 
standards were developed through Technical 
Advisory Groups consisting of FMB and DoE Staff. 

• These documents were taken out for targeted 
review, for 90 days in conjunction with the 
regulations.

• Development of further Standards is ongoing.
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Approved Operational Standards

– Field Marking
– Wetlands Riparian Management
– Riparian Management on Streams and 

Lakes
– Wildlife Features
– Soil Conservation
– Historic and Archaeological Resources
– Incorporation of Land User Interests
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Compliance and Enforcement
• The FRA contains a full suite of compliance 

and enforcement tools, including:
– Non-compliance notice
– Stop work order
– License suspension and/or cancellation
– Inspection, searches, seizure and forfeiture
– Tickets (Summary Convictions Act)

• Carried out by Compliance Monitoring and 
Inspections Branch, EMR.
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Thank You


