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To: Government of Yukon, Tr'ondek Hwech'in Government, First Nation of Na- Cho
Nyak Dun and Vuntut Gwitchin Government.

The Dawson Regional Planning Commission hereby recommends the attached
regional land use plan to the Parties and Affected First Nations, per tl2awson
Regional Planning Commission Terms of Reference 208&d per Chapter 11 of the
First Nation Final Agreements.

We have approached the planning process in a respectful and collaborative manner,
working closely with the Parties through the Technical Working Group and Senior
Liaison Committee. We are thankful for the support the Parties have provided
throughout the planning process. As the Parties begin consultation on the
Recommended Plan, we encourage you take a consensus approach. Open
relationships built on mutual respect will be important to successful approval and
implementation of this Plan. The goals of this Rinh can best be achieved by a co-
management approach based upon collaboration.

The Dawson Region planning team (Commission and staff) holds an excellent range of
knowledge and skills. The Commission members are all lorgme local residents with

a deep understanding of the region, its history and its intrinsic values. The Commission
staff, supported by Yukon Land Use Planning Council, are skilled in planning, strategy
development, analysis, mapping, decision support, policy development, integrated
resource management and communication. The Commission used a consensus
approach based oncollaboration to decision making through the planning process.

This team has done the best that it can to develop a plan that achieves the vision of
"On the land we walk together Nan kak nda tr'adal”.

We are hopeful that this Plan will be approved, and we see an ongoing role for the
Commission to support the Parties in Plan implementation and review.

Debbie Nagano, C%i

Dawson Regional Planning Commission



MESSAGE FROM THEOMMISSION

The Dawson Regional Planning Commissiofihe Commission)is recommending this
regional land use plan to Government of Yukon, Tr'ondek Hwech'in First Nation, First
Nation of Na- Cho Nyak Dun and Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation.

This is the first step in the land use planning approval process as established under the
First Nation Final Agreements, Section 11.6.

This Recommended Plan reflects the Commission's best attempt to reflect the
objectives of the First Nation Final Agreements and specifically Chapter 11 Land Use
Planning(Chapter 11) It is also guided by the Dawson Regional Planning Commission
Terms of Reference and ongoing dialogue with the Parties. The Commission sees the
planning process as an important part of Land Claims Implementation and First Nation
Reconciliation.

The Plan is based upon the concept of "On the land we walk togethelan kak nda
tr'adal" which is meant to reflect the shared responsibility that we all must be stewards
of this region.

We hope that the spirit and intent of the Commission is reflected in this Plan through the
concept of stewardship.

PLANNING PROCESS

During the planning process, the Commission has listened to a wide variety of people
who have expressed their issues and interests.

As with any planning process, our planning has occurred in the context of change. The
DawsonRregion and the Yukon are undergoing changes related to evolving knowledge,
climate change, modernizing legislation, new policies, reconciliation, and societal
change. For this reason, there are many elements of adaptive management approach
throughout the Phan.

PLANNING STEPS

The planning process has been a long one, first started in 2011 with the formation of the
first Dawson Regional Planning Commission, then with a new start in 2019 subsequent
to the resolution of the Peel Watershed Supreme Court case. The

Commission acknowledges and thanks the previous Dawson Regional Planning
Commission for their work.

This Plaming
nfermation—TFheprocess |ncluded the coIIectlon of regional information into a Resource
Assessment Report, public engagement to inform an Issues and Interests Report,
development of a Draft Plan, and over five months of public engagement to seek
perspectives on the Draft Plan. Throughout thiprocess, the Commission has actively
sought out the perspectives of the wide variety of stakeholders in the region. The concept

of ancestral stewardship of the land, water and resources was the inspiration for the
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principle of community stewardship that is foundational to the Recommended Plan. This
is one example of how Traditional Knowledge complemented the planning process.

We will be providing a Methods Report which will detail the approaches used throughout
the planning process, including the Structured Decision Making framework. Given the
remoteness and complexity of the values throughout the Dawsoftregion, there are still
gaps in knowledge about this region. Decisions have been made based upon the
knowledge available to us at the time.

PUBLICENGAGEMENT

Duringthe review ofthe Draft Plan, we held workshops, met with stakeholder groups,
conducted a survey, andheld public meetings to seekinput on the Plan. As aesult, we
receivedan overwhelmingresponse, with thousands of pagesofinput on the Draft Plan.

This planning process has not been easy. The range of perspectivaad expectations for
this regionhas made planning achallenge. However, the Commission has been
impressed by the respectful nature of dialogue and willingness of Dawson stakeholders
to listen to one-another throughout the planning process.

In development of this Recommended Plan, the Commission stayedtrue to "On the land
we walk together- Nan kak nda tr'adal" and consideredall feedback as itrevisited every
part of the Plan. We have tried to find common ground on all issues and have make
recommendations that we feel will reduce future conflicts among land, water and
resource uses.

NEXTSTEPS

Under the First Nation Final Agreement Chapter 11 planning process, it is now the
responsibility of the Government of YukonN | & Y U1 | t |HeendekHivécRioHEkSt
Natiorrand aAffected First Nations to undertake€consultation on the Recommended
Plan.

The Commission hopes to support the Parties review of the Recommended Plan and the
consultation process through ongoing and active engagement.

After Consultation, the Parties may approve, reject, or propose modifications to the
Commission. If the Parties propose modifications or even reject portions of the Plan, the
Commission will undertake additional work to develop a Final Recommended Plan.

PLAN INTERPRETATION

MANAGEMENTINTENT

NVhen interpreting the Recommended Plan, the Parties, YESAB, and other users should
put weight on the objectives and management intent statements. The specific
management direction, policy recommendations, research, and actions are intended to
support these objectives and management intent\.

Dawson Regional Planning Commission
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As Plan implementationprogresses, there are opportunities to improve upon the Plan
through an adaptive approach.

INTERIMPROTECTION

The Recommended Plan has identified several areas for Interim Protection. We want to
emphasizse that these areas allow for development on existing placer claims and will
allow for future development once the conditions are met to lift withdrawals. To be clear,
it is not intended that these are areas of permanent withdrawal.

We recommend that the Parties prioritise these actions during implementation.

SPECIAL MANAGEMENTAREAS

The intent of Special Management Areas is that these be legally designated under
legislation and jointly planned under Chapter 10 of the First Nation Final Agreements.

The Special Management Areas that are recommended in the Plan each have distinct
management intent. For some areas we envision multiple uses and others are areas
where the wilderness character must be preserved.

ROLEO©OFFTHE COMMISSION

DURING APPROVAL PROCESS

As mentioned above, the Commission will remain active throughout the approval
process to support the review of the Recommended Plan and, in the event that
modifications are required, develop a Final Recommended Plan.

AFTERPLAN APPROVAL

After approval of the Dawson Regional Land Use Plan, we believe that the successful
implementation of the Plan is best assured by keeping the Commission in place. There is
no one government department that is responsible for implementing regional plans.
Therefore, an ongoing Commission can take a leading role, ease the workload of both
Government of Yukon and Tr'ondek Hwech'in, support@e-joint management approach

in the process, and support streamlined conformity checks. Implementation will stand a
better chance of success if there is a Plan Champion and resources with the in depth
local and Plan knowledge in place.

ADAPTIVEMANAGEMENT

The characteristicsand activities of the DawsonRregion willchange overtime, as will
other context such asthe regulatoryframework and impacts of climate change. As
change occurs, somerecommendations of the Plan will lose their relevance and
effectiveness, while other opportunities for better management and protection may
arise. Also, as decisions arenade byland and resource managers, where therés a
discrepancy between a decision and the Plan, there needs to be consideratioas to
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whether to varythe Plan to ensure consistency with futuredecisions.

For these reasonsthe Plan needs tobe adaptive, whether through flexible
recommendations, through the Cumulative Effects Framework, or through Plan
monitoring, variance and amendmentover time.

SUCCESSOR_EGISLATION

We are pleased to see that progress is being made on development of Yukon's lands and
mining legislation within the context of Yukon First Nation Final Agreements. Our
understanding is the timing is such that new legislation may be in place as early as 2023.

We anticipate that the new legislation will be moderrised and provide a broader range

of land management tools that link to land use planning. There will be a need to review
and revise the Dawson Regional Land Use Plan to reflect these advances. This may be an
opportunity to improve the Plan.

CONCLUSION

The Dawson Regional Lantlse Plan bringghe First Nation Final andSelf-
Governmentirig Agreements to life.lt also aligns and supports First Nation reconciliation
through clearly defined opportunities for First Nation participation in landwater and
resource management. We envisionthe future of the Dawsonregionin which
governments andpeople are workingtogether inagoodway.

Ahealthy and sustainable future for the Dawsonregionrelies on the different levels of
government workingtogether to put this Plan intomotion and taking responsibilityto
implement the recommendations of this Plan.

Dawson Regional Planning Commission 10th June 2022
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Dawson Recommended Land Use Plan tantdseape-Managementtnitdlow to Use This

Plan

How TO USETHIS PLAN

The following chart provides an outline for how to use this Plan, whether you are a
developer, other land user, an assessor, or a decision maker. @lossary is provided if
there are any terms unfamiliar to you.

f

Step 1
Identify project location
(See Map 1 Land Designations for find out which unit the activity is in)

Step 2
See Guidance in Section 6

(Look up the land mangement unit in Sectionl&ndscape Management Units and review th

Intent Statement, Special Management Directions and Values)

Step 3
General Management Direction

(See Section § General Management Directions to see the Recommended Managemen

Practices related to the values and activity)

Step 4
Other plans, policies, and legislation
(Review other plans, policies, and legislation relevant to the activity)

Commented [A5]: Step 1 Identify project location-
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If the Plan is meant to apply more broadly than this, it
must be clear what activities the Plan applies to.

Commented [A6]: This diagram leaves out several
sections of the Plan, including the cumulative effects
thresholds, which may imply to a reader that these
sections do not contain any useful information.
SeeProposed Changes for Effective Document Desigr
and Writing Style document for further proposed
modifications to improve readability.




Dawson Recommended Land Use Plan tandseape-Management-tniténtroduction
1 INTRODUCTION
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immemorial, multi -generational families who have made theérregion their home,
newcomers, and visitors to theRregion. The Dawson Regional Planning Commission
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The planning process has been led by local experts who live and work in tReegion and
hold an immense amount of traditional and local knowledge. These experts have worked
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Dawson Recommended Land Use Plan tandseape-Management-tniténtroduction

on a consensus basis and have reached out to collaborate with the Parties (Government

Ynwoeat YUWE UT WN IFikstiNEHorGHvEIonse hi)FAdfect@dFitkt Nations,

stakeholders, and the public throughout the planning process.
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for land users and less conflict between land uses.

ThePtanntingCommission views people and the land as interconnected in its entirety

and that this requires all people to take stewardship responsibility. This approach is

¢l qRHzGecqT Wet W eUWt et WUOT el bel el W8 U6 WG e UT Ws WWs ¢dt WaVYNIJq
relationship with the land.

This vision is achieved through the whole community cooperating, working together, and

sharing information.

When developing this Plan, theé?tanringCommission followed this philosophy. The
Commission listened to the planning partners that represented a wide range of interests.
Theydeephyconsidered the interconnectedness of the peopleand, the values of the
Rregion and how to develop a plan that is inclusive of everyone. The Commission is now
sharing a Recommended Plan for consideration that the Commission believes best
represents Nan kék nda tradal.

ThePtanntrgCommission has also taken its responsibility under the First Nation Final

Agreements (FNFA) seriously, recognizing th&regional land use planning is an

important part of reconciliation, respecting the inherent rights of First Nations peoples,

¢cUl W6 WWRAGGY! q¢ UBI WY nWad DWNI ¢k YUT | t Wes| A6k RUWGWI + GUHqR2 IO

1.2 ’VISIO!\‘ Commented [A9]: There are multiple

N&n kék nda tradalbi § UWa 6 13Wa ¢ 0T Ws WWs ¢ Gt Wa VY DIIa6 101 b W 17T Gaent onn one g (o i) o aiferant role and that

the Rregion. Flowing out of this, the following vision statements provided strategic should be clarified T ones that guides the Plan

guidance for the Plan and underpinned the planning process. directions and the ones that provided guidance to the
planning process. Focus on the vision for the

For the Region- The DawsonRregionencompasses a unique landscape that enables region/Plan rather than the vision for the planning

our community to build a diverse and sustainable economy that maintains a rich cultural process.

legacy and a healthy environmentnd its associated biodiversity

For the Process - Shared and respectful use of natural resources is guided by the
principles of sustainable development, respect for heritage and culture, traditional
knowledge and conservation of fish and wildlife habitats. Ongoing community
stewardship, based on consensus building, will achievesignificant and lasting social,
economic, and ecological benefits for all Yukoners.

For the Plan - TheRregional plan reflects community values and guides the coordinated
and integrated protection, management and use of land, water, and resourc§NFA
S.1:1.1.6).

NI kK] 62T L

Central to theision is the concept ofN | k | @vhidh speaks to the Tr'ondék Hwéch'in
way of life and governance.N'| k | éequlrels areciprocal relationship with the land and
all livingthings to ensurethe land remainsinterconnected biN 1 Kk YUT | t Wcs | #6k RUALWZ M= M¢ b O
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NIl £ YUOT | t Wes| A6 bRUWx ¢ UT WéeRt RYUWBINI kK1 621 L
At the heart of Tr'ondék Hwéch'in culture is the Spirit of the Land. The land thrives
through interconnectivity and cooperation. The land is honest, it prospers with integrity.
The land pays attention. The land provides, but it can also take away; it isither good
UYI IOA¢T e lORqIORY tO¢ 1OT WG RACEC qlJOA¢ G ¢ UHIIIOY n tOR Y
justice. The land teaches us, and we have a responsibility to apply those teachings and
pass them on. To respect the Spirit of the Land and to conducticselves as it teaches us
is to honour our place in the world as Dénezhu. This is the Tr'ondék Hwéch'in Land
Vision.

Excerptfrom Tr'ondék Hwéch'in Land Vision(2020a)

1.3 |PLANNINGVALUESSSUESAND GOALS

1.3.1 Resouree-Plan Values antHssues

A key step in the planning process was to identify resource values and issues to be
addressed. The Commission reviewed theeport prepared by the previous Commission
on planning issues and updated information received from the Parties, as well as
considerable information received through inrperson and online community
engagements.

The key planning valuesind-isstes-intheRegiens—tH—3tH—2o&6¢+RABTHR U Wq 6 1J W9 VY &

isstes-anedHnterests-ReportbRPE;2620b)-andre shown in Table 11 (page6).|
ResotreevatuesandoObjectives and issuesfor each valuearefurtherdiscussedin Section 5

T General Management Directions . Section4+FCumtiative Effects Framework—(page-58)

fTable1-1 Key PlanningsstesValuesin the Dawson Regioh

GGUUFOnNYIl AL o7 ¢ ¢ URIIK
to

Commented [A10]: Plan issues are not discussed in
this section, issues for each values are currently
discussed in section 5. Title amended for clarity

GRt +t RYUk 1t LW
Commented [A11]: 2 YUKk qWUWIT WGe NI
table immediately follows this paragraph.

Commented [A12]: This table should have the same
headings (column 1) as those used for goals, the

Ecological Integrity,
Conservation and
Stewardship

i _Climate c€hange

Biodiversity

Fish, arne-Wwildlife and Hhabitat
Protected and€conservedAareas

themes used for headings in sections 2 and 5 and the
values table insection 6. The values (column 2) should
be the same as the subsections used in 2 and 5 and
the values presented in the table for section 6. See
Proposed Changes for Effective Document Design anc
Writing Style for further information.

Culture and Heritage
Resources and
Community

HarvestingRrights andAactivities
Heritage Rresources andSsites
Traditional Eeconomy

Access andlinfrastructure

Agriculture

Community &growth and Rrecreation

Cumulative Eeffects

Forestry

Mineral Eexploration and Bdevelopment, and#mining
©Soperations

Renewable energy

Tourism

Sustainable Economy
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1.3.2 [Plan Goals,

Plan goals express the desired future conditions in the planningregion and should be
used when monitoring and measuring the success of the Plan. Management direction
provided in the Plan is organized around these goals. Following the definition of
sustainable development and the vision statement, the Plan identifies gda that should
guide the implementation.

Commented [A13]: Goals should represent desired
end state, any actions to achieve the goal should be
included as their own management direction rather
than as part of the goal to ensure they are completed.

Ecological Goals

1 Maintain the planning | 1J N Rbfobivetsity, including range distribution and
variability of species and ecosystems, as well as their underlying genetic diversity.
This biodiversity supports and underpins all other ecological and sociaultural
goals.

 Heatthy-Maintain integrity ofaquatic, riparian, wetland, and terrestrial habitats.
that

areas Safeguard biodiversity and provide resilience and integrity fanatural
ecosystems.

1 Maintain €connectivity between areas of key habitat-white-considering-climate-
. e e b

1 Reduce cumulative effects of, and restore ecosystem functionsin, disturbed
areas.

1 RaiseAawarenessof, and mitigateiort and adaptation to, the effects of climate
change onthe landscape, fish and wildlife populations, and the people of the
Rregion.

Commented [A14]: General biodiversity goal was
needed, biodiversity discussed at length in the Plan
but goal was missing.

Commented [A15]: Moved below to present goals
from broad scale to specific.

Goal reworded to remove action from goal. Reclaiming
disturbances should be a management direction that
helps achieve the goal of reduced cumulative effects
and restored ecosystems rather than part of the goal
itself.

Commented [A16]: Remove this specification, not
needed in multiple goals when awareness and
adaptation to climate change effects is its own goal.

Socio-cultural Goals

1 [I:and stewardshipthrough application of cultural and heritage values by the
NI k YOT | t We s | H#6 k RU SW¥rapéid bf Mjkén] GowptiimentapR Y U
Canadaand other residents of the Dawson plannindrregion.

T [Land-based activities that strengthen connections to the Iandln order to promote
health and well-being.

1 Respect and sustainftraditional harvesting rights and activitiesare-respected-and
ststained.

{__Strengthen and support cultural knowledge and values.

1_|Promote public awareness, appreciation and understanding of all aspects of
culture and heritage in theplanning region

1 Maintain rich cultural legacy|

Commented [A17]: As written, this is not a goal, and
will be very difficult to monitor or measure.

If the intent is for cultural and heritage values to be
considered in the conduct of land stewardship by TH,
FNs, and YG in implementation of this plan, then the
sentence could be reframed to say such. If the intent
is that land stewardship by TH, FNs, and YG in the
implementation of this plan result in increased

cultural and heritage value in the area, it could be
stated that way.

Commented [A18]: As written, this is not a goal, and
will be very difficult to monitor or measure. It is
unclear what activities are included and who is
performing them.

We suggest clarifying what about these is desired (e.g
that there are more, that they are accessible?) These
HYzdl Wedt YWAVWE #HqRY UL Waq Y
health and welkA 1IJ R U N w O

Socio-economic Goals

1 Allow opportunities for Ssustainable developmenteppertunities-and activities

Commented [A19]: Plan was missing goal related to
culture and heritage which was identified as a key
planning value in table 11 above.
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(both monetary-based and traditional). thatrestttin
Y Generatesocio-economic benefits tefor First Nations citizens, members ofthe
community of Dawson, and Yukorrs as a whole.
_ Providetland use certainty.-ant
1 fReduced land use conflicts throughout the planningRregion.

1.4 [SCOPE OF THPLAN

The Dawson Regional Land Use Plan (the Plan) is guided by the objectives of Chapter 11
of the FNFA, including the principle of sustainable development. Importantly, the Plan

also acknowledges other chapters of the FNFA, suchs Chapter 12T Development
Assessment, Chapter 13r Heritage and Chapter 16r Fish and Wildlife. Land use
GicUURUNWG et quWUt 21 WWag6 W GRI RaqWwe UT WRUqUU
Agreement (THFA) are upheld. The Plan respects values and interests bla 6 1J WUN | K Y
c 5 | H6 khBr@ffected Girst Nations and Yukoners as a wholé'.he Plan is designed to
enable the people of the planningRregion to build a diverse economy while maintaining

a rich cultural legacy and a healthy environmenh.

3
U

This Plan is the third of a network dRregional land use plans to be produced through
Chapter 11 of the FNFA which outlines th&regional planning process and objectives,
with additional specific provisions of the THFA.

ARregional land use plan includes recommendations about how to protect, manage,
and use the land, water and resources (FNF&s. 11.5.0) within a given area. It provides
guidance for land and resource use decisiormaking and helps to achieve the kind of
future people in theRregion want to see. It provides direction for all Yukon public lands
and all First Nations Settlement Lands within the planningrregion. The Government of

Commented [A21]: Covered by ecological goal
BANT e AV WAz G2l ¢ qR2IWIN N IJH
functions in,T Rt qa | AIJT WW¢ | 4dcohoiie LLI¢
goals above regarding reduced land use conflict.

Commented [A22]: This section should be
consolidated with sections 1.6 Terms of Reference
and 1.7 Mandate of the Commission to
comprehensively explain what is in the Plan and why
while avoiding repetition by splitting this information
across multiple sections. See Proposed Changes for
Effective Document Design and Writing Style
document for further suggested structural changes.

Commented [A23]: This sentence is an overall
approach to the Plan rather than related to its scope,
this should be incorporated into the goals for the Plan.

\
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responsibility for managing the land, resources, and water in the Dawson planning
Rregion.

\The Plan is not a legal document and does not replace existing legislation, nor does it
affect First Nation constitutionally protected rights.]

In accordance with Chapter 11, S.11.2.2 of the FNFA, this Plan does not apply to:

1 Land within the City of Dawson and areas subject to subdivision planning or local
area planning outside of a community boundary (e.g., West Dawson, Sunnydale);
and
The Klondike National Historic Sites; and
Tombstone Territorial Park.

1
1l

1.5 |HISTORY OF THELAN
Figure 2= Wt 6 Yst Wad6 WWaqRAGWI ROV WY nWgsdWwW?2eéest YOWAUN

Commented [A24]: Add explanation of what
happens in the case of a conflict between the
Plan/legislation/THFA. This explanation would add
clarity for Plan users and regulators.

Commented [A25]: This section could be removed or
moved to an appendix rather than main Plan
document. This is background information that helps

cs| H6k RUW RNUNT WRat W[ RUcaW NI WI3GWUqWs Raq 6 Wa showwhy certain planning decisions were made but is
] Y201 0GUU0quyYnwoet YOWRUWN®®Y OWF UW=MMZ ALWN| g Ylnotnecessary for the average reader. '
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of aRregional land use planning commission as per Chapter 115.11.4.10f the FNFA:

Government and any affected Yukon First Nation may agree to establish a

Regional Land Use Planning Commission to develop a Regional Land Use Plan.

/ﬁ\’\ /— o KAK Nn{w
\ J

Figure1-23-23-2 Dawson Regional Plan Timeline
Source: DRPC 2021 with original artwork by Yukon Graphic Recording

The?

established in 2011, but in 2014 the planning process was suspended by the Parties until

the legal proceedings relating to the Peel Watershed planning process were resolved
(First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun v. Yukon, 2017 SCC58).

At the time of the abeyance, the Commission had published foundational documents

including an Interests and Issues Report (2011), a Resource Assessment Report (2013),
and Plan Alternatives (2014). The Commission had also started writing a draft land use

plan and a report on the projected cumulative disturbances of future land use.
The planning process resumed in early 2019 with a new Commission of six members

mrhissioni< wes ¥ U Wbl 6 1 Uf commented [A261: a1 3eT ! WRGql YT e

9YUGGRtt RYUmw

TYRUqo! WOYGRUE qUT WA! W8 WWNI ¢ YOT | t Wes| #6k RUWe U

Commission convened their first meeting in April 2019. Th€ommission crafted a new
vision, updated its foundational documents, and developed a public engagement
strategy.

Following a series of public engagement sessions in 2019, the Commission began

developing the Draft Land Use Plan. The Draft Plan was released for public engagement

in June 2021. Over a fivenonth period, the Commission sought input from the Parties,

12
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First Nation citizens, public, and stakeholder groups through a series of iperson and
online meetings, workshops, and surveys.

Following this, the Recommended Plan was developed for submission to the Parties and
Aaffected First Nations as required (pefss.11.6.1 of theFNFATHEA.

1.6 [TERMS OFREFERENCE

The[Terms of ReferenceH:eR)‘or the Dawson Regional Planning Commission was jointly

Gl DGe!l UT WA! Wa6WWNI «k YOT | t Wes| A6k RUWE UT W] Y21
Yukon Land Use Planning Councihftps://dawson.planyukon.ca/index.php/the -
commission/terms -of-reference).

Commented [A27]: Consolidate with 1.4 Scope of
the Plan

Commented [A28]: Removed to reduce the number
of acronyms for ease of use.

rithie @ ddnhs lbfdRé&SNEh A ¢ | q
tThe six members of the Commission were jointly nominated by the Parties to the Plan
but were not representatives of the Parties.

The Brms of© Reference provided direction to the Commission for preparing @&regional
land use plan for the DawsorPplanning Rregion. It also described the roles of the
Parties, the Council, and the Commission, and outlined the products, timelines,
available budget, and processes. Roles, responsibilities, and interelationships among
the Parties and/or the Council may be furthedefined in future agreements.

Commented [A29]: This was already introduced in
t IONIONLWe U7 WmAcl qRIDt wlWHY 2 O
for further clarity.

1.7 [MANDATE OF THE:OMI\/IISSIONI Commented [A30]: Consolidate this section with 1.4
. . . . .. . Scope of the PlanSome of this information could be
Workln_g v_wth_the Parties, and th_rough public participation, the mandate of the mo\,ped to an appendix rather than kept in the main
Commission is to develop aRregional land use plan for Settlement Land and Non Plan text as it is background information that helps
Settlement Land that is consistent with and achieves the objectives of Chapter 11 of the Sty iy EEREN (SIERATE) CEERIENS wieie (Ret i E

not necessary for the average reader.

FNFA and specific provisions of the THFA.

The existence of First Nation Final Agreements (FNFA) benefits everybody. These
agreements establish a framework for sustainable development and the integrated
approach to land and resource management that gives an opportunity for all voices to be
heard and to secure a future for all Dawson residents, Yukoners, and Canadians (S
11.4.5.7.)

1.7.1 Final Agreement Chapter 11 Objectives
TheFinal AgreementChapter 11 objectives are:

11.1.1.1to encourage the development of a common Yukon land use planning
process outside community boundaries;

11.1.1.2to minimize actual or potential land use conflicts both within Settlement
Land and NonSettlement Land and between Settlement Land and Non
Settlement Land,

11.1.1.3to recognize and promote the cultural values of Yukon Indian People;

11.1.1.4to utilize the knowledge and experience of Yukon Indian People in order
to achieve effective land use planning;

11.1.1.5to recognize Yukon First Nations' responsibilities pursuant to Settlement
Agreements for the use and management of Settlement Land; and

13
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11.1.1.6to ensure that social, cultural, economic and environmental policies are
applied to the management, protection and use of land, water and resources in an
integrated and coordinated manner so as to ensure Sustainable Development.

The responsibilities of a Regional Planning Commission are set out in Chapter 11. Table
1-2 briefly describes how Chapter 11 responsibilities have been met in this
Recommended Plan.

[Tablel—z Chapter 11 Requirements and Dawson Regional Plan Approdch

Commented [A31]: In particular this table should be
moved to an Appendix rather than main Plan

adequate opportunity for participation throughout the planning process to ensure
that the public is aware, informed, and engaged in the
planning process.

Therefore, the Commission used the following methods
during the planning process:

Broadcastingmeetingson the radio

Inviting delegatesto meetings
Stakeholderroundtables

School presentations

Field trips to meet with stakeholders

Surveys

Workshops

Public chalkboard

Pop-ups

Video-conference workshops

Public meetingsin Dawson, Mayo,and Whitehorse.
For details about the Draft Plan public engagemenseeln
YourWordsReport(2020a)

The Recommended Plan has taken into account the
broad spectrum of input, including inputfrom the public,
the Parties, Affected First Nations, First Nation citizens,
and other stakeholders.Thisincludes audio
submissions, and over 1,000 pages of input on the Draft
Plan.

public participation

e R
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Final Agreement
Section

Dawson Regional Plan Approach

11.4.5.4 Shall
recommend measures to
minimize actual and
potential land use
conflicts throughout the
planning region

It was important to the Commission to apply the
approachof/s  ekékndaa | b g®dn¢hé LandWeWalk
Together)which is meantto help people think about the
land, resources, and water in an interconnected way.

Throughthis approach, the Commission hopes that
conflict is minimized. The process also included the
analysis of future land use scenarios to forecast and
understand potential land use conflicts.

The Recommended Plan includes many tools and
approachesto minimize land use conflicts and support
compatible uses, including land designations and
corridors. The key tools are the Cumulative Effects
Framework, General Managemenbirection, and Special
Management Direction (seeSection 3 T Plan Concepts
(page 41).

11.4.5.5 Shall use the
knowledge and

traditional experience of
Yukon Indian People, and
the knowledge and
experience of other
residents of the planning
region

The Commission has, throughout the planning process,
sought both Traditional Knowledge and Western
knowledge. A wealth of knowledge has been passed along
to the Commission.

The Plan has adopted the concept of ancestral
stewardship of the land, water, and resources as the
inspiration for the principle of stewardship that is
foundational to the Recommended Plan.

11.4.5.6 Shalltakeinto
account oral forms of
communication and
traditional land
management practices
of Yukon Indian People

N6WWO Yaa Rt +t RYUWRUHGe2T 13t WNI
have shared their intrinsic knowledge of thérregion.
Various approaches were used to support the inclusion of
oral forms of communication, such as audio recordings
and hosting tea circles.

The Recommended Plan was built with Traditional
Knowledge a key consideration throughout the process.
The Recommended Plan makes best attempts to reflect
traditional knowledge and practices by including

NI k|l el LW q¢ qlda 0 askadkn Y1 WIJe¢
management units and recognizing and respecting

NI «k YOT ] tWes| A6k ROkt We URIIE q
stewardship of the land throughout the Plan.

15



Dawson Recommended Land Use Plan

tandseape-Management-tniténtroduction

Final Agreement
Section

Dawson Regional Plan Approach

11.4.5.7 Shall promote
the well- beingof Yukon
Indian People, other
residentsfor the planning
region, the communities,
and the Yukon as a
whole, while having
regard to the interests of
other Canadians

The Commission wants First Nations citizens, residents of
the planningRregion, the communities,and the Yukonas a
whole, to be able to see themselves in the Plan, while
recognizing that this Plan will have wider impacts beyond
the Yukon. Theconcept of

b ekékndaq | b gdnghd land We Walk Together)
supported this throughout the process.

As a result, the Commission feels that the
Recommended Plan is balanced and reflects thsocial
and economic well-beingof residents and Yukoners. The
sustainable development principles of the Plan help to
ensure balance, while the Commission intends that all
people think of themselves as stewards of thélregion.

11.4.5.8 Shall take into
account that the
management of land,
water and resources,
including Fish, Wildlife
and their habitats, is to
be integrated

The Commission sees the land, resources, water, fish, and
wildlife as interconnected. The Commission has sought to
give fish and wildlife a voice in the planning process. The
Commission feels that a healthy economy and society is
based on a foundation of kealthy ecosystems.

The tools and approaches of the Recommended Plan
facilitate integrated landscape management.

In particular, the Plan adopts a cumulative effects
framework that considers multiple land use activities.

11.4.5.9 Shall promote
Sustainable
Development

It is important to the Commission that sustainability of the
Rregion takes a multi generational approach.

Therefore, the Recommended Plan includes measures to
carefully conserve values, promote reclamation, and
manage cumulative impacts of sustainable land use
activities, with a focus on activities that are respectful of
the Rregion.

16
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Final Agreement Dawson Regional Plan Approach
Section
11.4.5.10 May monitor It is important to the Commission that the Parties follow
the implementation of through on implementation of an approved pIanfThe
the approved regional Commission should have an active rolevher-thein Planis
land use plan, in order to befﬁg-rﬁoerremeﬁ%edlmplementatlon% as per THFA and Commented [A32]: Rewritten to remove passive
’ YESAAAny role during implementation outside of what hag voice, see Proposed Changes for Effective Document

Design and Writing Style document for further writing

monitor compliance with been outlined in treaty or legislation can be decided at that] Sl SINEESTEE

the plan and to assess time by the Parties.
the need for amendment

Therefore,Section 7T Plan Implementation (page 274)
of the plan recommends implementation tasks and methods for
monitoring that include Commission responsibilities as a
Plan Champion. Potential processes and timelinesfor
varying, amending, and revising the Plahave been
suggested.

The Plan also includes recommendations foconformity

checks and representations as goart of the development
assessment process.

Also, under 11.5.1:Regional land use plans shall include recommendations for these
ofland, water and other renewable and non-renewableresourcesinthe planningRregion
in a manner determined by the Regional Land Use Planning Commission.

1.7.2 Other Final Agreement Chapters

The Recommended Plan also links to several other First Nation rights and objectives as
identified in the FNTHFA, including (but not limited to):

1 Recognizeand protect away of life that is based on an economic and spiritual
relationship betweenN | k Y 0 & f 8andRHé land (Recital3); and

1 Encourageand protect the cultural distinctiveness and social well-being of
NIl k YOT | t WcerA6Kk RUWBIAJHRGCE G WML KO

1 Useandenjoymentof SettlementLand(Chapter6, Chapter16, Chapter17, and
Chapter 18).

1 Recognizesand enhances,to the extent practicable, the traditional economy of
YukonIndian Peopleandtheir special relationship with the wilderness
Environment(Chapter 12)

1 Identify and mitigate the impact of development upon heritage resources
through integrated resource management including land use planning and
development assessment processes (Chapter 13).

1 ARegional Land Use Planning Commission shall take into account the cultural
and heritage significance of the heritage routes and sites identified in Schedule
C - Heritage Routes and Site$13.4.6.4)

T céc20Wsecqll Waéé¢ qUWR WYUWY!I WnaYsRONW@S!I YensWY!l WwWel TerHWDIUqq Y WN
Settlement Land remain substantially unaltered as to quantity, quality, and rate
of flow, including seasonal rate of flow (Chapter 14).

17
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1 Harvestfor subsistence all species of Fishand Wildlife (Chapter16).

1.8 INDIGENOUSPLANNING ANDRECONCILIATION

In the Yukon,Rregional land use planning is undertaken as ammplementation obligation
of Yukon FNFA. Within this context, it is important to take into consideration theUnited
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peopleandthe Truthand
Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action.

1.8.1 Traditional Land Management Practices

Commented [A33]: Intent of this section is unclear,
were these guiding principles that the Commission
aimed to follow in drafting the Plan if so they should
move to section 1.9.
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throughout the planning process that outlined how their beliefs and way of life are rooted
in traditional law and their ancessbrial obligation to care for the land, water, and animals.
The concept of tradeoffs or compromises that negatively impact the ecosystems upon
whichthey N | & Y UT | t |Hodzhe &himal&rely is contrary to their belief system.

RUe Ut evvdkéidiréndhcha (We Take Good Care of Our Land)

/Bl DW2 RUs Wadé Wi ¢ UT WRUWRqt WRUqUWI #YUUWHqUT WIUqRI Uq! We UT Ws W6 ¢ 2 U

to it all. Our legacy is to leave our Traditional Territory in such a way that our children can
have lives as valuable and as meaningful as ours have been. We wish frigwgenerations
to live connected to their home, and draw their health and welbeing from all that it
provides. Maintaining healthy relationship with the land now will ensure the future
children will retain their culture and prosper in knowing who they are
Protecting the land...provides our future generations with safe and clean lands to utilize
and practice culture and traditions, such as hunting, fishing, trapping. Our ancestors
always took care of our animals and the land and water. It is our job to contie to
| Ut GURAqUWRqWA! WGI YqUHqRUNDLWR q O

Excerpt fromNindnkak hoAgQ wékéatrénohcha (We Take Good Care of Our Lan(020b)

Theconnection between people and theland is not separate. Thehealth of the land
directly impacts the health of the people todayand future generations.
1.8.2 |Reconciliation |

The Plan has an important role to play in First Nation reconciliatidmﬁfetrg}ﬂqe Plan
advances;-the First Nation roles and responsibilities for land and resource management
in the DawsonRregion wit-be-atvaneetand empowers First Nations witt-be-empewered

to make decisions that willhaveimpact-en future generationsj

This is accomplished through various mechanisms including Special Management Areas
(linked to FNFATHFAChapter 10),projeet-conformity requirements (linked toFNFATHFA
Chapter 12), establishment of a joint implementation committee, and other
recommendations throughout the Plan.

The Plan is intended to be implemented through as-joint management approach
between governments.

1.8.3 United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
On June 21st, 2021, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
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Act (SC 2021 c. 14) was passed by the Government of Canada. This Act provides a
roadmap for the Government of Canada and Indigenous peoples to work together to
implement the Declaration based on lasting reconciliation, healing, and cooperative
relations.

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) contains
several clauses relating to the rights ofindigenous peoples, including those related to
land, water, and resources in their territories (United Nations, 2007).

Relevant articles include:
Article 25

Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinctive
spiritual relationship with their traditionally owned or otherwise occupied and
used lands, territories, waters and coastal seas and otheresources and to
uphold their responsibilities to future generations in this regard.

Article 32

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop priorities and
strategies for the development or use of their lands or territories and other
resources.

2. States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples
concerned through their own representative institutions in order tobtain their
free and informed consent prior to the approval of any project affecting their
lands or territories and other resources, particularly in connection with the
development, utilization or exploitation of mineral, water or other resources.

TheDawsonRegionalLand Use Planreflects the spiritual relationship with the land
qél YeN6 W6 JWARYUHNDGqt WYnW eUWt et WOT elWal el et We UT WNI k| 62T L Wt Ws
traditional approach of stewardship to the land as described irBection 1.9.2 1

Stewardship (page23). Thisre-enforces Article 25 of UNDRIP.

~YI Y201 AWl YGUWWYnWNI ¢« YOT |TomTermg a6 k RU WGt Wt q¢ HIG Rt 6 13T We UT 131 U
Referencefor this planningRregion, both as a Partyand as an approval body, re-enforces

UNDRIP Article 32. Thee-joint management approach to implementation will

Fagl JOUNqé60WRI k YOT ] t Wes| HE6k RUKY WEARIOR! WqVYWT Wl aRODWe OT WIT 32 130
Traditional Territory. Additionally, the @rms of ©Reference acknowledgement of

Affected First Nations further reflects commitment to Article 32. Commented [A36]: Include social values in
sustainable development.

1.9 GUIDINGPRINCIPLES What category would residential and
. . . commercial/industrial planning and development fall
Throgghout the Plap, sustainable development, steyvardshlp, the precautionary T [ (e S SV (e S
principle, and adaptive managementhave beenapplied to guide decisionmaking. this is a relatively permanent use of land? Doing land
. development usually represents a permanent transfer
1.9.1 [Sustalnable Development I of land to the public and it may be difficult for the land
Sustainable developmentis defined in Chapter 1 of the FNTHFA: o recover from this, but at the same time providing
o . X . X economic and social benefits to people (e.g. new
Beneficial socioc-economic change that does not undermine the ecological and housing, new lots for emerging businesses, etc.) Is the
social systems upon which communities and societies are dependent. provision of housing (residential development) and
R . . economic opportunities (commercial and industrial
\TheFNTHFA states that acommission shall promote sustainable development in lots) being considered and should it be included in the

guiding principles?
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developinga Rregional land use plan (Chapter11, S.11.4.5.9);and ensure that the social,
cultural, economic, and environmental policies are applied to the management,
protection and use of land,water and resources in an integrated and coordinated
manner to ensure sustainable development (Chapter 11, S. 11.1.1.6).

The recommendations inthe Planare tobe considered through the lens obustainable
developmentin the following Wayé:

1 Ensure that economic development in theRregion continues with the intention
of providing for current and future generations, and that it is resilient, versatile,
and responsible.

1 Maintain ecologicalintegrity of land, water, and wildlife, not only through
protection of these values, but through stewardship and education.

1 Maintainand enhancecultural and heritagevalues,focusing on strong
communities and enhancingawayoflifethat N | K Y &85 | # cGrdih&whole
community have builtfor generations.

Priorities for achieving sustainable development -mtsteconsider:
Sustaining ecosystem, community and cultural integrity

Sustaining lands and waters, living things, and natural processes is a fundamental

priority. If the integrity ofecosystems is lost, societies and economies cannot be
sustained. Maintaining a connection to territorial,national and global efforts to
adapt to climate change, halt biodiversity loss and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions is linked to this priority.

Sustainable economic activities

aﬁd—faed—seeuﬁfy—issues—m—t-he—fu’ftrre['rhePlan recognizesthat sustainable
economic activities are of two kinds. First, there are activities that do not degrade
the land or undermine communities and can be sustained indefinitely. Second,
there areactivities that deplete resources, but from which the land can [be
reclaimedrecovet.

Economic activities that degrade the land and that the land cannaieeeverbe reclaimed
from are not considered sustainable. The Recommended Plan addresses activities that
are not sustainable through mitigations and througﬂlhe cumulative effects framework
outlined in Section 31 Plan Concepts](page41)to ensure sustainable development can
still be achieved.

1.9.2 Stewardship

Lx YUNDKE NY e 105 1J 105 td taté fonorrdaddbi@bparidd@imandjés.
Thebeliefs and valuestaughtto us by our Eldersshowed us how to care for our
world. Today,weusethewordy + q I35 ¢ |td desériRe®@iuties towards
the land, waters, animals andfish. Thisduty is part of our beliefs, valuesand
customs. Itiswoveninto our social system, our political and economic
practices, and ourkinshipl 138 ¢ qRY Ut g CO
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Commented [A37]: This was already discussed in
1.7.1 and no further information is provided here, the
Plan should avoid repetition.

Commented [A38]: From this sentence it is unclear
5610611 Wt et q¢ ROECAHG W 12
principle for the Commission in drafting the Plan or
whether it should guide users interpreting the Plan.
The Plan should avoid introducing ambiguity into
implementing the Plan.

The list that follows seems similarly written to Plan
goals and is perhaps better integrated into that section
and removed from this section.

Commented [A39]: The rest of the paragraph does
not speak to this. Removed as a selfufficient
economy is a separate concept than sustainable
development.

Commented [A40]: mANHY 2 I wlWHSE ¢ UND
| WHGERGAGNUT mWnY!l WeHYUt Rt qUU0
used elsewhere in the Plan.

Commented [A41]: Should this refer to Section 4 if
talking about the cumulative effects framework?
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Guide to Heritage Stewardship for Yukon First Nation Governments, 2018

Asreflected in the vision statement, the Planis guidedbythe principle of stewardship
and a shared responsibility and respect for the land. It is recognized that collective
responsibility and actions are needed for thecontinued health and vitality of the Rregion.
Maintaining a strong community connection to the land ischievable through
stewardship.

This Plan aims to recognize the different ways of being a steward of the land and
supports ways to continue to foster and promote stewardship now and for future
generations. ThisPlanusestwo approachesto stewardship as a guidingprinciple:
ancestral stewardship and community stewardship .

1.9.2.1 Ancestral Stewardship

Stewardship, asitis understood andlivedbyN | k Y €05 | B GixkaRdhsestral
responsibility:

WAAAGHUGRE IUR Y I0KOE #Oh o R ¢p6 MEOUT 102t 1310q 6 Dot ¢ UT tow RU KOG ONY YT 105 ¢ | 3 &
is central to our identity as a people. We have a deep spiritual connection to
the land and water. It is our responsibility to protect our Traditional Territory
as a whole, and the land, water, animalsad plants that have supported our
GUuYGaUnYIlI ONIIUWI ¢qRYUt gtoE2 131 ! 6 RUNIWORY oYU U HQIIT g CO

Ninankak hQzgs | t®dpléribhcha (We Take Good Care of Our Land),
NI BYUT | ttocs | #H6E6BRUK] Y211 UaDUqloé YZYZHR

ForN| k Y& F | # 6steWwdddship is not simply a concept, it is a duty to look after the
land, waters, animals, andfish that is central to their identity. Takegood care of the land
and the land will take care of you.

uf qlORt IOY 2| KOG ¢35 lOqYIOHE! IJOn Y| 1oq6 1Jtot ¢ UT toct IORqIORCE | 13t IOn Y I 02t g o1 L
rhythms and respond to its demands. We make our decisions, from the
smallest to the most complex, with the future health of the land and
ourselves in mind. We know that thesmallest action can cascade outward
in time and space and will impact the integrity of the land as a whole. In turn
our beliefs, thoughts and actions also cascade outward and impact our
sGGUtH T oct toctoRY G G2 URq! ptontoge |l @ URHIIL ql ¢ttot qUs ¢l T+ 8RGOl It G
Gl DGRt DT OYUe 1Ol 2 q! IOqYIORUqIII ¢ Haltos Ra6toc UT ozt 1310q 6 Wb ¢ UT oy R U HO¢
#WU0ql catogVYtoYe !l ORT WUqRaq! KOEt HOC FOGIIY G 1 CO

i el 2?2 UWAG62etoNl BYUT | t tocs | #6BRUK] Y211 UG 1WU0qe lOYZ T d
ForNl k YO §F | & Gtevitdship is about the long-term health of the land. The
NI k YOF | & da&n&Mikion (Figurel-3, page25)is an evolvingproject that shows us
howto engagewith the land through stories, First Nationtraditional law, and core values
that differs from the traditional Westernplanningapproach.
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Kntegrity: Focus, attentiveness, thoughtfulness,
consideration, alertness, politeness, gratitude, fairness,
honesty, reliability, authenticity, sincerity, ingenuity,
resourcefulness, imagination, creativity, initiative,
cunning, skill, patience, endurance, continuity, security,
persistence, tolerance, fortitude, stamina, perseverance,
determination, resolution, diligence, resolve, tenacity,
dedication, grit, strength, insight, preservation,
wholeness, honour, ethical, solidarity, trustworthiness.

\_

\ Integrity

_4

ﬂsticelaalancc: Dé&’ole’, Cause and effect, causality,
karma, causation, interconnection, forgiveness,
compassion, understanding, tolerance, generosity,

honesty, integrity, justness, reciprocity, don’t waste,
moderation, conservation, restoration, rehabilitation,

harmony, accountability, stability.

-

gratitude, fairness, impartiality, righteousness, justness,

remedy, recovery, help, healing, return, repair, rebuild,

/

Figure1-3N1 Y UOT |
EYal AIIxIO& NI

¢
BYUT

tocs | HE6wRUOx ¢ UT

Respect

Justice/Balance

toé Rt RYUIO
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tandsecape-Management

/Respect: Reciprocity, balance, admiration, accommodation, \

deference, reverence, value, venerate, appreciate, recognize,
pay attention to, acknowledge, follow, obey, dutiful,
acceptance, show consideration for, regard, esteem, soul,
essence, life, feeling, teach, communicate, instil, demonstrate,
share knowledge, custom, tradition, practice, gratitude,
convention, transformation, transfiguration, trust, confidence,
don’t waste, reliance, dependence, belief, patience, honour.

~ Interconnection

v

Knterconnection: Community, collective, unity,
identity, cooperation, spirit, relationship, relation,
bond, tie, linkage, kin, assemblage, collaboration,
= network, teamwork, support, gratitude, sharing,
distribution, harmony, involvement, membership,
contribution, fellowship, cooperation,
communication, solidarity, coordination, reliance,
dependence, transformation, transfiguration,
interdimensionality, creation, cosmos.

Y

/

I tocs| H6BRUK] Y211 UGIW0qetlOYZYTcEHh
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B qtog 613t el qtoYntoNl mYUT | t tocs | #H6mRUOR2 G qal IJIORY 1Oq6 IJIOE GRI R q HOY
thrives through interconnectivity and cooperation. The land is honest, it
prospers with integrity. The land pays attention. The land provides, but it can
also take away; it is Bither good nor bad, it is a delicate balance of complex
nYl HIJt gto7c¢dc URIJIORY O 6 1Ot + WURIOY ntog 6 13tod ¢ UT bt lOT et qREII g ONGS 1
and we have a responsibility to apply those teachings and to pass them on.
To respect the Spirit of the Land and to condudiurselves as it teaches us,
Rt oY YUYzl tOYe | OGO ¢ HIDIWORUKq6 1J0s YI G071 t0oct 10?21 UWAS 2 g CO

2l ¢nqtoNx &06wd Rt RYUeONI BYUT | t tocs | HEBRUe OYZ YT

1.9.2.2 Community Stewardship

Community stewardship astnderstootdbynon-FrstNationtandtusersisanimportant
but-differenteoncept—Stewardshipof the land is broadly understood ascaringfor and

havinga sense of responsibility to the wellbeing of the land, water, and animals.

o

f qWRY W WO YGAGRt RYUKkt WEYGUWa6¢ qas R WAGe UWI WndWHqt WAYaGa URq!
values and will in turn encourage all people to act as stewards of theregionto ensure
the land, water, and animals are healthyor future generationsl Commented [A42]: This is an odd location for this

. . . . . insert, a better location might be in the Message from
People of theRregion demonstrate their stewardship values through their actiongvery N g
day.Thecare a_nq time thatis |c_)ut into goqd[reclamatlonﬁfejeets], reconne_cy_ngto the Commented [A43]: Al ¥ TUHat WG Y g L
land through hiking or harvesting,and beingaware of the changes and activities that reclamation when speaking to actions taken, if
occur on the land are all ways of being a steward. ¢O0Vq6l Ws VI T WRE Wet WT Wsl

preferred but not needed.

i f I'OC i I'OI:J Y2 l‘ll Ul toH !__ pﬂ ¢st tOnYIl t0s 6 C“J tof }le Y KoY This use of projects also does not match the glossary
cGaGYaqaqldl etOHez qtOf OGO Y Yt KO¢c aq tOq 6 IJHKOG ¢ Ul KO¢ Ul HOq 6| definition.
lots of people who are out there working on the land going above and
beyond what they are requiredo do, and that is what we want to instill in
D211 YOWURtOf qtoRt tOG ¢ Ue NG UqgqetoHz qtot qlds ¢l T+ 6 RGHOg ¢ t 13t HOR q tOq Y tO¢

Dan Reynolds, Dawson Regional Planning Commission member

Commented [A44]: N6 DWGH¢ Ukt Ws 6V
provide management guidance (stewardship). This
subsection is a repeat of the subsections above and
planning tools/plan concept and can therefore be
removed.
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R
System

1.9.3 Precautionary Principle

Regionalplanning must consider potential impacts bb*ef&makrﬁgfesewee

dgeeisionsof land use designations andmanagementdirections, while also
acknowledgingthe uncertainty caused by alimited understanding of some ecological

functlons in the North and potentlal future changesesultlng from climate change

Commented [A45]: Plan does not make decisions.
Sentence edited for clarity.

u—R—B—e—m—Hﬂ-u#ﬂ—ﬁH—Hﬂﬁ%FtHH—H%FFFm—Hﬂ—Hﬂﬂ—embmﬁd%aﬂwﬂawU T W GUuH
pPrinciple erablesus-encouragesdecision makersto prevent

DOSSIblV detrlmental outcomes even in the absence of concluswe ewdencef |moacts]

krown. The Plan takes a conservatlve approach to land management, through protective
land use designations and strict management directions, to apply the precautionary

principle. Hﬂaw—ﬁaeﬁﬂfm—ewdeﬁeesuggeet&mﬁ—ﬁae%e%aeﬂeﬂﬂw—resw%whaﬂﬁu

Commented [A46]: Unclear what is especially
important based on limited understanding of impacts.
Recommend clarifying what is important to ensure
statement has purpose.

Commented [A47]: Removed as this is not a
common interpretation of the precautionary principle.
Suggest Principle 15 of 1992 Rio Declaration as most
commonly used definition. Proposed edits reflect Rio
definition.

Commented [A48]: Unclear how using precautionary
principle leads to sound decision making. reworded
for accuracy in statement.

Commented [A49]: Removed as YG proposes LMU &
not be a subregional planning area. This is also not a
good example of the precautionary principle as there
is a similar level of information for this LMU as there is
for other areas of the Plan and therefor there are other
considerations that led to this designation.

If this is a guiding principle, a specific example does
not need to be provided as its use should be evident
throughout the entire Plan, a sentence was proposed
above to address this.
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1.9.4 Adaptive Management

TheDawsonfplanning Rregion, like all Rregions, is subject to environmental, economic,
and social changesovertime, and as such, Rregionalland use plans in Yukonare
designedto be living documents that are open to periodic changeand revision. As such,
implementation should be an ongoing process and the Plan reviewed oftqsee Section
77 Plan Implementation , page 2741.

Adaptive managementmeans we must look, learn, and adjust as required (see Figure 1
4). Adaptive managementrequires monitoring and respondingto changingland use
and/or environmental conditions as new or better information becomes available, or if
the Plan is not achieving thesocial, environmental, or economic goals as intended.

Adaptive-managemen : 9)is-a-managemer at

or equal to higher levels of economic activity allowed in other areas

This approachis consistentwith NI & Y UT | t ltaditions tad Réhagement
approaches that include learning from the land, being flexible, adapting to challenges
and dealing withchangebl NI &k @7l |Ht6K RU A W= M= M¢ b

The Plan implements adaptive management through various tools, most obviously
through the Cumulative Effects Frameworkincluding measures whichare triggered at
precautionary, cautionary, and critical threshold levels.

Addressingthe impacts of climate changeis necessaryto create an environment where
people and nature thrive. Therefore, climate change is a central consideration in the
Atdc Ukt WeT ¢eGaqR21IWGecUenNIaNUqUWe GGl Ye RGO
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Commented [A50]: Section 7 should specifically
address how the Plan will adapt over time as new
information becomes available and circumstances
change. If adaptive management is a guiding principle
the Plan needs some nimbleness to change.

Commented [A51]: This is paraphrasing the above
paragraph. remove in order to be concise

Commented [A52]: Reworded because the Plan
must balance ecological, socio-cultural and socio-
economic goals.
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determine
management
objectives

. . define key desired
_ periodically outcomes
review overall

management program identify performance

indicators

develop management
strategies and actions

report findings and
recommendations {7}

establish monitorin
programs for selecte
performance indicators

evaluate 7
management &

2 implement
effectiveness

strategies and actions
to achieve objectives

Figure1-4 Adaptive Management Framework (Source: Jones, 2005)
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2 [D ESCRIPTION OF THPLANNING REGIOI\. Commented [A53]: Update this section to include

most recent figures that have changed since
Recommended Plan was released where available
2.1 SETTING (e.gi population counts, active claims etc.). Include
TheDawson Pplanning Rregionis about 39 854 km? or 10%of Yukon,|see Figure 11 cltations.
cHY2 13N Y1 We WG ¢ GLUWY n g 6 ThéplEining Riegidn Falls lwithin the’ Uk + WIJ+ q 1 U q
Traditional Territory of three seHgoverning First NationsN | K Y EJ 5| & ovuiul
Gwitchin First Nation, and First Nation of Na-ChoNy&kDun. OnlyN | k YdJd || # das R U

Settlement LandW|th|n the plannlng Rreglon ?h&ﬁefmefﬂfxteft%eﬁheﬁhfmﬁa@?egmls
Aeed 2 5+ | A6k ROWe UT wWéeaUqeql

White Rlver Flrst Natlorhas asserteds Aboriginal rlghts in the Commented [A54]: Map represents these areas

YukentAlaska-border.
southwest eerretrof the planning area. more clearly than text description. Footnote should

also be removed.

The planningRregion excludes land within the City of Dawson, subdivision planning
areas,local areaplanning (WestDawsonand Sunnydale),Klondike National Historic
Sites, and Tombstone Territorial Park.

Fhe-ptanningRIHI-R-¥-Qualitylafiife in the planning regioris attributed to numerous
opportunities in mining, tourism, and other economic sectors; its thriving cultural

landscape, and healthy ecosystems that support a wide variety of fish and wildlife
populations.

2.2 LANDSTATUS

The planningRregion includes Settlement Lands (administered by First Nations
governments) and nonSettlement or public lands (administered by Government of
Yukon). The planningrregion also contains lands that are already administered under
existing plans (such as management plans, local area plans, municipal plans, and area
development regulations). As such, governments continue to engage with citizens on a
variety of land, resouces and water planning and decision making.

These include land within the City of Dawson municipal boundary, West Dawson and
Sunnydale area, internationally designated lands, National Historic Sites, Yukddistoric
Sites and Tombstone Territorial Park. The Plan does not make recommendations for
these specific areas but does consider them as adjacent uses.

] \ R-Gr-6— 66 FOWRNS 131 InYl 3aWwmsNl ¢T RqRY U«
www%&%ﬂﬂww%mﬁr%ﬁwﬁrm&weuvm ¢ GORHLWE! ¢ WRT WUgRNRIJT Wet L
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Planning Region

2.2.1 Settlement Lands

NI k YOT | t Wes| A6k ROWGS G WNOPLWGE | HIJG HRigon,Mhs1Jaqaqd 3G JUqWx ¢ UT Ws Raé RU Wg
count does not include those Settlement Lands located within community boundaries

BIIJIONIOAWRNI k YRS t ﬂLNNﬁmM%&ﬁ\m&Ethm%ﬁde%Ycejb oL

within the planningRregion whichis interim protected land as a result of preliminary

White River First Nation settlement land selection negotiationsmeaning it is withdrawn

from placer, quartz, oil and gas, and Iand dlsoosmons whlle resolutlon of the Whlte

ARQIJIUJ[RIimLU ca]R' §

n Settlement Commented [A55]:  Added further specificity.

Land, First Nations hold decisioamaking and legal powers. Also propose moving this to 2.2.3 as it is not
Settlement Land.

2.2.2 \PUb”C or Non-Settlement Landl Commented [A56]: There are also federal lands

The Government of Yukon manages neBettlement lands (both surface and sub within the planning region (Bonanza Reserve on

. Bonanza Creek Road, Bear Creek Compound).
surface rights) as per the=NFATHFAand the lands and resources acts of Yukon and Recommend including federal lands within this

Canada. section for accuracy.
2.2.3 Designated Lands

There are lands within the plannindrregion currentlydesignated for protection. These
include National Historic Sites, as well as International and Territorially Designated
Lands.

Discovery Claim and Dredge No. 4 are both recognized as National Historic Sites in
Canada as well as internationally as part of the Klondike Gold Rush International Historic
Park, which has sites in Washington, Alaska, British Columbia, and Yukon, all r&da to

the Klondike Gold Rush.

Designated Lands within the plannindRregion include Tombstone Territorial Park and the
Forty mMile, Fort Cudahy, and Fort Constantine Historic Site. Commented [A57]: Townsite of Forty Mile is two
1 Tombstone Territorial Park makes up approximately 5%-pereent of the planning wards, river and caribou herd are one word
Rregion and was established pursuant to Schedule A of Chapter 10te N1 & Y UT | t
c 5 | H FibaRAdreement. Theparkis managedaccordingto the Tombstone
Territorial Park Management Plan, and the Commission was requirgd consider
the Tombstone Territorial ParkManagementPlanbi N1 kK YUT | t Wes | #6k ROW] Y2131 Ua 3 UqUW
and Government of Yukon, 2009) when developing th&egional land use plan.
1 FortymMile, Fort Cudahy, and Fort Constantine Historic Site isarelocated atthe
confluence of the Yukonand Fortymile Rivers,and this-site-was established as a co-
managedsite under ScheduleAof Chapter13N | k Y &3 | # dricaRAdreement.
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Planning Region
2.2.4 Adjacent Designated Lands

- it i B The planning process considers

adjacent Regions and internal
excluded Regionsin the planning
process, asthese areaswill relate
directly to land use within the
planning boundaries.

y River
eserve
HEUN

The DawsonPplanning Rregion is
adjacent to two other planning
Regionsin Yukonfor which plans

have been approved: the North Yukon
e and the Peel WatershedPlansfor
Watershed Parks these Rregionswere also completed
under Chapter 11 and include
Landscape Management Units with
land designations.

Dempster HighWay

Yukon-Charle
1. National Pr

Dawson

KLASKA(\U/S,;‘\'
%
3
A
X
N

Existing or proposed protected areas

immediately adjacent to the planning

RIJNRYUWRUHATD 2 (Fighthg Rk RRUT RR LW

Branch) Territorial Park and Kit

Range/North Cache Creek, located in

the Yukon, and Yukon Charley Rivers

National Preserve, located in Alaska

(seegreen shaded areas in Figure-2

pelly. 1).

Tala Mo FishingBranchis located within the

North YukonPplanningRregion

approximately 100 km south ofOld

Figure2-12-12-1 Adjacent protected lands surrounding the Crow and was established in 2000

Dawson Planning Region underthe YukonParksAct as set out
in the Vuntut Gwitchin Final

Agreement. The Ecological Reserve is exceptional primarily becauséthe seasonal

congregationof grizzlybearsto feed on fall chum salmon.

KitRange/NorthCache Creekis located within the PeelWatershedPplanningRregion and
is approximately 973 km2 in size. It is located directly north of Tombstone

Lhutsaw
Wetland

KILOMETRES

Territorial Park and will serve to maintain the wilderness character of the area and
continue to support community cultural activities.

Yukon-CharleyRiversNational Reserveis located immediately west of the planning
Rregion, within Alaska,and is approximately 10,226km2 in size. It was designatedin 1980
in order to provide protection for the entire onemillion-acre watershed of the Charley

Riveranda 115 mile stretch ofthe YukonRiver. { ¢ t WppatYukonArea Plan also
borders the planning area.
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2.3 ENVIRONMENT

The Dawson planningRregion is bisected by the Taiga Cordillera Ecozone in the north
and the Boreal Cordillera Ecozone in the south. The Taiga Cordillera is a subarctic
Rregion that covers most of the northern half of Yukon and the southwest corner of the

Northwest Territories. The Boreal Cordillera is an extension of the boreal forest zone that

stretches from Labrador to Yukon.
Most of the planningRregion was part of Beringia, a landscape spanning northwestern

North America to eastern Slberlalm&trﬁglaeﬁed—afeaﬂﬁas—a—re&rgﬁemﬁﬁs—and

weHd—Berlngla was unglamated durlng the Plelstocene epoch and as a result has some
of the highest occurrences of endemism in North America and is a unique biodiversity
hotspot relative to most areas in the north.

In particular, remnant patches of steppe ecosystems, found on steep slopes along

riverbanks and less commonly low elevation flat areas, host a large portion of the
endemic vascular plants in this regior.

Most of theRregion is forested but there are areas of alpine, subalpine, taiga shrublry
meadows and wetlands. Wetlands cover roughly 1@pereent of the planningRregion.
Active riparian zones (areas along rivers and streams that are periodically flooded by
flowing water) cover about four percent of the planningrregion.

The largest subwatershed in theRregion is the Central Yukon, which includes tributaries

of Sixty Mile River and the Indian River. The Yukon River is the largest river in the planning

Rregion and generally flows north and west to the CanadaAlaska boundary. Significant
tributaries to the Yukon River include the Klondike River, White River and the Stewart
River.

TheRregion is underlain by continuous and discontinuous permafrost; permafrost is
generallymore widespread in the northernand-higher-elevationareas of the planning
Rregion, on north-facing slopes and in valley bottomi

The most distinct geologic feature of the planningrregion is the Tintina Trench, which
runs northwest-southeast, a nearly 1,000 km fault line along the continental margin of
ancient North America.The Tintina Trench is a major migration corridor for sandhill
cranes, tundra swans, peregrine falcons and numerous other bird specied.o the north
of the fault, rocks and mountains were formed from sediments deposited along the
ancient coastline (e.g., shaleslate, sandstone and chert). Gold eroding from quartz
veins was concentrated by preice age rivers into placer sand and gravel deposits.

Wildfires and flooding represent the two greatest natural disturbances in th&region.

The Klondike Plateau (Map 5d®ource Assessment Report, DRPC 2020) has some of the
highest levels of fire activity in Yukon, with an average fire cycle approximately 100
years. The Dawson Fire Management District has the highest frequency of fire and the
largest area burned by wildland fire in the Yukon (Government of Yukon, 2012).

Flooding in the planningRregion can occur as a result of a variety of hydrological
processes depending on stream or river size and morphology. Flooding on the Klondike
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and Yukon Rivers has historically been driven by ice jams that form during spring
breakup. Freshet can also cause peak water levels on these rivers, but freshetlated
flooding has historically been less severe. Peak water levels on smaller streams and
rivers can be driven by ice jamming, spring freshet, or summer precipitation.

The annual mean temperature for the planning region i.6°C, with an average of
340mm of precipitation. Average winter temperatures are25°C, and the majority of
precipitation occurs in summer. Increasing temperature and changes to precipitation
have led to increased disturbancedue to permafrost thaw and may also be impacting

fire behaviour and forest recovery from wildfie QPerrin and Jolkowski 2022). Commented [A60]: Perrin, A. & Jolkowski, D. (2022).
. . . _— . . Yukon climate ch indicat d key findi

The boreal forest supports a wide range of values including wildlife habitat, ecological S, S 00 o G, Sl Uil

health, carbon sequestration, and a sustainable renewable resource economy. 126p.

Somekey-species in theRregionthat have high biocultural importance to local people| https:/www.yukonu.ca/sites/defaultffilesfinline -

include but are not limited to: caribou (including the Fortymile, Clear Creek, Nelchina files/Indicators2022_FinalReport.pdf

Hart River and Porcupine herds), moose, sheep, grizzly beavplverine, and salmon. Commented [A61]: /bu 13! wIUR} W2 ¢ Nz 1J 5

The planning region is also home to several species that have otherwise limited range el Impelines (121 SO SUEgEsizs e

makes this explicit.

distributions, such as collared pika, Ogilve Mountains collared lemmings, Yukon
podistera and Bering cisco As such, the global stewardshigesponsibility for these

species in the planning region is hiqﬁn. Commented [A62]: Rare species within the planning
region.

2.4 PEOPLEAND COMMUNITIES

The Dawson planningRregion is contained entirely withink | &k YUT | t Wecs | A6k ROWNI ¢ T
Territory. It also contains areas of overlap with the Traditionallerritoriesof the First

Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun-and, Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation and the asserted

traditional territory of White River First Nation TheRregion contains unique historical,

archaeological, and palaeontological values.

ERUHUWqRGNWWRAGGVEGY!I RedAWNI ¢k YUT | t Wes] A6KRUWGUYGOWWE ¢ 213WaR21IT Wwe U
area of the Yukon River valley and its tributaries, spanning the Yukédaskaborder.

Theyrelied heavilyon the salmon runs of the YukonRiverand continue to utilize fish

camps along its shores. They hunted big game, trapped furbearers, and harvested other

resources by moving to different areas of the land according to theeasons. They

interacted with other groupsthrough extensivetrading networks to exchange

resources. To this day, most of these traditional practices continue.

NYT ¢! AWNI «k YOT | t Wes| A6k RUWG ¢ RUq RRegiddlt al YUNRWHRz G qel ¢dwArYOUWHqRY U4
Language,song, and celebration, in addition to cultural and subsistence land use,

continue to grow andthrive.

ERUHUWNRI + quUAYUqcecHqWs Ra6WEz21 YGWe¢ Ut AWNI «k YUT | t Wes] A6k RUWGUY GO WU
economy have been significantly impacted by economics, epidemics, and conflicts well

A YOT W8 DRI WeYaWaeUT+ IOWEWqaqia Gl UqWe!l Wéet WRAGGY! q¢ Uqllq VY Waé IWNI &
the RN RYUWRUKAG 2 T MdbdéhideNefikd 6 ¢ WIE OR A2 Wt It kK Rq tO

The first direct European influence came to thé&region when Jack McQuesten

established a trading post at Fort Reliance on the YukonRiverin 1874.[Thetown of Forty

RqRYUc¢ @ LW
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mMile was established twelveen years later to accommodate miners and traders who
had movedto the area. Thediscoveryof goldin the Klondikevalleyin 1896led to the
establishment of the City of Dawson and the subsequent Klondike Gold Rush. By the
summer of 1898, the City of Dawson was the largest city in Canada west\Wfinnipeg,
with a population of 40,000. Its population quickly declined to 5,000 people in 1902.

ThdtewpreﬁheCity of Dawsod, located 536km north alongthe North Klondike

Highway from Whitehorse, is the only major permanent community in the planning

Rregion. The Yukon Bureau of Statistics estimate that as of December 2017 theneasa
population of 2,220peopleresidingin Dawsonand the immediate surroundingarea
(including West Dawson, Sunnydale,Rock Creek,and Henderson Corner), which

represents approximately 5. %pereenq WY n Wo 2 t YUKt WqV q ¢|Beb@aV Ge @ ¢
settlements with permanent residents occur within theRregion outside of the
community-City of Dawson. These areas include Sunnydale and West DawsdBear
Creek,RockCreek,andc 13 UT 131 Co¥hérrAbmall number of residential properties

also occur alongmajor highwaycorridors.

2.5 ECONOMY

TheRregion boasts a diverse economy that includes mining, tourism, agriculture, and
forestry alongside a traditional economy characterized by a stewardship and
subsistence mode of production.lThegevefﬁmeﬁfpublic sector is an important
employer in theRregion and thd fastestgrowing sectorsbf the Rregional economyis
inare art, recreation, and cultural resources|

2.5.1 [Transportation

TheRregion contains an existing highway network that is important to th&region and

Territory for transporting goods and services to th&region and provides access to the

North and Alaska. The notable routes in th&region include the DempsterHighway, the

North Klondike Highway,and the Top of the World Highway. Many of the highways in the
Rregion are in areas of permafrost and are affected by permafrost thaw related to
development and/or climate change.

TheRMINRY UKkt W R21J1I WOWaqs YI ¢ WRt Wedt YWe UWRAGGY! q
for industry and provides tourism and cultural benefits to theRregion.

2.5.2 Non-Renewable Resources

For well over a century, economic development in the DawsoRplanning Rregion has

been closely linked to its mineral wealth, and there is a good potential for the longerm

health of the mining industry in theRregion. Hard rock (quartz) and placer exploration

and mining are distinct land use activities; each has its own pattern of exploration,
development, production, and reclamation. 9. %cpereentY n W? ¢ 5+ YUKk + Wl 13+ RIT

Commented [A63]: Forty Mileestablished in 1886.
Changed for accuracy.

Commented [A64]: Consistency of use of Dawson,
City of Dawson, Dawson planning region, Dawson
area. Ensure that appropriate and clear term is used.
City of Dawson is the official name, use this rather
than town, community or municipality for clarity and
consistency. When speaking to the planning region
use Dawson planning region rather than simply
Dawson region.

Commented [A65]:
relevancy

Update figures for current

Commented [A66]: Clarify if this is by employment,
GDP or both and include citation. Also indicate what
this means for the overall economy, fastest growing
could still be the smallest sector. More detail is
needed to provide reader with a fulsome picture of
what is driving the economy in the region.

Commented [A67]: Use standard names from North
American Industry Classification System to describe
F UHqY! t OWf qWRt We OHGWE | Ws
sector is.

Commented [A68]: Add information on existing
resource road network, these roads are used
throughout the region. Access and access
management are issues spoken to throughout the
Plan and resource roads play a key role in this.

13U q LW

employment is in nonrenewable resources (as compared to 2.80perecentY n o a t YUK t LWL

population). Non-renewable development is also supported by other economic
activities, including supporting sectors such as fuel delivery, equipment rentals,
hospitality, and transport services.
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25.2.1 |Hard Rock Mining|

Commodities of potential and established economic interest in the DawsoriRregion
include precious and base metals, notably gold, silver, copper, cobalt, molybdenum,
lead, zinc, and uranium. TheRregion hosts several critical metal occurrences, including
minerals used in the production of batteries for electric vehicles (the battery metals).
Hard rock mineral exploration is a significant economic activity within the planning
Rregion. Approximately 10opereent of the labour force are directly involved in the
mining industry (placer/hard rock).lln 2018, exploration expenditures in tk Rregion
reached a record high of $147 million. In 2020, there were 26 active mineral exploration
projects in the planningRregion being undertaken by 16 companies or individuals. As of
May 2021, there were 40,745 active and pending quartz claims in the planniRgegion
(39,274 and 1,498, respectively) covering an area of 8,020 kmz?, or 24%®ercent of the

2.5.2.2 Placer Mining

Due to its unglaciated terrain and extensive mineralization, the Dawson Mining District is
the most productive placer mining district in the territorylln 2020, placer gold production

in the Yukon had an estimated value of $173 millior87% of this value enters directly into
the local and Yukon economy via goods and services, fuel purchases, and wa@e‘&s of
December 2018, there were 18,291 active and pendingacer claims in the planning
Rregion covering an area of 2,556 or 5.6% of thi&egion. Claims are primarily located

within the watersheds of the Klondike, Indian, and west Yukon Rivers (Fortymile and Sixty
Mile rivers, and Moosehorn Range), as well as tributaries to the lower Stewart River. More
than 1,900 km of placer streams (i.e.major gold-bearing streams with significant
mechanized placer mining operations) are found within the plannin&region.

2.5.3 Renewable Resources

LAccording to the 2016 census, 1.% percentof Dawson resident employmendis in
renewable resources (agriculture forestry, fishing, hunting), the same proportion as for
o2t YUkt WGYGe ¢ qRYUWL¢ Gt YWWUNIONWGWI #IJUqb KO

2.5.3.1 Forestry and Timber

F’rmbeﬁharvest—is—aeﬂve—mme DawsonPplanning Rregionhas an active forestry

economy, aﬂd—iﬂha’[ began in the late nineteenth century. Forest management in the
Rregion is guided by the Dawson Regional Forest Resources Management Plan which

Commented [A69]: Propose adding a section
speaking to critical minerals which should include:
fTheir use as raw inputs for clean technologies will
hasten the transition to a greener economy and
reach the global CO2 emission goals.
YIA statement on global and federal support for
securing critical mineral supply chains.
A table that shows how nickel, cobalt, copper and
manganese are utilized across clean energy
technologies.
TAccess scenarios

Commented [A70]: Provide further information on
the overall trends for the region rather than figures
from individual years as trends provide a better
representation of the industry rather than a single year
which could be an outlier.

Commented [A71]: Staking is prohibited but claims
still exist in the park. Confirm if number includes or
excludes these claims and add more to this disclaimer
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Commented [A72]: Same as above, provide further
information on the overall trends for the region rather
than individual years.

{Commented [A73]: Citation needed ]

Commented [A74]: Update figures based on 2021
census

Commented [A75]: Forestry includes more than
timber harvest. Edited for accuracy

¢t W W2R0aYGWT WRUOWGE! qUII + 6 RGWs RqéW] Y211 Ual0qWyYnwoet YOWe UT WRNI

Timber harvest requires road, trail, or river access and often, road access created by
other land users creates opportunity for the efficient harvest of mature timber.

Most forestry roads in the DawsorPplanning Rregion are seasonal, temporary roads,

with controlled access, which areldecommissioned aspero et YUBt O] YI 1t qlOAI

Roads Standardsonce harvest and reforestation activities are complete.

2.5.3.2 Agriculture
The DawsonPplanning Rregion contains some of the best agricultural land in the Yukon
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and current agricultural production in the DawsonRregion is geared towards the local

market. Yukon Farm Products and Services guide lists 12 farms in the Dawson area,

supplying vegetables, herbs, berries, chicken, eggs, pork, preserves, syrups,

ornamentals, bedding plants, field crops, hay, and dairy prodcts. Potential exists to

expand food production and valueadded operations.

fOoWw IRPIOqW! Yel t AWNI « YUT | t Wes| #H6k ROWS ¢t WAYUqRUz UT W6 W 32130 YGHh
P YItRUODW[ ¢! G W e ULt et LgHERR (OrRkhd dahdinie lgdm tdgkbddN 6 ¢ WE | ql kK Y 6

our food). The farm is an important education tool, employer, and revenue generatorrfo

NI k YOT | tWes| A6k ROWe UT WRY WeW2ecte T WGI YNNI ¢cGWs Rag6RUWqs WWHY G G2 URGg
N6 UWnel GUE e GGORIWY WaYHRcOGW2UINWage HIGWY AWEINNE AWGYedql ! AWwe UT WGEYI t Wn
and market sale.

\Warmer temperatures due to climate change may increase the viability of some crops
providing different agricultural opportunities in the future. However, other impacts such
as increasing climaterelated extreme events or significantly der or wetter seasons may

present significant challenges to local agriculture‘. Commented [A77]: Added climate change
considerations related to agriculture.

2.5.3.3 Traditional Economy

Traditional economy is based on the harvest of naturaksources; it provides meat, fish,
berries, fuelwood, and income from fur. It also provides raw materials for cultural
products. There are direct and indirect values associated with the traditional economy
that are linked to health and wellbeing, spiritualty, community, culture, and
stewardship.

The importance of traditional landbased activities is not fully accounted for by its
monetary contribution to the regional economy. Country food is crucially important for
nutritional well-being. The activities of harvesting materials are a source of cuital value
and social well-being which are not easily quantifiable in the western sense.

There are many traditional travel and trading routes throughout thiregion that
continue to be important to the traditional economy.

TheRregion includes 42 trapping concessions for harvest of furbearers such as wolf,
! UfAaWAce2 AwWe UT Wwa ¢!l qUUIOWEN 2] ¢d WY nWad 3t JWwWaYURIDE RYO Wel 13W6 K
citizens (approximately 40 percent).

It is important to understand the interconnectivity of values and resources that are
essential to, and byproducts of the Firaditional Eeconomy.

25.3.4 [Tourism|

Tourism is the largest employment sector in the DawsoRregion, with\27%rpefeeﬁ%0f
the employmend. The DawsonPplanning Rregion offers considerable opportunities for
totdrismthis sector. Theeommunity-City of Dawson includes well establishedtotitisi
services, attractions, accommodations, and businesses. Tourism in théregion is a
significant contributor to the local and territorial economies.

Commented [A78]: Include reference toN | k YUT
Klondike UNESCONorld Heritage status as a tourism
draw.

Commented [A79]: Cite figure and indicate if this
varies seasonally.

While the Yukon is marketed primarily as a wilderness destination, the Dawson
Pplanning Rregion uniquely represents other tourism values, including the rich cultural
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placer mining.

Tourism provides seasonal and yearound jobs for residents, as well as seasonal jobs

for transient summer workers. Prior to the COVIEL9 pandemic, there were significant

increases in visitor numbers and tourist spending, with the addition of new attractios

such as the Inuvik to Tuktoyaktuk highway opening, and television production in Dawson.

TheRregion also includes four big game outfitting concessions that provide employment

and income for outfitting operations in theRregion.

2.6 TRHONDEKHWECHKN HOLISTICVIEW

The Tr'ondék Hwéch'in traditional view of the land is much different than as described
above in this section. The following excerpts from We are Dénezhu (2019) provides a

brief introduction to this perspective.

N6 IWWNI k YOT | t Wes| A6k RUWG ¢ 2 0WYHA2 GRUT W6 R Waldl | RaVYIl ! WnY! WedidWagR
m8el WieUT WiR21IJt We UOT WHI 3¢ q6 13t IOWf qWRY We G R2WJWs Ra6WGYs I rowsg e | Wwice U
sky, the stars and the wind. It is the people and the animals, the fish and the plants. It i5 a
life force. Our land shapes our world. Our beliefs, thoughts, and dmns are responses to
the land itself and in return the land provides for us. We work together to maintain this

| DARGI YRc¢OGW Widc qRYUt 6 RGO

/Bl DWel DWGUY GO WY nlWagé R Wide UT IOWf qé ¢t W 6 ¢|GUIT Wet WnY!l WNWUWI ¢ qRY U
it has cared for us. The land itself brought our worldview into being. It teaches us that we
are an essential part of a bigger environment. We understand ourselves émur place in
q6élWs YI 0T WROWI Wade qRYULWgYWecaddWYgqé 1l WHIIRUONt IOWNGS Rt WRY Wagd WWnYeUT ¢
ms&el WIUOT el ROUNDWI Waéec qRYUt 6RGWs RagéWYel Wice Ul WRt WYeal W Rac NIJIOWS 2 |
land and our place in this world is created, understood and owned through these

t qYl RIJI IOw

i Wtoe | Wto?2 |1 UWAB6zetoNl BYUT | t tocs | A6 BRUK] Y21 UG W Uqtoe lOYZ T4

Section 6 TLandscape Management Units (pagel60)includes manystories illustrating
q6 JWRUqUI I B¢ qRYUt 6 RGWY N Waq 6 1J U= |Uft GAIRUR O ald 1 @ IMRGRYI Ual Yz | HIJt Wq Y WNI
and culture.

2.7 ’CLIMATECHANGEt Commented [A80]: Added more information

. . .. L . . . regarding expected changes to temperature and
Cllmatg change is ant|C|pate_d to hav_ea significant impacts on the Region. Warming prgcipitaﬂon ‘i)n the regiongbased on’:node”ed
trends in the DawsonPplanning Rregion exceed those of southerrRregions of Canada. projections. Modelling was also completed for each

LMU and is provided in the memo for consideration by

From 1955 to 2004, weather stations in Dawson and Mayoutside of the planning e e

region)reflect awarmingtrend of approximately sixdegreesCelsius per century. Trends
in precipitation over the last century show greater spatiavariability in central Yukon

with a 29%pereent per century decline in precipitation in the Dawsonarea, yet
significanta27%per century increasein the Mayo{27pereentpercentury)yand a30%per
century increase in Pelly (Mayo and Pelly are outside of the planning regiof§6-pereentper
eentury) areas(Werner et al., 2009).
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Commented [A81]: Accurate statement but
outdated reference.

-When considering future climate change, it is important to use
scenarios that outline a range of potential future greenhouse gas emissions
pathways. This helps account for variability and uncertainty. Climate projections
presented in the Plan include a modrate emissions reduction scenario (SSP245),

¢ UT We Wres Y1+ qUAect D6 RN WIIGRE + RYUY Wt AJUCI RYWEEAPYPb Ws 6131 1JL
rise significantly.

Climate projections wereextracted in September 2023 using the data provided on
climatedata.ca, the official provider of climate projections for Canada. The dataset
used was produced by the Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium which downscaled
twenty-six Global Climate Models fromthe CMIP6 experiment using a Quantile Delta
Mapping method.

The data presented here represents the median range of projections (the 10th and
90th percentiles) for two future periods of 30 years (2042070 and 20712100), for

two climate scenarios; SSP245 and SSP285 and are expressed as changes
compared to an histoiical baseline which was set to 1971 to 2000. Using 3@ear
averages as well as two different ensembles of scenarios helps to increase the
confidence in the values presented. However, sharing of lived experience and the
expansion of continual monitoring ofclimate variables in the planning region is
necessary to further align onthe-ground changes with computer model outputs.

Climate projections indicate that average annual temperatures for the planning area
will increase by between 24°C by midcentury, and as much as 46°C by the end of
century under a moderate emissions scenario. A high emissions scenario projects
that average annual temperatures in the planning area will increase by-8°C by mid
century, and as much as 59°C by end of century. Temperature increases are
greatest in winter, and in the more northerly parts of the planning area.

Climate projections predict a significant rise in total precipitation across the region.

In a moderate emissions scenario, average annual precipitation for the planning area
is projected to increase by between 1683% by midcentury, and by 2744% by the

end of the century. In a worstcase scenario, average annual precipitation could
increase by 1639% by midcentury, and by 2564% by endof-century. Projected
changes in precipitation are greatest in spring and fall. At these times, average
temperatures arestill projected to remain below zero, suggesting that this

precipitation will primarily fall as snow. However, this may vary significantly from
ear toyear.
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Figure2-2 Projected seasonal temperature changes for the 2040s under climate scenario SSP245 (Relative to 1:20D0

baseline)
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Figure2-3 Projected seasonal precipitation changes for the 2040s under climate scenario SSP245 (Relative to 120D
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Thesechanging temperature and precipitation patterns have cascading effects on the
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environment and communities, such as changing flooding risksgxacerbating

accelerating permafrost thaw, altering wildfire regimes,and impacting access to land and

% u1 abueyd uonejdidaid

water. Thesechangeswottd in turn impact wildlife and-fish, and habitats further

impacting the traditional economy and subsistence land usesMany climate change
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impacts will be irreversible on any meaningful timescale. Preserving ecologically
representative areas and connectivity are examples of activities that will help retain the
climate resilience of wildlife and fish.

A changing climate can affect many of the interests and activities in the Dawson

PplannlngRreglon H—ts—ﬂﬁefe#efemaeﬁaﬁ{—tha{—eeﬁs-tdefaﬂeﬁbe@veﬁfe-befh

pmﬂmg—pfeees&Manaqement dlrectlon to emnlov adaotlve manaqemenand apply
the precautionary principle provide opportunities to iteratively consider climate
change during implementation and review of the Plan.
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3 PLANCONCEPTS

This section of the Plan describes the management and conservation tools used by the
Plan. The vision, goals, principles, and objectives of the Plan are used to guide the
application of these tools in land use management decisions in the DawsoRplanning
Rregion.
These concepts have been selected to ensure consistency with good planning practice
and the applied concepts in otherRregional land use plans in Yukon:

1 Landscape Management Units

1 LandYse-Designation System

1 GeneralManagementDirections

T \Special ManagementAfeasDirections\ Commented [A82]: Assumed typo, changed to

1 Results Based Management Framework match heading for 3.4, pluralized as there are multiple
. directions

1 Cumulative Effects Management

3.1 LANDSCAPEMANAGEMENTUNITS

The DawsonPplanning Rregion has been divided into discrete areas of land. Consistent

with other Rregional land use plans, these are called Landscape Management Units

(LMUs). Each LMU is identified and delineated from the others based on a review of

human use, ecological properties, current and anticipated levels of development, and/or

identified land use issues. Each LMU has a distin¢ﬂaﬂagemeﬂ+intent }\Nhich translates Commented [A83]: b~ ¢ Uc NG WUqWRUq
to differences in how they are designatedortand-tiseand what special management Table 31¢ UT WRY WUY qligs Wt ¢ & 1uw

. . . . EqcqUdNUqwWRUOAG2T 13T Wn VYl W
directions apply (seeSection 6 T Landscape Management Units ). intent in Table 31 seems to link more closely to the

As much as possible, the boundaries of each LMU follow an existing natural (e.g., designation as described in the next section.
watershed, major river), ormanl ¢ T JWu JIONIOAWS RNEs ¢! AWNI «k YUT | t Wes ] A6k ROWG ¢ UT Wt 1J0
boundary. Where applicable, LMU boundaries have been delineated to be consistent

with adjacent Rregional land use plans.
The Planrecommends-estabtishingestablishes 21 LMUs within the DawsorPplanning

Rreglon (see Map T Land De&gnaﬂons)l?h&maﬂagefﬁeﬁ*rmfeﬁﬁeheaeh%kha&bee

Commented [A84]: Brought into last sentence of first
paragraph to avoid repetition.

3.2 LANDUSEDESIGNATIONSYSTEM

The purpose of a Landdse Designation System is tadeseribe-set the management intent

of each identified Landscape Management Unitl(MU) (Table 31).[Each LMU has been | Commented [AB5]: Defined above )
assigned a landuse-eategoerydesignation depending on the priority values and land use
issues identified within the area, and the sensitivity of each area to disturbance.

Commented [A86]: These two paragraphs repeat the
same concept.
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The deS|gnat|on system recommended for the Dawson plannlriareglonllssrmﬂaﬁe—t-ha{

majertwo categones#e@md&ﬂa&managemen’reﬁhﬁdﬂseﬂeﬂwﬁe{s
1 Integrated StewardshipAreas; and

$—Special ManagementAreas.;anéd

1 FuturePtanningareas
Areas requiring further consideration ardabelled as future planning areaswith interim
management until such time as further planning occurs.

In addition to directions related to the designation, general management directionsand
special management directions, in-seme-tane-managementunits additional evertays-or
eorridorsdirections will apply these-arewithin overlay areasin applicable landscape
management units:

3.2.1 Integrated Stewardship Areas

The Integrated Stewardship Area (ISA) designation is used to identify areas where there
are a multitude of activities happening on the Iandhat should be aIIowed to continue

vatue-The intent of all ISAs is to enable existing and future economic activities for both
surface uses and subsurface resource extraction.3As also encompasses+the cultural

Iandscapes recreatlonal areas, and |mportant Wlldllfe habltatbener&I—Maﬁagemeﬁt

ISAs allow for existing and ne\bﬁdu&tﬂaHand uses, including but not limited to mining

and exploration, forestry, agriculture, traditional economyie, tourism, and renewable
energy-and-ethertand-useactivities. Existing and new surface access is also allowed.
Land management in these areas is based on the concept of stewardship as described in

Section 1.9.2T1 Stewardshlp (page 23)}I:and—use—rn—these—areas—os—subjeet—teﬁﬂsﬁﬂg

ISAs are each assigned &nd-sub-designation (ISA 14) to further indicate the relative

Ievel of conservatlon or development focus (see Table-.’B) These land deS|gnat|ons are

{Commented [A87]: Unnecessary information

{Commented [A88]: Repetitive

[ Formatted: Body Text, No bullets or numbering

Commented [A89]: Brought reference to table into
first sentence of first paragraph of section.

Commented [A90]: Rephrase to what these areas
Cl Wl ¢q61l Waée Ulls 6 ¢ qllgé I
include high conservation values (e.g. species at risk
habitat) but that may not translate to a need for an
SMA designation for the whole LMU.

Commented [A91]: 6] kt We UT I + q¢ OT
are meant to apply to all designations not just ISAs bu’
this statement is not included in s.3.2.2 or 3.2.3.
Propose removing text here and adding statement of
where they apply to s.3.3.

Commented [A92]: Uses are not limited to industrial
land uses, glossary definition of industrial land use
does not include outfitting, tourism, recreation etc.
which would all be allowed.

Commented [A93]: This conflicts with some special
management directions for ISAs (e.g. LMU 21 SMDs Z
and 4 prevent quartz exploration and development). If
there are management directions that apply to all ISAs
(or to one of the four subtypes), they should be clearly
articulated including any restrictions. This information
should be presented in a separate section of the Plan
along with other applicable directions for ease of use
by Plan readers.

See Proposed Changes for Effective Document Desig|
and Writing Style document for more fulsome
depiction of proposed structural changes.

Commented [A94]: This is not unique to ISAs, a
general statement should be added to the Plan that all
land uses are still subject to regulatory processes in
addition to the managementdirections set out in the
Plan.

Commented [A95]: Development category is
undefined, Table BN WULRU A G 2 T 13t W¢ Wb~ ¢
column.

Commented [A96]: Not all disturbances are
included in surface disturbance therefore not
cumulative.

disturbance and linear feature density jndieater thresholds. Eumutative-effeets | Commented [A97]: Changed for consistency )
JIsturbance anci : vy 1CS. [SUTTAIe 1 SO WHY 6

Commented [A98]: Repetitive,explained in 3.6
below

Commented [A99]: SMAs in the Plan are not the
same as those established under Chapter 10. They
could be established under Chapter 10 but inclusion
in a land use plan does not do this automatically.
Chapter 10 also does not require that SMAs be
conservation areas.
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A Special Management Area is intended to be jointly managed by Government of Yukon
¢UT WNI k YOT | t Wes| #6k RUAWRUWqEIIW GRI Ra LY n W9
Plan implementation SMAs will require permanent prohibition of entry orderor placer

and quartz, withdrawal from disposition for oil and gas,development of a management

plan and legal designation.

The level of protection within an SMA will be based on theeommended-management
intent and special management directions, which are set out irsection 6 T Landscape
Management Units (page 160).

The management of each SMA will be further defined in a management plan developed
for each area, witheo-joint management among theGovernmentof YukonGeverament
and Flrst Natlon governments«}aﬁeHﬁpﬂerﬁcheﬁewabhkReseweeewneﬂﬁaﬁeLﬁsh

Further work to understand how climate change is affecting these areas (i.e., monitog
changes, forecasing future conditions) can help inform conservation approaches.
Retaining the natural landscape is a way to maintain ecosystem resilience in th&egion.

An SMAIn the Plan,is an area managed for conservationLand use activityin SMAs is

allowed in accordance with the managementntent and directions of the individual LMU.
Existingdispositions are honoured andwork is otherwise allowed to continue provided it
meets Plan thresholds andmanagement directions. Staking newplacer or quartz claims

is DI’OthIted in SMAsiﬁdustﬂaHaﬁd—use—is—geﬁeraHy—rm%albwed—m—Hﬂese—areas

OW Pto G 0 G 8
. 9,

These areas require legal designation, which should be determined by the Parties

qél YeNSWRGGH I
respeetedsupported|In the spiritof Section 10.5 of theTHFA Management of Future

SMAs, the Government of Yukoh Y q 6 131 5 Rt 1J liliatIthe BddtiesttdlthesP
1. will have joint management authority for all of theSMAsin the Dawson
planning region;
2. shall jointly prepare, or have prepared a management plan for eachMA
3. shall jointly make best efforts to complete the management plans within five
years of the establishment of theSM#As; and
4. shall jointly review each management plan at least once every 10 yedrs.

3.2.3 Sub-RegionatEuture Planning Areas
This Plan identifiesthree areas for future planning and makes recommendations fostib-

regionat-pltans-to-be-completed-foithe interim management ofthese areas. The areas
that are recommended for futureeﬁub-fegfenaplanmng aréi:MH—Ia—ehu—Keﬁ—Bek

Cruken River Corrider - {page 1745 LMU12:N | k Y e It (Kiendike Valley) (page

218),and the Dempster Highway Corridor (Sectlon 5.4.3.1.1) (pagelSO).lDetalled

42
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Commented [A100]:
Chapter 10 definition,
this.

Removed as this is part of the
the Plan does not need to follow

BUO0q¢ qRYUAWG!I Y2RT T Wqé ¢ aqllaé LU

Commented [A101]: Most of the Special
Management Areas state that industrial land uses are
allowed up to a threshold level and do not specify that
this would need to be within existing tenure.

In addition, forestry and agriculture (industrial land
uses per the glossary) are allowed in certain SMAs an
do not have existing dispositions. This creates a
contradiction with some LMU descriptions (LMU 4 for
forestry, LMU 10 for agriculture and forestry). To
maintain the ability for those uses in these LMUs this
sentence needs to be rephrased.

Commented [A102]: YG supports the inclusion of
language similar to the Peel Watershed Regional Lanc
Use Pan to clarify governance and management roles
for the Parties related to SMAs. Specific suggestions
have been included in tracked changes below.

Commented [A103]: f nlWo] Kkt WGI YGY1t |
qVYlWx ~OWOWRY WEHANGq T ALWHGE

Commented [A104]: See letter and memo for further
RUNYIl G¢qRYUWYUWO] kt W WHY

R
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interim direction and intent statements and guidance can be found ifsection 6 T
Landscape Management Units (page 160),Section 5.4.3.1 - Existing Highway Access
(pagel30)and Section 7 1 Plan Implementation (page274)l

3.2.4 [Overlay Areas

In addition to SMAs and ISAs, some areas require special consideration and additional
management direction to balance competing land uses and address specific planning
issues. These areas require anverlayover the existing designations

3.2.4.1 |[Caribou Stewardship Area

A Caribou Stewardship Area is an ISA with a specific conservation focus and it applies to
x~OWTalli U6 ql kpagecosaaqdMUY21t Wedzey Ty (Fortymile Caribou
Corridor) (page 268). The intent of these areas is protection of the caribou population
and habitat, which have high ecological and cultural values. Industrial development and
access could have a potential negative impact on caribou values.

[The intent is not to allocate these areas with a legal designation for protectig-and-they
i ot e : bty

3.2.4.2 \Wetland of Special Importance |

N6l YanR6Waq6WWaldl | RaYl RECOGWAYGRA! WnVYI WaélJWEqld

Special Importance is an area wherein the wetlands merit enhanced protection and
specific mitigation measures to ensure there iso loss or reduction of wetland

benefits . Wetlands of Special Importance can be identified through regional land use
planning. The Wetlands of Special Importance boundaries can be applied to a portion of
a Landscape Management Units, or extendedcross several units, depending on the
distribution of wetlands of interest.

The Plan includesthree areas which should be identified as Wetlands of Special
43

Commented [A105]: This information should be
limited to one section for ease of use.

Commented [A106]: Given that overlays currently
apply to entire LMUSs, it is unclear why a separate
additional designation is needed rather than simply
adding special management directions related to
these values to the LMU. YG would like to continue
working with the Commission and TH to revise the
caribou overlays, including boundaries, which would
improve their usefulness. Wetland overlays apply to a
single LMU and should be removed as a separate
designation.

Commented [A107]: YG would like to work with TH
and the Commission to update Caribou Overlays
including boundaries and an approach that would
achieve the intent of these overlays. See memo for
written reasons for this proposed modification.

Commented [A108]: YG does not support the use of
interim withdrawals. See Major proposed changes
document for written reasons for this proposed
modification.

Commented [A109]: Structural redundancy, WSA
overlay only apples to LMU 17 so any directions
related to it should be brought forward as special
management directions for this area rather than
included as a separate overlay.

Commented [A110]: New section proposed to
identify WSIs that should be designated under
Wetland Policy.
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Importance:

1_|Flat Creek Wetlands
9__Ladue River Wetlands
9_Scottie Creek Wetlands

Flat Creek Wetlands

This Wetland of Special Importanceencompasses allwetlands located in LMU 10:
Tintina Trench which forms part of the Klondike River catchment, excludinghose
wetlands within the Agriculture Corridor Aregsee Section 3.2.5). This includes wetlands
within the Flat Creek, Medrick Creek, Florence CreekBurton Creek, ParkeCreek, Gates
Creek and Glacier Creek drainagesas well as portions of the LittleSouth Klondike and
North Klondikeriver drainages within LMU 10.

Ladue River Wetlands

This Wetland of Special Importance encompasseshe entirety of the Ladue River
catchment within the planning region. This drainage extends from theonfluence of the
Ladue River and the White River northwest to the North Ladue Riyesithin LMU 19:
Tadzan Dék (White River)) and along the North Ladue Riveto the MatsonUplands,
including a small portion ofLMU 21 Wélzey Tay (Fortymile Caribou Corridor ) and LMU
16: Wédzey Nahuzhi (Matson Uplands).

Scottie Creek Wetlands

This Wetland of Special Importance encompassesill wetlands within the entirety of the
Scottie Creek drainage within the planning regioLMU 20:} 2 t LN a §Sidditia @reely
Wetlands)).

3:2.53.24.3 CorridorAre

Leessleleo o eo O WAoo ool IO he ooeno oo oo io o He=sveetalcensiderationand-—additienal

EorridorAreas:In these-Corridor aAreas, multiple land uses such as industrial activities,
residential areas, transportation, infrastructure development, tourism and recreation,
and traditional economic and subsistence use intersect with keyecological values.
Corridor Areas may require specific management directions to address these
overlapping or complex land use issues.

ﬂ—[AgricuIturaI Corridor Areas are defined as being m on bothsides from the

centreline of the North Klondike iHighway within-
1 AppliesteLMU10: Tintina Trench (page212j

f—HighwayCorridors aredefined as being 300metres onboth sides fromthe centre
line of the highway.See s. 5.43.1 for further information ontmajor Highway
Corridorsin the Rregion.-are:

o—bempstertighwayCorridor:

Commented [A111]: Name kept consistent with
what was previously in the Plan however, Tintina
Trench wetlands may better represent the now larger
area.

Commented [A112]: Changed to a subsection of
overlays as corridor areas do not appear to be
otherwise distinct from other overlay types.

However, this section does not detail any directions
that apply only within these areas and it isherefore
unclear why a separate subdesignation is needed
when general or special management directions could
otherwise cover off concerns. If so this section could
be removed to simplify the number of designations for
ease of use.

{ Formatted: Heading 4 }

Commented [A113]: Moved to beginning of overlay
section.

Commented [A114]: Directions for agricultural
corridor are unclear, if this only applies within LMU 10,
there is no need for a separate overlay. Any directions
related to the corridor can be included as special
management directions for LMU 10 and the overlay
can be deleted.

[ Formatted J
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o—Top-ofthe-Woerld-Highway-Corridor

3:2:63.2.5 Other Areas\ Commented [A115]: This information is already

NP T - _ . . captured more comprehensively in section 1.4.
P PTHe 7 ‘ Recommend removing to avoid unnecessary
repetition, if keeping Tombstone Territorial Park
should be added to the list of excluded areas.
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Table3-1 Summary of Land Designation System for Dawson Region

Commented [A116]: Both the characteristics of the
area and the management directions are listed here.
Need to make them separate and list the designation
specific management directions in the latter section
(as per suggested structure, between General and
Special management directions). See Proposed
Changes for Effective Document Design and Writing
document for additional details.

Sub- Management —
Category Description |
category | Intent
1 Veryhighecological or heritage/cultural value within a
L N sensitive biophysical setting
ISA 1 OWES 1 The priority in this area is to maintain ecological integrity and
Integrated _ Development etltural-heritage resources
Stewardship Area f Lowestthreshold for development
Areas where 1 Highecological and cultural valueswithin a moderately
development can Low sensitive biophysical setting
occur, subject to ISA 2 Devel 9 The priority in this area is to maintain ecological integrity and
special and general S I ettttrat-heritage resources and minimize land use impacts
management direction ﬂ Low threshold for deVelOpment
and monitoring of Moderate 1 Moderate ecological and cultural values within anoderately
. ISA 3 sensitive biophysical setting
cumulative effects Development :
- P I Conservativethreshold for development
indicators. - - —
Highest 1 Lower ecological or heritage/cultural value within a
ISA 4 'ghes moderately sensitive biophysical setting
Development Higher threshold for development
if):acial Management Highest R(Celco;qrr}(a]ndgd for pgrmar;e?tlll_vithdr?jwal 1;rorﬁany ne;v
; industrial land use, mineral staking and surface acces
Areas managed for Senserion 1 Identified as a SpecialManagementAreaconsistent with
conservation of Maintain Chapter-16-of theFNFA-with-rRequiresment for a legal
ecological and SMA ecological designation N B
editaratheritage integrity and 1 Requiresthe development of amanagementplan
resources, and long T
. cultural q ,
term maintenance of _ _ . — .
) values. aﬁdﬂerﬁe\#ﬁﬂﬂefaksfakﬁ%gﬂ%drspeeﬁraﬁ&pefﬂﬂﬁeb
wilderness :

Commented [A118]: Clarify if this is meant to apply
to only mineral tenure or other withdrawals. SMA
directions only speak to mineral withdrawals (except
LMU 1 which also mentions oil and gas). LMU
directions will need to provide clear guidance on what
uses are and are not allowed. The glossary in the Plar
includes agriculture and forestry in industrial land use.
The descriptions of several LMUs, including 4 and 10,
appear to contradict this definition as they appear to
support some forestry and agriculture in their
boundaries.

Commented [A117]: This is incorrect, given that
some SMAs currently have ISA 2 thresholds they do
not actually have the highest conservation in the Plan.

Commented [A119]: Designating an area an SMA in
the Plan is not the same as designating an area as an
SMA under Chapter 10.

a7

Commented [A120]: Withdrawal accomplishes no
new staking while allowing claims in good standing to
continue being developed.
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Sub- Management ——
Category Description |
category | Intent
characteristics
" 1 TheseiretudearetheLMU 12:N | & Y UT k Kandike
. Additional ; . X
Sub-RegionatFuture PA lannin Valley),|¥trkeﬁ{-l‘+rve~|=eefﬁdﬂrand the Dempster Highway
. SRHE i ;
Planning Area P : 9 Corridor.
required 1 Highestlevels of land use and development pressure
Maintain
ecological 9 Existingsurface and subsurface rights (e.g.,mineral, forestry,
integrity and etc.) are recognized, including access
cultural values —Recommendne newstakingonaninterimbasis{speeificte
Caribou Stewardshi Overla while allowing J)
ar P Y for low level 1 Surfaceaccessandsurface disturbance thresholds equivalent
Area oriow levels to ISA 1 or 2 (specific to LMU) and under strict Special
of carefully Management Direction (seeSection 6 T Landscape
managed land Management Units, page 160).
use activities.
Maintain
wetland
functions, 1 Appliesto LMU17: Nan Dhohdal (Upper Indian River
benefits Wetlands) (page 244).
ecological 1 Existingsurface and subsurface rights (e.g.,mineral, forestry,
\\Netland Stewardship : : etc.) recognized, including ability to access.
Overlay | integrity, and . . . .
Area tural val 1 Recommendno new staking on an interim basis.
I VeIl 91 Surfaceaccessand surface disturbance thresholds equivalent

while allowing
for low levels
of carefully
managed land

to ISA 2 (Low Development) and under strict Special
ManagementDirection.

48

Commented [A116]: Both the characteristics of the
area and the management directions are listed here.
Need to make them separate and list the designation
specific management directions in the latter section
(as per suggested structure, between General and
Special management directions). See Proposed
Changes for Effective Document Design and Writing
document for additional details.

Commented [A121]: See letter and memo for YG
recommendations related to this area.

Commented [A122]:
interim withdrawals.

YG does not support the use of

Commented [A123]: As this only applies to LMU 17
an overlay is not needed.
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Commented [A116]: Both the characteristics of the
area and the management directions are listed here.
Need to make them separate and list the designation
specific management directions in the latter section
(as per suggested structure, between General and
Special management directions). See Proposed
Changes for Effective Document Design and Writing
document for additional details.

Area

Sub- Management —
Category Description |
category | Intent
use activities.
Halt the loss or
reduction of
wetland 1 Applies to Flat Creek, Scottie Creek and Ladue River wetlang
benefits and (see page 44).
cultural 9 Existing surface and subsurface rights (e.g., mineral, forestry
values, while etc.) recognized, including ability to access.
_ allowing for 1 No development which could result in a loss of wetland area
Wetlands of Special Overla low levels of (all classes) or decrease wetland benefits should ballowed.
Importance . 1__A buffer, as outlined in Policy Recommendation 50, shall be
carefully applied around all wetlands within a Wetland of Special
managed land Importance.
use activities 1 Recommend designation of these areas as Wetlands of
which do not Special Importance, as per A Policy for the Stewardship of
impact these
wetlands.
Corridor areas | T Land within 300 meters on either side of the highway
Major Highway are for centreline of the Dempster, Klondike, and the Top of the
Corridors Overlay features where World Highways (seeSection 5.4.3.1 - Existing Highway
adjacent land Access, page 130).
] ) reqw.res 1 Applies toLMU 10: Tintina Trench(page 212).
[Agncultural [Corrldor Overlay special 1 Allows for agricultural leasespermitted-within-a 2 kilometer

consideration
and additional

Commented [A124]: Add bullet that surface
disturbances thresholds do not apply within highway
corridors (as per 3.6.3.1)

Commented [A125]: Explain what happens within
this area or delete.

buffer on either side of the North Klondike Highway.
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Commented [A126]: Clarify if/what surface
disturbance thresholds apply within agriculture
corridor. YG suggests that the surface disturbance
and linear density thresholds for the agricultural
corridor should be determined included in the overall
calculation for the LMU 10 thresholds (ISA 2 threshold
level), ie. it should not be separated from the rest of
LMU 10 with respect to cumulative effects thresholds.
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- Man ment
Category Sub ahageme ]Description ‘ Commented [A116]: Both the characteristics of the
category | Intent area and the management directions are listed here.
management Need to make them separate and list the designation
. ; specific management directions in the latter section
direction (as per suggested structure, between General and
beyond the Special management directions). See Proposed
. . Changes for Effective Document Design and Writing
deSlgnatlon- document for additional details.
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3.3 |GENERALMANAGEMENTDIRECTIONS

General management directions are meant to guide land use decisions in the
Pplanning Rregion. They are communicated in this Plan in the form of strategies and
recommendations and are intended to be integrated into existing regulatory and/or
assessment processes, such asY=ESABYukon Environmental and Socieeconomic
Assessment Board(YESAR project assessments and other land application review
processes. General managementirection for the Plan is organized around a results
based management framework.General management directions applyacross the
planning region in all LMUs.

3.4 SPECIALMANAGEMENTDIRECTIONS
Special management directions are condltlonsf&beapplled to specmc Landscape

Management Unitswhere-developmentis-altowed
attowed-withintSAsane-within-existing-tenure-in-SMA4L is important that effects

from development on priority values are avoided or mlnlleé.dThlS Plan aims to
accomplish sustainable development through recommended special management
directions. In general, the recommended special management directions fit into the
following categories:
1 Reduction in spatial and temporal overlap of industrial activities and ecological
and cultural values. For example: timing windows for certain activitieshat
account for changing climate conditions, special management for key species, no

development areas-
1 Minimizatior-Reduction of adverse effects fromsurfacegrotnd disturbance to key
values. Forexample: management strategies, access management planning
{__Coordinationet of development that allows for best use of land first and
reduction in land use conflicts;

Recommendations that supporthow future resource extraction projectsare
managed.

3.5 RESULTSBASEDMANAGEMENTFRAMEWORK

A results-based management framework is a structured way to determine if the Plan
goals and objectives are being met. It is a way to link general, highlewel objectives
with more detailed, operational decisions. The resultshased management framework
and its various components are summarized in Figure-3 ef-page49and guided the
development of Section 6 T Landscape Management Units , beginning page 160.

48

Commented [A127]: Add disclaimer that these and
the special management directions apply in addition
to any other legislative and regulatory requirements.

If something is already required, no need to add a
general management restating (i.e. remove any

I RI JHqRY Ut Wt ¢! RUNDWmBRN WI 13

Commented [A128]: Special management directions
also indicate where development is not allowed.

Commented [A129]: Important to minimize effects
of all development not just industrial land use.

Commented [A130]: This hasn't been done in this
document to date and the scale of the work required
to accomplish this is too large to be accomplished at
this stage of theprocess given the draft workplan and
timelines that the Commission has provided to the
Parties.

Commented [A131]: This is not providing any
management direction. Maybe it meant to say
ml WAEYGGUU0T ¢ qRY UL Waé ¢ qdAWR
OUNée qR2IDWRAG Ge At WY nwl 3t Y

Or, take it out as it is too specific (resource extraction
projects.)
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COMPONENT DEFINITION EXAMPLE S .
trategic

; Level
GOAL ngnaqdcéfqa;ﬁ?;sht 0l s Ell1S Latis Maintain ecological integrity.
Des'r?d el cqnd.mon G Maintain the amount of human-
OB_IECTIVE contributes to achieving the GOAL caused surface disturbance at or
and serves as basis for indicator
o below current levels.
monitoring.
Recommended approaches and
STRATEGY actions to achieve the OBJECTIVE. Conduct effective reclamation of
Strategies can be adjusted in human-caused surface disturbances.
response to changing conditions.
H . . Provides
l Best Management Practices and Recommendations SEEE o
operational
Measurable signal used to assessif ' o4 cirface decision
INDICATOR OBJECTIVES are being met. Must be making

regularly monitored and assessed.

MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT

Figure3-11 Results-Based Management Framework

49

disturbance.

Commented [A132]: Plan should more closely align
the objective, strategy and indicator examples. In this
case, measuring the amount of surface disturbance
seems to flow from the objective of maintaining
surface disturbance at or below current levels but
does not relate to the strategy of conducting effective
reclamation. YG recognizes that there are likely to be
multiple strategies and indicators but recommends
that the examples provided follow the flow indicated
in the diagram.
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3.6 [CUMULATIVEEFFECTSMANAGEMENT

This subsection outlines the recommended cumulative effects framework for the
DawsonRregion, how it is used in the Plan as well as additional components for the
framework to be developed as part of implementing this Plan. A detailed explanation of
qélWnl ¢ GJs Y1 t kit WHYSedidn@ b Cueuldtie EfHrtisyFeatéwidrk U LU
(page 58).

Section 4 also identifies additional values and indicators that should be considered and
developed in the future as part of the cumulative effects framework for the Dawson
R[egion.[The only indictors ready for immediate implementation upon approval of this
Recommended Plan are surface disturbance and linear feature densitpther
components and indicators will require further work during implementation.

3.6.1 Overview

Itis important for the Plan to
consider cumulative effects
becauseit provides a way of
understanding how thethings-that

The cumulative effect of new cabins being builtin
an area may have the effect of reducing places
someone can huntin an area.

. we-values or-care-aboutin the
& Rregion are affected by the-human
One cabin may not have a very big impact activities gi
on the allowable hunting area, but the (see Figure 32).
accumulation of many cabins may Thesheortterm—requirementof-this

significantly impact someone’s ability to
access hunting areas.

Planis-calls for cumulative effects to
be managed based upon surface

disturbance and linearfeatures
ﬁ density indicators.
/ Mostsimply stated, the Planhas set

-

thresholds that
tevetofdevetopmentprovide

ﬁ guidance to the Parties about levels

o ﬁ of development (inetuding-i.e.

surface disturbance and

aeeesslinear feature density) that
can happeninthe different units in
the planningRregion. Higher
development areas have hlghehmﬁe
{er thresholds) of development. Lower development areas have lower fimits{or
thresholds) T see Figure 33 and Figure 34.

Figure3-2 Anillustration exampte of how cumulative effects have
an impaca FOY Ut0q 6 JIOAIUNRY U Bt 102 ¢ G 2 134
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Commented [A133]: See Proposed Changes for
Effective Document Design and Writing Style
document for suggested restructuring (combine some
content with Section 4).

Commented [A134]: Lichen and fire history maps
are also available if desired. These indicators are not
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This image depict a amall mining operation and a road (pink).

Figure3-33 Illustration of an area with low development

Thisimage depicts a more active landscape with a larger mining operation, a road (pink), and some exploration work|

Figure3-44 lllustration of an area with high development
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Thisthreshold approach allows detisien-makerstomakeconsistent decisions making
across the Rregion based upon how each Lanscape Management Unik has-been
designationed.

When setting the threshold levels, the Commissionconsidered the current level of
developmentin each unit, the valuesin that unit, and the future development
projected for that unit. Furtherdetails on this process and framework are set out on
the following pages.

Thecumulative effects frameworkwill be adapted as new information, ideas, and
approaches become available.[ Therefore, ongoing changes to the cumulativeffects
framework are anticipated and would not require an amendment to the Planif theyare

in line with the valuesandintent as set out in this PIan.J Commented [A138]: Clarify how changes to
Cumulative Effects Framework will occur if not

A%se,—s_§uc_:cessful management under thls framework YVI|! require cooperation of the el B ST A TR 1w
Commission, Governmentof Yukon,N | kK Y &% | # dGoveroment, YESABand mechanism to adjust the cumulative effects
industry operating in the Rregion. Reportingand sharing of development activity is a key framework is through plan.

to the cumulative effects framework.[ Commented [A139]: These paragraphs do not fit well

in this section. May be better suited to section 4.

3.6.2 Background

The DawsonRregion is an active landscape that hosts many activities includingnining,
traditional economy, forestry, recreation, tourism, and other activities. Furthermore, it
is an essential cultural landscape andcontains important habitat te-for fish and wildlife.

With all these interests on the landscape, it is necessary to moniteiie cumulative

effects ane-to understand theimpacts of different activities ontheRIJN R Y Uk LdH@ ¢ G 2 134
theirrefationship-to-and-with-each-other Cumulative effectsfare the-retchangesin
environmental, societal, cultural and economic values that result from multiple
interactions among human activities and natural processeso-vatues-in-the
environment-sotiety-ant-economy-thatresuttfromatantuse-activitin combination
with other past, present, and future activities.\While one activity may have only a small
direct effect, one activity collectively with other activities may result in a greater
combined effect on values.

beginning of this section to increase readability and
clarify for plan users.
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3.6.3 How is the framework applied in the Plan?

3.6.3.1 Recommended Plan Indicators

Thefollowing section outlines the indicators that arereadyfor implementation upon
approval of the Dawson Regional Plan. Currently, the focus is on ecological components
only. Other components related to sociecultural and socio-economic valueswittmay

beimplemented later after further researchand developmentbythe Parties.

In this RecommendedPlan, the recommended indicators are surface disturbance and
linear feature density.Strface-tisturbance-antHinearfeature-gensitf hesehave been
chosen for many reasons including:
1 Consistencywith other YukonRregional plans.
1 TheyrRelatione to manyRregionalvaluesandissuessuch asbmebrﬁfe#
habi%afconnectivity], habitatintactness, patch size,industry growth/decline,
access, and hunting pressure.

1 Theycan be applied in the regulatoryframework (e.g.,land use permlts) and
1 |eurrentRecentdata (2019/2020)is available for the Dawson Rregion.

Thekeydriver of surface disturbance and linear features in the DawsonPplanning
Rregionis mineral exploration and developmentactivities.

3.6.3.1.1 Surface Disturbance

Surface disturbancewittbe-measturedls defined as the percentage oftotal area ofa
Landscape Management Unit that |sphyS|caI|y disturbed by human act|V|t|es$he

aeﬂvrtre%msSurface drsturbancesmclude&aetrvmessuehastreeeu*ctmg Iearlng %er}
—placer mine sites, gravel

quarrles dr|II pads hellcopter padsand other structures or cleared sites. Fhese

The followingare notcurrently included in the surface disturbance
meastrementcalculation :

 Areasof previous disturbance consideredbl 13 H 0 CoRMBIATHEY 2 131 1JT w10

Areas ef-witdfire-disturbaneedisturbed by natural events (e.g.disturbed by wildfire

or permafrost thaw) and notsubsequently by human activity,

1 Undisturbed areas that are tenured or permitted. For example, if a placeslaim

exists butis not cleared.

9 Disturbance within 300 meters either side of centrelineof ma|or|h|ghway corridors,

(Klondike, Dempster andTop of the World{é&@&mefer&erﬂae&srdeeﬁeemreiméﬁe

|L|near features \lncludlng Rroads, trails, and seismic Ilnes (these are caleutated

wrderincluded inlinear feature density calculations).

Theabove exclusions wereconsidered when the threshold levels ofthis framework were

set.
Surface Disturbance and Fire
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Itis important to note that the Planis currently measuringsurface disturbance in
terms of human-caused disturbance (as defined above)Surface disturbance

measurements do not include natural disturbances like fir®isturbance-by-othermeans
frefireyris noteurrently-inthe-surface-disturbance-eguationFireis certainly a

disturbance on the landscape and can have enormous impacts on the values of the
Rregion. Fire is a naturally occurring phenomenon, but instances of fire may be
exacerbated due to human activities causing changes to ecosystem funcgiops”on the
landscape and the potential impact of climate changechangingthe RrlJ N R Yild kegime.
Therefore, this Plan makes recommendations to the Parties to undertalfeirther
researchon incorporating fire disturbances into the framework, with particular
attention to quantifying burn severity as well as ecosystem recovery following a fire
Surface Disturbance and Permafrost Thaw

Permafrost thaw in response to climate change is causing surface disturbance,
impacting wetland behavior, vegetation, and carbon emissions and uptake from natural
landscapes. Examples of disturbance include increased landslide and thavslump
behavior, differential thaw settlement leading to changes in water bodies and wetland,
and thermal erosion. Disturbance by permafrost thaw is not currently in the surface
disturbance equation, but is causing changes to habitat for multiple values. Therefore
this Plan makes recommendations to the Parties to undertake further research on
incorporating permafrost thaw-related disturbances into the frameworkl

Surface Disturbance and Reclamation

mﬂrpaets—ef—msftrrbanee\—rReclamatlon act|V|t|es are te—befeﬁerdefedpart of the

cumulative effects framework. In most areas, reclamation should focus on restoring
the original ecological function of anarea. Reclamation activities would also benefit
from considering climate projections to ensure measures are effectiveinder future

climate conditions. Itisunderstood that some ecological systems may not be able tae
restored to their original function. However,best efforts should be made for avalue-
based approachthat focuses on the ecologlcal function. [Once an area has been
reclaimed,
can beexcluded from the surface disturbance quantum.

Values-based reclamation focuses on reclaiming an area to reflect an identified value.
For example,resteration-reclamation in a high value caribou area could aim to restore
lichen rather than species of willow that might be more suitable for moose habitat. A
recommendation for this is found inSection 4.5.1 T Cumulative Effects Framework:
Recommendations , page 68.

3.6.3.1.2 Linear Feature Density

Fhe-amountofLinear feature density is thetotal length ofall human-created linear
features\ (~ee.q., roads, seismic lines, trails) in a Landcape Management Unitdivided by
the total area of the Landcape Management Unit This is measured as kilometers of
aeeesslinear featuresper square kilometers of area.
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How linear feature density is measured in this Plan can be understood as follows:
100km of roads, trails, and cutlines in an LMUwith anareaof 500km2has a linear
feature density 0of0.2 km/ km2.

Linear feature density is important since it can be aindicatoreastre of fragmentation
and accessibility. Aslinear features increase, access is also likely toincreases. In turn,
greateraccessibility means added opportunities for wildlife harvesting, increased
predation rates, and a change in how people and wildlife use the land.

This Plan weighs all linear features equally. However, it is understood that features
actively used by humans, such as roads, have a bigger impact on ecological values than
nactive-featuressueh-ador example seismic lines. Not enough data or capacitys
currently available toweighthe linear features byintensity of use as part of the

cumulative effects framework, therefore the measureis simply basedon whethera
linear feature exists, not its level of use.

Areas with higherlinear feature density mayprovide greater accesspotentially exposing
people and values toclimate change impacts. Areas with higher linear feature density
may benefit from more detailed consideration of climate change impacts on activities
and values.

impacts-of-aceess,tReclamation activities are to-be-consideredpart of the cumulative
effects framework. For roads and trails, reclamation should focus ohlestoring the

original ecological function of the arearestricting-aceess-to-an-areaand

a ay t

A recommendation to the Parties regarding reclamation and restoration is found in
Section 4.5.1 T Cumulative Effects Framework: Recommendations on page 68.

3.6.3.2 Applying Thresholds
The recommended surface disturbance and lineafeature density thresholds provide
guidance on the acceptable limits of humancaused disturbance in each LMU.

The four tiers of the Integrated Stewardship Areas (ISA 1 to 4) are differentiated by their
cumulative effects thresholds and their management intent, as shown in Table-3.
Thresholds are also applied to the Special Management Areas with the understanding
that there may already be some level of activity in these areas.

The Commission considered the tolerance for further development and then applied
these numbers to disturbance thresholds. Disturbance in areas of highalued habitat,
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such as caribou, has a bigger ecological impact. Certain habitats in thieregion are of
more critical importance than others. For example, ridgetops have been described as
very important for the summer and fall migrations of the Fortymile Caribou Herd. This
type of information has been considered when establishing threshold Ievel]

areas; The thresholds for some LMUsallow for further development than

other LMUs

depending upon the valuesspecified for the LMUn-the-tnitand the tolerance for
development as described above. Table 3 outlines the intent and descriptions of the

three thresholds tiers.

Table3-2Dawson Region Thresholds

Precautionary Cautionary \ Critical
Designation Management | Surface Linear Surface Linear | Surface Linear
9 Intent (%) (km/km 2) (%) (km/km 2) (%) (km/km 2)
ISA 1 Lowest 0.0625 | 0.0625 | 0.1875 | 0.1875 | 0.25 0.25
Development
Low
ISA 2 0.25 0.125 0.75 0.375 1.0 0.5
Development
ISA 3 Moderate 0.5 0.25 15 0.75 2.65 1.0
Development
ISA 4 Highest 1.0 0.5 3 15 45.0 2.0
Development

Table3-3 Threshold Tiers in the Dawson Region

Precautionary

The precautionary level represents a point awhich it is
important to improve information collection and understanding
of cumulative effects in an area.

Above this level, activity can continue at the same pace, as long
as measures are being taken to improve information and
awareness.

When the cautionary level is reached, it means that disturbance
indicators are close to reaching undesirable levels.

\Above this level, undertake actions that slow the pacand scale

Cautionary of impacts.
Provides an early warning signal. Allows time for proactive
management to avert or limit potential impacts.
Represents the point at which the indicators have reached
Critical unacceptable levels.

[Projects that would surpass the critical threshold for that LMU
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4 (CUMULATIVEEFFECTSFRAMEWORK

4.1 INTRODUCTION

The purpose of a cumulative effects framework is to guide management decisions in
conjunction with the management intent, special management directions, and general
management directions set out in the Plan. Just like the Plan, this framework is also
based on an adaptive approach to the management, monitoring, and assessment of
priority ecological, economic, and cultural values andie-attemptto provide balance to
all three. The framework seeks to connect valuedased indicators to management
objectives andadaptive management triggers to achieve the goals of the Plafhrotgh
adaptive-management,-The health of the values should be assessed and monitored to
inform decisions in implementation through adaptive management

The diagraﬂbelow conceptualizesrepresents the cumulative effects framework
recommended for the DawsonRregion. It will fall to the Parties to implement this
framework based uponthe values-based indicators includingsurface disturbance and

linear feature density, wildfire, lichen coverand caribou demographic rates inticators
as-wettas-worklt will also fall to the Partiesto further develop other components of the
framework as illustrated in Figure 41 on page 59.

Based upon this framework and the results, decisiormakers can adapt land
management decisions. Therefore, the framework is critical to the adaptive management
of the Region.
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Figure4-1Dawson Region Cumulative Effects Framework
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4.2 CUMULATIVEEFFECTSFRAMEWORK FOUNDATION
4.2.1 Values

The values for theRregion arelisted in Sections 4
and 5 of this Plan as are the objectives for the
future of the values. The Commission has
highlighted these as important to the people who
live, work, and visit theRregion. This framework
focuses on some priority values that have been
identified through the planning process thus far.
It is important to note that the framework needs
additional work undertaken to identify further
socio-cultural and socio- economic priority
values and makeadditional linkages to values
based indicators that will be discussed further
and identified in the Recommendations to the
Parties.

Figure4-2shows the valuesidentified by the
Commission for consideration in the cumulative
effects framework. Thisis not an exhaustivelist,
but rather a starting point for the framework
and the goalsassociated with these valuescan

Stewardship

Cumulative Effects

Commented [A176]: Picture is unnecessary and
confusing - are the top circles the values or do they
combine to form new (unlisted) values for the
framework? Include values in text instead.

be found in Section 1.3.2TPlan Goals: Framework Values
1 Ecological: Caribou, moose, wetlands,
water Figure4-2 Values identified for Dawson Region

. .. Cumulative Effects Framework
1 Socio-cultural: Harvest,traditional

economy, recreation
1 Socio-economic: Wellbeing, employment, housing

Thereare naturalty connections between the valueslisted in the Plan.Forexample, the
socio-economic value that is associatedwith industrial activities may influence the
presence of caribou and in turn may affect both First Nations harvest rights antbn-
First Nations harvestopportunities.]

4.2.2 Indicators

Anindicator is a measurable signal thattan be used toassess-andtrack the condition
of ecological, socio-cultural, or socio-economic values (for example habitat quality,
harvest sustainabilityeeess, or unemployment rate).\Where antindicators are-a-way
thatweeaninferis tracked over time, it can be used to assess the condition of the
value andthe impacts that we are havingonthe RrlJ N R Ydlued (seeFigure4-3)
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Value Concern Objective
Priority Values What changes can
from DRLUP = What is the What is the be tracked to
Selection for cumulative specific gf“ﬁr “I't"?e“ta”d
Cumulative effects concern measurable pr:ssia:'es' -
Effects for this value? aim? condition of the
Framework value?

Figure4-3 How Values are Linked tdndicators

There are many indicators that can be used, but their use is limited by restraints such
as data availability. In general, indicators should be:
Practical Is the indicator feasible to monitor (i.e., capacity and
resources)? Is there sufficient data? Is it easy tanderstand?

Measurable Can useful data becollected generatedto inform or predict
the potential impacts on a value?

Accurate Doesthe indicator accurately reflect changesin the value?
Sensitive How sensitive is the indicator to development omitigation?
Relevant Is the indicator related to the applicable impact or value?

Thevalueschosen must be connected to an objective statement (seeSection 5T
General Management Directions , page 70) to provide guidance on the desired future
FageqlWYnWgéWdW2éete JIOW[ YI WW+¢GGaRAWYULDWYnWaé DWAGe Ukt WHeI RAYe WY
pgclleciaqé! 0c UT 1Ol Wt RGRWUqOHE! RAY2106 101 THOGYGazidcec qRYUt IO ¢ qtonl Ys tOq Y
The following is a sampling of potential indicators thatay beare-beirgconsidered
related to some of the priority values:
Ecological indicators for caribou

1 Surfacedisturbance and linear feature density

1 Persistentuse of summer/fall migration pathways

1 Quantity of effective summer/winter habitat

T Wildfire disturbance

i Percentoflichen cover

{__Distribution of caribou

1 Permafrost thaw and groundsurface change due tadifferential thaw

settlement
1 _Prolonged extreme heat or cold
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1 Deep, hard and/or iced snowpack that restricts forage.

Socio-cultural indicators for harvest
1 Ability to meet subsistence harvestneeds
1 Effort(time, distance traveled, cost{menetary), etc.)
1 Demographic trendsin caribou and moosepopulations
1 Total amount of area available for huntingabte-area
1 Traffic patterns in important harvest areas

Socio-economic indicators for wellbeing
1 Community vitality (crime severityindex, sense of belonging)
Democratic engagement
Education (graduationrates)
Health (life expectancy, overalland mental health ratings)
Leisure (physical activity levels)
Livingstandards (employment, income)
Overalllife satisfaction

= =4 -4 —a —a 9

Economic indicators for quartz and placer mining
1 Gold production (placer and quartz independently)
1 Quartz exploration (expenditures,annual reporting)
1 [Surfacedisturbance and linear feature density

Work on indicators is ongoing regarding soci@conomic indicators and will focus on
the Rregional economic impact of four key sectors: mining, tourism, forestry, and
agriculture.
1 Economic input could be measured usingindicators such asinvestment,
employment, and income.
1 Economic output would use similar data and be informed by multipliers.

Indicators used to infer€cumulative effects-indicators ideally should be clearly linked
to values, and as such are referred to as valueshased indicators. Recommendations
for eumutative-effeetsvalues-based indicators are foundin Section 4.5.1 1
Cumulative Effects Framework: Recommendations on page 68.

4.2.3 Thresholds

Thresholdsare set for the surface disturbance and linear feature density (see Table 33
on page57 B-3: i f

Theseindicate the point at which managementactions should change or new actions
be applied; they are essentially a call to action.

The-thresholds provide guidance on the acceptable limits of humarcaused
disturbance in each LMU.In Integrated StewardshipAreas,the Planusesthresholds to
balance potential risks to ecological and cultural resources with economic
development. Different thresholds are identified for each class of Integrated
Stewardship Area (ISA). These thresholds are further divided into precautionary,
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cautionary, and critical levels. More information on the thresholds and their associated
responses is described throughout this section.

tandseape-Management-Unit€umulative

Thresholds are intended to provide clear, measurable, and objective direction for the
assessmentand permitting regime. The thresholdsare set at levels that have
considered:

1 Thelocal and traditional knowledge held by the Commission.

1 A broad arrayof public and plan stakeholder input.

1 Academicresearchon ecological valueresponsesof caribou, moose, and

grizzly bears (in relation to linear feature density).

1 Thelevel of socially acceptable change.
Thresholdsawere alsotinformed by growth scenarios of gold productiorand mineral
exploration over the next 20 years.
LAS this framework is rooted in adaptive management, it is expected that-during
implementation these thresholds may change as a result of ongoing management and
monitoring, and as new indicators are developed

4.2.4 |Recovery from Extreme Events|

With climate change, extreme conditions are projected to become more frequent and
severe. A single extreme summer heat event, a high snow year, drought, or major
summer storm can have lasting impacts that may require a temporary adjustment of
activities to allow key species to recover, or existing infrastructure to become stable (if,
for example, groundwater levels need to fall).

An adaptive management framework informed by targeted monitoring can support
decision-making related to thresholds.

4.3 CUMULATIVEEFFECTSFRAMEWORK ASSESSMENT

4.3.1 Current Conditions

When assessing the current conditions as part of theumulative effects€Eframework,
the current condition is not simply a moment in time. Assessment considers the past,
current, and foreseeable activities on the landscape.

The Government of Yukon has provided surface disturbance aﬂﬁdlear feature density
mapping hhat was current as of 2020, and it is this information that informed the
thresholds described in this Plan. Surface disturbance and linear feature density were
meastredcalculated using mapped features from1.5-metre resolution SPOT satellite
imagerycollected in 2019 and 2020

Fhe-currenteondition-oftheselndicators can betrackedupeatet using project
reporting, field verification, and updated imagery Sngoing-thistarbance-can-be-mapped
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Commented [A182]: Clarify process for amending
thresholds, add to Section 7 Plan Implementation,
reference here. Suggest that any threshold
amendments would require a full plan review given
their implications for so much of the plan content.

Commented [A183]: This should be considered as
part of the cumulative effects framework as well as for
adaptive management generally.

Commented [A184]: Maps show features which can
be used to calculate density

Commented [A185]: 3.6.3.1.1 above states that
undisturbed areas that are tenured or permitted are
not included in disturbance calculations. Clarify at
what point disturbances will be counted: when they
are permitted or when they occur? It would be more
accurate to count disturbances when they occur, but
currently there is no infrastructure and systems in
place to do so on a frequent basis. The alternative of
calculating based on permits comes with it's own set
of complications as proponents frequently apply for
more disturbance than they actually create.
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4.3.2 Future Scenarios

During the planning process, futuresttface-disturbance was modeled usingminerat
devetopmentgrowth scenarios of placer mining, mineral exploration, and quartz
mining. This modelling helped project what therregionwcould look like in low and
high- growth development scenarios based or20 years ofgold production if-the-year
2646from placer mining, quartzmineral exploration and quartz mining The model did
not predict the response of ecological values (e.g., caribou, moose) teurface-changes
in disturbance, nor did the model consider external factors such as invasive species
and climate change.}Fuﬁhe%meée%g—by—fFHlafﬁes—is—meeFmﬂeﬁded—m%&eﬁg%hen

Commented [A186]: Include in recommendations

. . . . . ~ - | section rather thaning I3+ q Waq Y WUt 21 1JU
More information on future scenarios can be found in the report entitledy E+ G Y| RU\s a ata

the Cumulative Effects of Future Land Usein the DawsonA @i ¢ U U R U REFHPO,N R Y U C30
2022).

4.4 CUMULATIVEEFFECTSFRAMEWORK MANAGEMENT

4.4.1 Informing Decisions

The guidance set out in the cumulative effects framework is intended to help to inform
recommendations through the YESAA process and choices of decision bodies through
the development assessment process. When determining whether a project is in
conformity with the Plan, a recommendation or decision body shouldissess whether
the project meets conformity alongside all other projects within an LMU. It should also
apply the cumulative effects framework(Figure 4.1) including the assessment of
current and future conditions, in conjunction with the LMU management intent,

special management directions, and general management directions.

Many activities in the DawsorRregion are not required to go through the YESAA
process, and therefore other decisionmakers must also be aware of the Plan and the
status of thresholds to inform their decisions. This applies to Government of Yukon,
First Nations governments, and other reglatory bodies such as the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans (Government of Canada).

Theexpectations aresetoutin Section 4.5T Cumulative Effects Framework:
Monitoring (page 67) for the appropriate mitigations at the precautionary, cautionary,
and critical threshold levels.

4.4.2 Responses

o-be-initiate Yy Commented [A187]: Unclear what approval process
ed to make previous sentence spoke to. In general, the Parties wil

the-Parties; notthrough-any-apprevat-proeess;btithe Parties may ne ot o e

.. P - . - need totake actions but they are constraine Yy
demspns abou_t-lnltlatlng adgptlve management action, suchasinaresponse to legislation as to what those actions can be and would
changing conditions or new mformatlon.fThls is an important part of the adaptive often apply going forward rather than retroactively to

approach undertakenthrough this framework. existing development. This section should tie to the
adaptive management section and be discussed as

part of Plan implementation.
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[}

64



Dawson Recommended Land Use Plan
Effects Framewaork

This Plan provides examples of mitigations or management practices throughout that
are intended to limit the negative impacts of a projectFheseresponsefdaptive
managementshould work in tandem with the indicators set out in a cumulative effects
framework on a project level basis to minimize negative effects on a value.

As stated above, values are often linked to each other and mitigations to improve the
health of one value may negatively impact another value (MaPP, 2020). This point
emphasizes the importance of a cumulative effects framework to take on a holistic
approach considering the implications of project approvals on the ecological, socie
cultural, and socio-economic values in theRregion.

tandseape-Management-Unit€umulative

The decision of which action or intervention is appropriatén response to cumulative
effects concerns will depend entirety on the priority value affected, the ecological
composition of the LMU, the activities on the landantthe best available dataand

Improve the understanding of impacts
n Increase monitoring (community monitoring, wildlife guardians)
n Re-inventeryUpdate disturbance mapping
n Improve wildlife and habitat inventory (e.g., map habitat suitability)
n Research into cumulative effects (e.g., zone ahfluence, combined impacts of

multiple projects)
n Natural factor assessment (fire, precipitation, predators, etc.)

)

n Review Traditional Knowledge
n Education, communication, and training
n__Improve reclamation guidance
n Projection of future climate conditions and interpretation of the impacts of
these changes on values.
Slow the pace and scale of impacts
n Increased mitigations
Harvest Management planning and enforcement
Reducetiecensed-hunting as required
Increase huntingenforcement
Access control
Road deactivation
}I—iab&a%Undertake reclamation (e.qg., tree planting, contouring, habitat
enhancement)

S S S SX=

=

Active forest fire response to protecthe habitat of rare and atrisk species
n Focussed protection of key habitats(except where this action would affect
capacity from efforts to protect human life)

Commented [A188]: Remove, include in
general/special management directions or
recommendations to the Parties where appropriate.
Table should also be moved but was left here to allow
additional proposed changes to be tracked.

Commented [A189]: Plan cannot direct RRC in this
manner as the RRC is not a plan party. Delete as this
out of scope.

Commented [A190]: Habitat enhancement is
separate from reclamation and may be more
appropriate as a desired outcome rather than as a
reclamation action.
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n Coordination of land use between users

n Increased inspections (Client Monitoring and InspectionsGovernment of
Yukon)

First Nation monitoring/stewardship/guardians

Increase industry security deposits

Off-setting and credits

== =

n
Limit further disturbance and access:

n Moratorium on mineral staking
Freeze on access and land use permits
}I—iabifra%Complete reclamation (including legacy featuresb
Shut down operations, unless operating in previously disturbed areas
Regional plan variance or amendment (based on new valudsased
assessments)

S S =

Figure4-4 Examples ofrespenses-that-cotld-be-undertaketmanagement actions and interventionsthat could be

applied at thediscretion of the Parties

4.5 CUMULATIVEEFFECTSFRAMEWORK MONITORING

Monitoring of the values and indicators is an essential element of the cumulative
effects framework. Ongoing monitoring and checkins must occur to ensure that the
desired objective for the values is being achieved, and if they are not, this should
triggera change in the management regime or application of new management
practices to achieve the goals and objectives of the Plan.

This monitoring regime includes:
1 Ongoingsurface disturbance and linear feature density tracking and mapping
f AnnualRregionalplanningcommission report
1 Yearstatus report
Dueto the nature of some of the valuesof this framework there will be aninherent lag
time anticipated in the responseof the valuesto anymanagementactions applied to
them. Examplesof this temporal lagare:
1 Years or decades fomwildlife population to geetine-orreceverfrerrespond to|
disturbance or policy change(i.e., managementplan, new access routes, etc.)
1 Future disturbance associated with approvedndtistriat-tdevetopmentpermits
(which can beactive for 10 years).
1 Thetime that it takes for ecosystem function to be restored ina disturbed area

torecover{renewvegetation-growth) RecoveryRestoration of ecosystem

function can take months toyearsdecades. ]For example, lichen takes
significantly longer to grow than willow trees.

4.5.1 Cumulative Effects Framework: Recommendations
Recommendations to the Parties

Indicator Recommendations \
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capacity and resource constraints.

[Commented [A195]: Word missing J

[ Commented [A196]: Simplified J

Commented [A197]: Changed as this is more
#YUt Rt qUUq s Ra6 W6 Ys Wl 13t
q6c¢UlWml WHY 21l bI! b BIO




Dawson Recommended Land Use Plan  tandscape-ManagementdnitCumulative
Effects Framewaork

1. Policy Parties shouldeentirte-to-develop valuesbased lndlcators for
Recommendation SOCIOCULTURALvaIues Ilsted in the Pla

OtherWalues-based indicators should be jointly identified by the
Parties as new information and data become available.
Indicators based on sociccultural values should incorporate
traditional knowledge and onthe-land experience. The Parties
should look to other initiatives in Canada where indicators of this
nature have been developec¢hnctuding-forexampte-the-Mettakatta
Cumtative Effects Management Program-inBritish-Celumbia
2. Policy Parties shouldeentirte-to-develop valuesbased lndlcators for
Recommendation SOCIOECONOMICvaIueS listed in the Plan

StherwWalues-based indicators should be jointly identified by the
Parties as new information and data become available.
3. Policy Bevemmem—eﬁéukeﬁeThe Partiesshould develop policies along

Recommendation with a process and methodology to monitor and update all
additional selected values-based indicators—pfepesed.]
4. Policy Reclamation , Recovery and Restoration
Recommendation [The Parties must define what is meant by reclamatiarrecovery

and restoration and how these concepts relate to the Dawson
AIJI’JRYUc OwWAGe UKi WrzGedc cr|R2 IJWIIn

5. Research Toimprove surface and linear disturbance tracking, other sources
Recommendation of imagery should be considered, based on cost, ease of use,
resolution, update frequency and suitability.
6. Research lUndertake and evaluate values-based indicator research, with a
Recommendation priority placed on the impacts of humancaused disturbance and

disturbance from wildfire and permafrost thawon caribou, moose,
salmon, and wetlandswithin the context of the cumulative effects
framework. Based on this research, Parties may recommend

changes to indicators and the cumulative effects framework.
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Commented [A200]: Changed to reflect intent to
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proposed indicators.
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together through the cumulative effects working group
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Commented [A202]: Move to section 3.6.3.2 as
these relate to surface disturbance and linear
thresholds in the Plan

Commented [A203]: Incorporates multiple
recommendations into single, comprehensive
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7. |Research

e .

Recommendation

. Lo itk .
Research Research ways to incorporate the impacts of projected climate

change on values and land use patterns into the cumulative
effects framework.

Commented [A204]: Incorporated into amended
recommendation 6.

8. Recommended
Action

indieator threshelds to-meet planobjectives|

9. Recommended-
Action

Basedonthe-abeveresearch;the Partiesshould-assesswhetherto

Commented [A205]: Incorporated into amended
recommendation 6.

10. Recommended
Action

11.Pe

Monitoring and Management Recommendations

Government of Yukon develops standard estimates of surface
disturbance and linear feature density to be applied for different
types of Class 1 and 2 activities so th i surface
disturbance and linear feature densitymay be estimated without
being onerous to proponents of smaller projects.

Fhe-Partiesshottebwork-with-BRPE-YEUPE-ant-YESAB-to-ersurg

Commented [A206]: Incorporated into amended
recommendation 6.

Commented [A207]: Other pieces contribute to
cumulative effects, only estimating disturbance.

12. Recommended
Action

Medium term

Government of Yukon develops an indicator tracking systenmhat
ise-be publicly accessible for use in conformity checks and in
proposal development.

Long term

Government of Yukon develops an online platform that would

Commented [A208]: Remove, redundant as
conformity must already consider this if its part of the
Plan

Commented [A209]: Impractical in the short-term as
a tracking system is not yet in place.

The Government of Yukon is proposing an approach t
track surface disturbance every five years with a focus
on areas with greater intensity of development
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5 (GENERALMANAGEMENTDIRECTIONS

5.1 OVERVIEW

This section provides general management direction for the Dawsofplanning
Rregion. General management direction identifies management practices,
recommendations, strategies, and conditions of development that will assist land
managersand assessorsto meet Plangoals. Thecontent in this section is informed by
the planningconcepts outlined in Section 3 T Plan Concepts (page4l),the

Commented [A211]: Add a summary table of all
general management directions at the end of this
section or as an appendix for ease of use.
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public input, YESABeviews,otherland andresources plans, and externalresearch.
Theserecommendations and strategies are-desigredto-achievefollow the A i ¢ cbret
principles as outlined in Section 1.9 T Guiding Principles (page22),including
stewardship and sustainable development. Thissection is organizedaround the three
majorthemes:

1 Ecological Integrity, Conservation and Stewardship

9 Culture and Heritage Resources and Community

i Sustainable Economy

5.1.1 How to Readthis Section

This section of the Plan is intended to be read and considered in its entirety. Economic,

ecological, and cultural valuesin the DawsonPplanning Rregionare complex and
connected in many ways. For example, when considering the general management
directions for a value (e.g., caribou or moose)ysers of the Plan should also cross
reference other applicable sections that are directly related to the management of
those values (e.g., transportation and access).

Eachsection below follows the same generalformat, which consists of:

Topic Overview: abroad overviewof the value or resource beingdiscussed. This
subsection is retmeanttoreiterate-altrelatedreseureeinfermation—Ratheritis
meantas asummary of the main attributes of the topic beingdiscussed.

Objectives: [Statements developedbythe-Commissionthat indicate what they would

like to achieve for a particular value oresource.

KeyPlanning Issues: Asummarized|list of whatthe probtemisproblems for the value
or resource. The issues listed should connect to the stated objectives and
recommendations.

Recommended-Planning [StrategiesJ
How the objective can be achieved. Table5-1 summarizsesthe difference between
management practices and recommendations .

Table5-1 Overview of how to usqReeemmendeePlanning Strategies

| Recommended- [ Consist of approaches or actions to be used by proponents, land
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Management
Practices

users and project assessors to help achieve Plan objective{y.\fhﬂe

%—&bﬁ%&eﬁeﬂm&%ﬁﬁm&ﬁ_ _ _ _ _I’

Recommendations
to the Parties

guidance to the
Parties on the use
and conservation of
land, water and other
renewable and non
renewable resources

Direction on land use

Policy

Recommendations issues and their
management

Research Topics to be

Recommendations

investigated in more
detail or information
gaps to be filled.

[ Commented [A219]:

Repeated above

in the planning Recommended Work tobe
Rregion. Actions undertaken by the
Parties

AllRecommendedManagementPractices and Recommendationsto the Partiesare
summarized inAppendix 1: Recommended Planning Strategies Overview .

5.2 ECOLOGICALINTEGRIT‘ANB,CONSERVATIOMNDSTEWARDSHIP

Ecologicalintegrity, conservation, andstewardship is a priorityfor the region.Healthy
air, water, vegetation, and wildlife are critical to sustaining life. Ensuring that
ecological systems and their services are maintained is central to sustainable
development and maintaining fish and wildlife populations and their habitats is an
important planning issue in theRregion. In addition to the directions provided in this
section, Ecumulative effects analysis and managements described inSection 3.64 1
Cumulative Effects FramewoerkManagement (page58) will bealso be crucial for
ensuringtheRIJNRY Uk + WIIHY O YNRAC G W2 ¢ e It We | WWGI 13t I commented [A221]: Well the cumulative effects

s.1.3

Commented [A220]: Changed to match goals from ‘

[Field Code Changed J

sections will support this (along with special
management and overlay directions), this section of
the plan should focus on how the general
management directions will help achieve this.

Commented [A222]: These are part of the broader
priority. Priority sentence moved to the beginning of
the section to introduce the topic.

Perspectives on Ecological Integrity and Conservation

y Et q ¢anétviork 6f protected areaswithin the region, with special
consideration for riverand stream corridors that contain spawningand rearing
habitat, and corridors used by wildlife for calving, overwintering ansummer
feedinggroundslinked with uninterrupted migratoryroutes (avoid habitat

nl ¢NaWUqée qRYUR/ A CO
Surveyresponse, 2019

Il $eethis plan as an opportunity for us to offer future generationsgifts of
abundance and choice. Bysetting aside lands for ecological protection and
choosingnotto allow developmentnow, we leavethe option opento future

residents of the regionto expandareas of industrial development- or not - based
onthe bestavailable knowledge,andto experiencethe healthy populations of
animals we are privilegedtoknowa YT ¢! g CO

Draft Plan Response, 2021
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1 1 Bhould assesseveryaction or developmentin terms of its longterm affect
onthe land. Weshould prioritizse the health of our forests andriversin every
singledecision we make.CO

tandscape-Management-Ynit&Seneral

Surveyresponse, 2021

pycaacUK D210V GH1IUq HareésHoehiph doiddiv@ivivalies, U1 HOR U tO

do believethat thereis valuein concentrating developmentin historically
T2 YGUT O¢ 1 Wet CO

Surveyresponse, 2021

Thissection of the Plandescribes objectives and strategies designedto achievethe
goalsrelated to ecological integrity and conservation/see Section 1.3.2 Plan Goals).:

Commented [A223]: To avoid duplication, refer back
to the goals in s.1.3.2 rather than repeat them here.

5.2.1 Key Species Habitat

Maintaining sustainable fish and wildlife populations and their habitats is a significant
planning concern for theRregion. Maintainingheatthy terrestrial (e.g., boreal forest,
taiga) and riparian (e.g., rivers, creeks, wetlands) habitats, and managitigreats to
these habitats (e.g.,from mineral development, roads, invasive species etc.), are
important considerations in this PIan.[Locations of key wildlife habitat are showron
Map 4T Selected Ecologicallylmportant Areas and Map 5 Ungulatesl
i1 NpYotect the fish and wildlife, largetracks of land must be setaside for
conservation. Particularly land that providesfood and shelter for fish and
wildlife. Northern land is not high-yielding so each species requires a large area
of diverse6 ¢ HR a ¢ q g CO

Surveyresponse, 2019

TheDawsonPplanning Rregioncontains severalkeyspeciesincluding, but not limited
to: salmon, moose, caribou, grizzly bears, shed,pfur—bearing animals, freshwater fish,
birds, and speciesat-risk]. In the Yukorwildlife is regulated under territorial and
federal legislation including the:
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Commented [A224]: These maps do not highlight all
areas spoken to in special management directions.
Additional maps or other resources should be
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If a map is referred to in a special management
direction, it is important that they provide the relevant
resources. See comments in the special management
direction for more details.

Commented [A225]: These are not included in key
species, fur-bearing animals has no section while the
others are under s.5.2.2 Other Fish and Wildlife
Habitat. Suggest having single fish and wildlife section
with all of the subsections currently included in 5.2.1
and 5.2.2.




Dawson Recommended Land Use Plan tandscape-Management-Ynit&Seneral
Management Directions

1 yukenWildlife Act (Yukon) [ Formatted: Font: Italic J

1 MigratoryBirds Convention Act

9 FisheriesAct

1 Speciesat RiskAct.
Wildlife managementis also guidedbythe FNFA particularly Chapter 16 T Fishand
Wwildlife.
FirstNations people haverelied on the wildlife of the Regionfor thousands of years.
Both First Nations and nonFirst Nations people continue to rely on these species
today. Theintegrity of key habitat areasis essential to ensure that wildlife populations
are sustained for current and future generations. Additionally, the Crownhasa
constitutional obligation to protect Indigenousrights, including the-rightte
subsistenee-harvestingsubsistence harvesting riqhtsJ Commented [A226]: Changed to be more inclusive

of asserted Aboriginal and treaty rights.

5.2.1.1 Caribou

Caribou in theRregion hold immense value from an ecological and sociaultural

GUIl t GURAqR2UIWNY! WadWWNI k YUT | t Wes| A6k RUWe UT W6 DWGUY GO WY Waé 1JLL
international transboundary nature of caribou migration and movements within the

territory poses unique planning challenges. Special consideration must be givento

ensurethat populations are sustained for current and future generations.

Thereare five-six caribou herds thatlive in or travelthrough the Pplanning Rregion:

three-poptiations-of-migratorycaribot(the Porcupinecaribou herd, which areBarren-

ground Caribou (migratory herd); .the Fortymile{F€H),and Nelchinattherds,
which are migratory cariboy; and threewe popttations-efherds that belong to the
Northern Mountain population of Woodland Caribou T{Clear Creekant, Hart Riverand

Klaza). J‘I’he ranges of all caribou herds cover nearly the entire plannifigegion, Commented [A227]: Suggested changes here and in
extendinginto other areas ofthe Yukonand into Alaska(seeMap5 T Ungulates). the glossary to be clear about the herds that are in the

. . ; . — . region, and how they are classified by the Governmen
|To date, the direct and negativeffects of human disturbance on caribou distribution of Canada.

has outweighed the indirect effects of climate change; however, as climate has a
direct effect on caribou habitat (e.g. changes to forest cover, increased wildfire
occurrence, shifts in pathogen distribution), it is expected that dimatic changes will

accelerate caribou range contraction in the future. Changing temperatures and Nelchina and Fortymile have not been assigned a
designated unit yet, they may be referred to as

Only Porcupine are Barrerground, they are also a
migratory herd.

Drecmltatlor_] may also impact caribou demographics (e.g. calf recruitment and adult e AT
female survival). |
There are three herds that belong to the Northern
P|anning Strategy Mountain population of Woodland Caribou.
Objectives: Commented [A228]: Suggested change to provide
1. Healthy and resilient caribou herd populations that grow towards historic IO G P D L GED (2
levels. :
2. Habitat and migration pathways are sufficient to support historic population
levels.

3. Asociety that respects and is connected to caribou.
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Key planning issues and interests related to migratory caribou rettee:
1 Thepredominant migratory herdin the Rregionis the FWEHEortymile caribou
herd, who occur throughoutall but the northernmost portions of the

Pplanning Rregion. They FiEH-hasbeen-identified-asre the primary herd of
concern in the Pplanning Rregion, given that they are subject to current and
future conflict with certaln land usesin the Rregion.

inter rangefor the FMeH
Fortymlle caribou herdls abundant in theRregion but use of this habitat is
challenging to predict from year to year. Conversely, summer ranges and
migratory pathways are wel known, and these areas are considered essential
to the 6 1J | pefsistéimce efthe-FMEHIn the territory.
1 [The Rrcupine caribou herdEH arepart-oftheis a migratorybBarren-ground
caribou population. glesighatet-unitundertheSpeciesatRisk-AetThe

Committee on the Status of EndangeredWildlife in Canada have recommended

bBarren- ground caribou be Ilsted as Threatenedtﬁd—tf—ﬂﬁs—desrgﬂaﬁeﬁ—ts

and
pfefeefed but the populatlon is not Currentlyllsted under the SpeC|es at Rlsk
Act. If listed, a national recovery strategy would be developethcluding
defining critical habitat for the species, that is habitat that necessary for its

survival or recover@efeuﬁmeeaﬁbeueeeupyhab&afﬁha%me}ud&feughvhaﬁ

ﬂ7Yq6mN|RYUT;fmngﬁékRUmcUTM]YQU|UGUUqu

Porcupine Caribou ManagementAgreementand haveagreedto reH Y
YGUIl ¢cqR21G! WGecUeNUaseéeqb6 BHAREg SRS NAC |
the conservation of the Herd with a view to providing for the ongoing
subsistence needsof nativez t 1J |(RCKDA1985).
! ThePplanningRIINRY Ukt We d GRUWWe UT Wt 2 He G GRU I WI
that enable caribou to access keyhabitat throughout the year. Theseareas
also offer important economic transportation routes and areasof interest
for mineral exploration and development.
1 Many factors may cause range use to change over time including climate
change, natural processes, and human activities. Consistent with the
precautionary principle, a high degree of caution in harvest and management
strategiesis warranted across herd rangesof migratory caribou.
Keyplanning issues and interests related to woodtane-Northern Mountain caribou
include:

1 Theeasternextentof the Rregionis used heavilyby Northern Mountain
woottand-caribou year- round.

1 Rutis a sensitiveperiod for wooedtand-caribou (approximately September 1571
October 2016 for Northern Mountain caribod) as are calving and postalving
perlods though caribou typically are dlspersed durlng calvmb#hre—h—may

-

Commented [A229]: N61 YanN6Yeaqligqé Rt
suggests there are other issues (that may have been
considered but are not as pressing), no need to say
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Commented [A230]: Repetitive, following sentences
are key issues with habitat

Commented [A231]: YG recommends the text
changes because the Porcupine caribou are not |
currently listed under SARA.

In addition, critical habitat (which has a specific
meaning under the Act) would be defined through a
national recovery strategy after listing. It is unlikely
that the entire Porcupine caribou range would be
considered critical, but that would be decided in a (
future process if they are listed.
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1

the herd.

As the climate changesin more northern populations,animals will be more
sensitive to more variable winters with a higher frequency of freezénaw
events that affect demography.

Maintaining access to habitat through key migration pathways is a pertinent
issue. Overlappingplacer and quartz activities within keymigration
routes/ridges can create barriers to migration.

Alteration of winter habitat including lichen removal, wildfire, and the creation
of permanent structures may result in changingpatterns of use overtime.

Reecemmended-Management Practices

Commented [A232]: YG has observed a
considerable shift in the distribution of Clear Creek
caribou during calving and postcalving since 1997,
likely as a result of increased development activities in
that portion of the range. This sentence downplays
potential effects during this season simply because
q6 1! Wel WUk qie DRI WNE qldl Wi
caribou.

Commented [A233]: YG requests this addition to
provide another key issue wrt climate change for
Northern Mountain caribou.

a

PW@HH&SS&S&%&H%@#—BP|&CEF and quartz operators exploration-ancmining

activittes-should definre-ane-mptementollow safe operating distances from caribou as
advised-by regionat-biotegistsletermined during assessment and regulatory processe$

Higherdensities of placer mining activity should be avoidedwithin high quality caribou
habitat. Thisdetermination should be made basedon surfacedisturbance andlinear
feature densitytrackingasapart of the cumulative effects framework taking into
consideration habitat type andcaribou species.

High concentrations of smallscale disturbance,are any large quartz exploration
projects (Class 4) er-and quartz mines should be avoided within key migration routes.
Thisdetermination should be made basedon surface disturbance and linear feature
density tracking as a part of the cumulative effects framework takinginto consideration
habitat type and caribou species.

Commented [A234]: YG would like to see these text
changes so that the management practice is more
applicable to proponents themselves.

Additionally, project-level assessment or regulatory
process are the correct venue for determining the
specifics for safe operating distances. Regional
biologist may be one source, but there may be others
as well.

Av0|dAact|V|t|es in the followmg areas durlngjse penodss—hetr}d—be—aveldeel-rﬁmgh

I Concentrated critical summer and winter habltat areas.
I Migrationcorridors duringfall, summer, and spring migration; rutting areas for
Northern Mountainweethane caribou.

I Concentrated Northern Mountainweedtand caribou use areas.
IConsider climate trends and extremes relevant to habitat areas and/or shifts in the times
when habitat is used by caribou.

e

New road and trail development should be avoided or minimized within the following:
9 Identified seasonal migration corridors (e.g., along alpine/subalpine ridges)
I Areas that bisect corridors at critical migration pinch points; and

Commented [A235]: Map 5 does not show the
concentrated critical summer and winter habitat
areas, migration corridors, rutting areas, or
concentrated use areas. It shows mineral licks and
caribou ranges (for which we have provided updated
data).

This reference to Map 5 could be deleted. Direction is
provided at a project level scale during assessment
and regulatory processes.

1 [MappedNorthern Mountainweedtand caribou rutting range.

Commented [A236]: YG requests this addition to
give direction to consider relevant climate impacts on
habitat for caribou.

Recommendations to the Parties

To support the longterm persistence and prevent longterm decline of caribou in the
| DawsonPplanning Rregion, the following research and policy recommendations are
proposed:

74

Commented [A237]:
specified.

Mapped does not need to be

All of these three points are information gathered
during assessment and regulatory review processes.
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13.|Research
Recommendation |

The Parties should workegether—an€ collaboratively with each
other and other planning partners (e.g.Dawson District
Renewable Resources CounciiDDRRQ and YukonFish & Wildlife
ManagementBoard, PCMB)}o improveresearch,knowledge,and
understanding of caribou in thePplanning Rregion. Key
considerations for a research and monitoring program may
include:
f—Improved understanding of caribourindustry
interactions, including monitoring and assessing
changes tomigration patterns and effects to habitat use
and distribution, to support stewardship objectives
and adaptive management.

q . . o
Continued monitoring of caribou migration patterns .
andhabitat to reflect ehanges in-industria d‘-Ea.,E opme

3 [ ’

 FMEHandPEHmMitigations should be designedto
addressimpacts to caribou migration efthe-rerdto
maximizse efficacy. Mitigations should consider how
to incorporate available collar data.

f—Undertake habitat modelling to assesstichen
mappingfmodelting-to-moniterimptications—ofpossible
effects of natural processesand climate change (i.e.,

increase inprecipitation, temperatures and fire activity,
etc.) onthe main foragespecies (lichen) for caribou.

75

[Commented [A238]: Bullets combined to simplify

)

Commented [A239]: Duplicates special
management direction 6.2 1

Commented [A240]: Redundant, recommendations
in cumulative effects framework section provide
stronger direction that achieves this.

Commented [A241]: The recommended action does
not provide an action statement, therefore can be
deleted.

The Parties have already committed, by signing the
two plans referenced, to implement them.
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17. Recommended-Action- 5 e Y 6 —od 6 (

18.{Reeeﬁ+meﬁded—»écet+e1°r FhePartiesshouleprioritise the-development of-aceess

52.1.2 Moose|

Moose in the Yukon are managed at the scale of Moose Management Units (MMUS)
and according to thesiScience-based guidelines for the management of moose in
Yukont(2016), }Mmoose areknewnto-live throughout most of the Pplanning Rregion
and use a variety of habitats depending orihe season,their sex and stage of life. They
have-beenknown-to-faveuuse linear features onthe landscape, such as roads and
trails, and tend to move into river valleys in the winter to avoid deep snownd to have
access to food. Late winter habitat, althoughinfreguentty-used for a short portion of
the year, is considered critical to survival during periods of high snowfall
accumulation. The areasoettheastof the-Cityof BawsebDawson Goldfields MMU
supports a stable moose population at relatively high densitiesind the current harvest
is considered sustainable. Moose are an important component of the traditional diet
and are essential to the good health of the First Nation and neffrirst Nation people d
Dawson.

Moose are somewhat tolerant of disturbance from land use activities but are
susceptible to increased harvestand predationas a result of new road and trail access
developmentthrotgh-increased-harvesting-pressure-and-predationManagement of
linear features and their useas accessis therefore an important considerationferthis
species. Mitigations relating to moose are closely tied to accessin the Rregion(see
Section 5.4.3 1 Transportation and Access, page129).

Planning Strategy

Objectives: |
1. Aresilientand; healthy

2. as-wett-asAble to continue eurrent-and-futaremoose harvestin the future

76

Commented [A242]: As written, this recommended
action does not provide an action statement. The work
referenced in this action is important, and already
committed to.

If the goal of this action was to highlight the
importance of this work, it could be rephrased as a
recommendation to implement the management
guidelines in assessment and regulatory processes as
soon as available.

If the goal of this action statement is to recommend
completing this work in a timeframe, it could be re
phrased that way.

Otherwise remove.

Commented [A243]: Consolidate with
recommendation 21 and 102 to avoid duplication

Commented [A244]: Additional information on
moose management added.

Commented [A245]: https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.
calfiles/env/env -science -based-guidelines -
management -moose -yukon_3.pdf

Commented [A246]: Linear features do not imply
access on their own

Commented [A247]: These objectives are better
separated as they have two purposes one ecological
and one socio-cultural.

Commented [A248]: Increasing this moose
population is not stated anywhere else in moose
management documents. This is already a high
density population compared to many areas in the
Yukon.

Commented [A249]: Moose do not congregate as
herds.

Commented [A250]: Harvest per the glossary only
applies to FN hunting. If this is meant to apply more
broadly, the definition or term used here should be
changed.

This applies throughout the document. The plan reads
as if licenced hunting is intended to be included in all
the points made about harvest, therefore, the
definition should change in the glossary to include it.
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atlevels similar to presentharvest.

Keyplanning issues and interests related to moose include:
1 _New and existingaccess feattres(i.e., roads and trails) contribute to:
0 Harvest and predatiorhtnting pressure on moose populations
0 Fragmentation or loss of habitat
0 Increasedlevels of developmentstpportea-by-new-ant-expanded-inear
featuressuch-asroads-andtrailstranseetmoose-habitat resutting-in
fragmentation-orfoss-of habitat.
1 Disturbancein keycalvingareascould have adverseeffects on recrtitment-of
moose ifate-the-populations.

Recommendee-Management Practices

Commented [A251]: Added specificity as future
harvest could be at various levels, this provides an
objective target.

a  Avoid or minimize development activity within seasonal use/concentration areas and
movement corridors, with specific emphasis odknown key-ealving-areasnd, areas of
post-rut aggregationand late-winter habitat.T

b Avoid or minimize new road and trail access:
T N6¢aqlls RGdWl 13t e2daqllR
'ﬂ Wlthln key moose habltat areas where access is currently limitetb-minimize

Commented [A252]: The Department of
Environment has very little information on moose
#Hcaz2zRUDWE! ¢t wWe OT Wi YUk gL
information from proponents. Changed wording based
on information that we have and ask proponents to
collect.

[ [Temoorarllv reduce human disturbance irkey late-winter habitat during years of
above-normal snowfall, which are projected to increase under a changing cllmaté;.

Recommendations to the Parties

Commented [A253]: ? YUk qWUIIT Wq VY Wi
justification in recommendation

19. Research The Parties should work together, and collaboratively with other

Recommendation planning partners (e.g.DDRRCand YukonFish & Wildlife

Management Board) to improve research, knowledge, and
understanding of moose in the planning Rregionto help inform
future decisions. Keyconsiderations for a research and monitoring
program may include:

1 Improvedmappingofimportant riparian habitat used for
calvingareasand the effects of land use activities on
these areas.

 Developinga cumulative effects indicator and threshold
basedon moose habltat+H-I:MH—1—1—€re+d1‘+e+ds—ﬂ&age2—18ﬂ

1 Petential-consideration-cotld-neluderoad-density
threshold-of-0-6-kmi-km>(Beazley,etal;2004).

1 Continued monitoring of moose population trends in
areas thatexperiencesignificant access development
and/or |hunting pressurete-help-inforr-tandplanning
deecisions.

1 Continued work on identifying key mineral licks that are
may beaffected by tare-tse-disturbance.

q ; : | :

" . & .EEEI&EE. EtSEtSEE R :

Commented [A254]: Added to provide a specific
management practice that could make a difference to
moose during climate events that are challenging for
them.

Commented [A255]: Indicator needed for planning
region not just this LMU.

Commented [A256]: Redundant, already stated in
opening paragraph

Commented [A257]: Clarify if hunting or harvesting.
Should use only one term consistently throughout the
Plan unless needed for a specific purpose.

Generally, YG Department of Environment uses the
termh 62 UqRUNK WaY Wl Gl 3t 30q
which may or may not result in the death of an animal,
¢cUT Whéc¢cl 210t qk WagY Wl In1dl Waq
killed. We recognise that this is not the only way to
define the terms but suggest providing clear
definitions and using the terms as defined.

v

Commented [A258]: Covered by recommendations
1,4 and 6.
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20. Research Continue to monitor moose population density, to-contribtiteto
Recommendation aceess-tevetopmentdecision-making-processeabundance and
composition.
21. Reeommendet- P:H&Parﬂes—shetﬂebﬂeﬁ%rseme—devebpmeﬁt—ef—aeeees

Commented [A259]: Consolidate with

22. Recommended PPremete-the-pPractice-ef progressive reclamationwhenef recommendations 18 and 102
Action disturbinge# moose habitat areas torecreate suitable moose
habitat te-g—wettands)where-appropriate. Commented [A260]: Given values expressed
Recommended Action [Imolement targeted monitoring of precipitation-as-snow for key elsewhere, areas should only be reclaimed to moose

habitat where that was their original use.

late-winter habitat.|

Change tomanagement practice for proponents
rather than recommendation to Parties.

5.2.1.3 Salmon : :
Commented [A261]: Given high snowfall
WEcOGOYUetloGe |l qRHEHzGC! 0! V96 RUY YTt 06 ¢ HRac¢ qlORU|¢rArebza¢qRY UK WRGGEHqWY U
I RQRFGCGIOROT RAG oY1 10Y IO HY 0 Y 1R H G et menionng frcrice e wite i i
(Survey Response, 2019) c.
WE21 ! tooet YUIWEcTGOVYUq6 ¢ qloRt 101 I3t qRUIT tOoq YOt Gé s UIORUOq 6 130G ¢ RUY q
Watershed in Canada (all major tributaries except for the Porcupine) enters the Yukon
Territory in the Dawson planning region. Every Yukon River salmon that-ougrates to
the Bering Sea from the mainstem of the Yukon River watershed in Canada leaves the
Yukon Territory from the Dawson planning region.

(Yukon Salmon Sub-Committee, Draft Plan Response 2021)

The ecological and sociecultural importance of salmon in theRregion is widely
known. Forthousands of yearsthe N | k Y 8§ | # dpgoRdhavegatheredalongthe
YukonRiverduringlate springand earlysummerto fish. Morerecently, the river
supported acommercial salmon fishing industry. Thepresence of salmon influenced
the rhythm of life in the Rregion. However, this situation has changedas the
abundance of salmon can nolongersupport eventraditional harvestingthe wayit
oncedid. Salmonfishing continues todayin small numbersto passonthe traditional
knowledgeto youth, to keepimportant cultural connections, andto instill
stewardship values.

Three species of salmon live in the planninﬁfegion:thinook]and chum have Commented [A262]: Chinook should always be
populations in the Yukon River, and these species are joined by coho in the Porcupine capitalized, chum and coho are not
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Riverwatershed. Despite highlevels of suspended sediment nearthe City of Dawson,
the YukonRiverremains animportant migratory habitat for juvenile and adult
eChinook and chum salmon.

Salmon, like migratory caribou, are a faranging species as their migration route
extends beyond the borders of the planningregion to other parts of the Yukon and
into Alaskato the BeringSea. Theyuse the rivers, lakes, streams, and tributaries of the
Rregion to survive.

Commented [A263]: Confirm with DFO if migrating
salmon use lakes in the region, if not remove

Fish Habitat Management System for Placer Mining

The Fish Habitat Management System for Yukon Placer Mining (FHMS) was designei
to replace the Yukon Placer Autharizationwhich was phased out in the early 2000s.
The FHMS is implemented by the Government of Yukon, Council of Yukon First
Nations, and Department of Fisheries and Oceans and manages placer mining
activities under the Fisheries Act.The system has two management objectives:

9 A sustainable placer mining industry in the Yukon; and
I The conservation and protection of fish and fish habitat supporting fisheries

The FHMS consists of three main protocols: 1) an Aquatic Health Monitoring
Protocol, 2) the Water Quality Objectives Monitoring Protocol, and 3) the Economic
Health Monitoring Protocol. These monitoring programs are intended to help ensure
the FHMS is workng effectively towards its objectives. An important design feature
of the FHMS is the Adaptive Management Framework, which describes how
information generated from the three monitoring programs as well as traditional
knowledge will be considered within tle system and provides for recommendations
on where adjustments may need to be made to ensure the FHMS continues to

operate as intended.

Planning Strategy

Objectives:

1. Satmenmigrationroutes-altow-forsatmoen—recovery:Enhance and rehabilitate
salmon spawning and rearing habitat.
2. Maintain migratory salmon routes to limit disturbances that affect spawning

migrations.

Keyplanning issues and interests related to Ssalmon include:

1 Thecumulative effects acrosslargespatial scales of land use activities may
cause direct andindirect habitat loss and disruption to migratory routes.

1 Sedimentation in watercourses due to anthropogenic ground disturbance or
release of surface waters highin dissolved substances from industrial
activities can affect salmon habitat.

1 Developmentalong salmon-bearingwatercourses can result in changesto
water quantity and quality.

i Fhefe—rs—trﬁeeﬁﬁﬁfy—ef—ﬂaee#eets—eﬁilimate changeis affecting eft salmon
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V/ a armmorTaprtatand

Commented [A264]: As written, this read as general
statements. Changed to objective statements with the
same content.
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habitat though increasing ocean and stream temperatures, reduced flows, and
increased sedimentation through erosion

i llncreased use of high-powered motorboats, jet boats and barges}

1 Thereis alack of data on sensitive overwintering, rearing,and spawning
habitats for salmon in the Rregion.

Reeeﬁormeﬁded{Management Practices

Avoid direct disturbance toknewn sensitive overwintering, rearing habitats for juveniles,
as well as spawning habitats for salmon.

b Minimize surface and vegetation disturbance in riparian ar@byl maintaining riparian
buffers/setbacks from development activities\here possible,

c  Avoidsignifieanttevels-efwinter in-stream water withdrawals inor upstream ofkrewn
sensmve over- Wlnterlng and rearlngflsh habltat

e Avoid direct or indirect blocking of identifiee fish migration routes.

Commented [A265]: Added detail about how climate
change affects salmon habitat.

Commented [A266]: + Ws | RaaqlUALllqgé6 |
the rationale for use of boats and barges as an issue.

If the concern is higher erosion due to waves caused
by the boats and resulting impact on salmon habitat, it
could state that. If the concern is direct impacts to
salmon, it could state that.

Commented [A267]: ,u UYs Uwllée UT WmRI
removed from management practices as proponents
are expected to avoid impacts to these areas
regardless and may need to do work themselves to
identify them.

—

Commented [A268]: Specify buffer distances that
minimize run-off, and sediment/chemical influx.

f tmplementAdhere totiming windows for lifecycle related habitat types(i.e.,
overwintering habitat and water withdrawals, spawning streams etc.) as pdfreshwater
TimingWindows Identified for the Yukon(https://www.dfo -mpo.gc.ca/pnw-

ppe/timing-periodes/yk-eng.html).

Recommendations to the Parties

23. Policy
Recommendation

[The Parties shouldimplement the recommendations found in the

Review and Evaluation of Adaptive Management in the Fish

Habitat Management System for Yukon Placer Mining (Olson, et
al., 2020),

24.Research
Recommendation

[A comprehenswe publiclyaccessible aquatic habitat inventory
should be conductedin [specify LMUs of interestlprier-to-mining
ant-othertand-use-activitiesin-areas-thathave notyetbeen-mine(
to-determine-whethersatmon-habitatisatrisk Such an
assessmentinventory should identify and map key habitat with
specific focus on spawning and oveiwintering areasand their
response to climate change impacts This information should be
used to update classification of steams and Areas of Special
Consideration identified on the Yukon Placer Fish Habitat
Suitability maps for watersheds in the planning region.

25. Research

. . : : L
te-re—evalttate-the-effectiveness-ef the FishHabitat Management
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Commented [A269]: Specify buffer distances from
the Fisheries Actthat minimize run-off, and
sediment/chemical influx.

qualifier

Commented [A271]: Redundant, already required for

Commented [A270: mERNURNRHE Uq LW I}
projects generally not just within these areas }

Commented [A272]: Rather than referring to the
report generally, include any recommendations

I Waw2¢UqlagYWe #6RII2RUNLWGE
Plan.

research within areas of interest and add use for
results.

Commented [A273]: Changes made to focus

‘ Commented [A274]: Covered by recommendation ‘
23
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26. Research
Recommendation

The Parties, together with othepetentiat-ptarning
partrersrelevant organizations(e.g., YSSC and DFO) should
collaborate and implement research strategies focusing on:

1 Recognizing the work done to date, continue to gain a
better understanding of Yukon River Chinook salmon
rearing and overwintering habitat in the planningregion.

. . : . b

1 Examine the current water withdrawal tracking system to
explore opportunities for improvement and to better
understand the impact on aquatic habitat in theRregion.

1 Understanding and assessing the cumulative effects of
land use activities on salmon and their habitat to further
inform indicators and thresholds in Plan monitoring and
implementation.

{__Research the impact of use of higipowered boatson
salmon and salmon habita i et
and-turbttenceteading-to-damage-toriverbanks-and

 Study climate change impacts on salmon habitat in the
planning region.

Commented [A275]: Repeats 24, redundant
remove

27. Recommended-

‘ ) F - . l IF . -J

Commented [A276]: Text seems to presuppose the
effects without supporting evidence; conversely, if
there is research already supporting this, clarify why
this research is recommended.

28. Recommended
Action

Implementation of long-term water quality monitoring, which
should be used to inform decision making to protect salmon
habitat, similar in scope to the Environment and Climate Change
CanadaNational Long-term Water Quality Monitoring Data. A
station currently exists within thePplanning Rregion at the
Klondike River. Additional stations could be installed at the
following important major watercourses:

Yukon River South and North

Sixty Mile River

Indian River

White River

Stewart River

Fortymile River

Fifteen Mile River

Commented [A277]: Covered byrecommendation
23.

=4 =8 =4 =4 -8 -8 -9
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29. Recommended Continue to support ongoing work oreChinook salmon habitat

Action I 0t qYl ¢qRYUWG!I YTWUHRat WAH! WNI &k YU
organizsations in collaboration with potential planning partners
(e.g., Yukon Salmon SuiCommittee, Fisheries and Oceans
Canada, Yukon River Panel).

30. Recommended The Parties should create/fund an educatioal platform to
Action edueate-inform the public on the impact of land uses on salmon
habitat, and-mitigatien-threughbest management
practices/management strategiesto mitigate effects, te
eommunieate-the cultural importance of salmon, andte-fester

stewardship initiatives.

52.1.4 [Sheep

[Sheep generally live in higkelevation and alpine habitats. Alpine tundra and mountain
ranges within, and to the northwest, of the Tombstone Range are importapéar-round
habitat for sheep. Critical winter habitat for sheep generally includes relatively snow
free, wind-swept slopes. Sheep return regularly to the same winter ranges, lambing
areas, and migration corridors. Consequently, these areonsidered as sheepkey
habitats (seeMap5T Ungulates)J

Planning Strategy

Objectives:
1. Healthy sheep populations are sustainedhretgh-pretection-of sheep-habitat

Keyplanning issues and interests related to Ssheep include:

1 Availabilityof and accessto critical late winter habitat. |TheBRP€Dawson
Planning RegiorResource Assessment RepoktSection 11.2.3.3, offers more
detailed description of sheephabitat types (DRPC,2020c).

1 Sheeparevulnerable to disturbance from various activities (e.g.,low-flying

ptanes-and-heticoptersaircraft), especially during lambing seasonin May -
June).

Commented [A278]: YG recommends removing this
subsection and adding relevant information to specific
LMUs as applicable. This is similar to approach
currently used in the Plan for shargtailed grouse
which has special management directions but not its
own subsection in 5 as there are no general
management directions.

Commented [A279]: Year round Key habitat also
includes south facing river cliffs, benches and rocky
outcrops on steep valley sides, especially in the Yukor
river corridor between the Yukon/ White river
confluence and Minto.

Commented [A280]: These are actions that could be
taken to achieve the objective, they should be
incorporated into management directions.

[Commented [A281]: Corrected report name.

Recommendee-Management Practices

Recommendations to the Parties

82

Commented [A282]: Redundant, could state similar
to 5.2.1.5 (Bears) that no recommended management
practices are suggested at this time [because
concerns are covered off by special management
directions for relevant LMUs].
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31. Policy
Reecommentdation-

5.2.1.5 Grizzly and Black Bears

Approximately 6,00017,000 grizzlybears arethoughtlive in the Yukonand this species
can be found throughout thePplanning Rregion. Their habitat requirements are an
array of diverse ecosystems that occur over large areas, and as such they are
indicators of healthy and large wilderness areas. There is little scientific data about
grizzlybearsin Yukon andthe Pplanning rRegion as few studies havebeen conducted,-
Fhere-is;heweverbutgood local and traditional knowledgeeX|sts on the speC|e$ In
lune 2018, this-speeiesgrizzly beawas listed asaspeciesof L,E GIIHRO @ 1N U w
western Canadaunder thef-ederal Speciesat RiskAct. Moreinformation about bear
habitat requirements andbear density in the Rregioncan be found in the BRPEDawson
Planning Region Resource Assessment Report (2020c).

Black bears are also found in the Rregion. However,black bears are not considered a
key species in this Plan.

Planning Strategy

Objectives:
_[Healthy grizzly bear populations are maintained
2.  inetudingpPreservation ofkeyhabitat and connectivity corridors. \
2:3. Low numbers of human/bear conflict.

Keyplanning issues and interests related to &arizzly and Bblack Bbears include:

1 Fragmentationof largetracts of land can degradebear habitat and cause
adverse effects on healthy beapopulations.

1__Linearfeature density (i.e., roads and trails) ata-¢ensity-of 0.6km/km? may leads
to declines in grizzly bear populations (see&ection 4 T Cumulative Effects
Framework, page 58).
Climate change may result in increased humarbear conflicts (e.g. may lead to
shifts in timing or abundance of food sources and longer active periods/shorter
denning seasons).

1 ABear—human conflicts resulting in mortality predominantly include lethal
removal of bears from areas of human activity..

Recommended-Management Practices

No reeommended-managementpractices are provided at this time. Existing policies
and legislation should be consulted, including the Conservation Plan for Grizzly Bears
in the Yukon (Government of Yukor019).

Recommendations to the Parties
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Commented [A283]: LMU 7 is an ISA 1 not an SMA
though YG supports an SMA designation with modifiec
boundaries.

If measures are needed to address concerns for sheey
in this LMU, they should be added as special
management directions.

Commented [A284]: ? YUk qWUIT Wl &
in the Plan to accept other parts of the Plan. Parties
sign off on the Plan as a whole.

Commented [A285]: Provide additional context on
what this relates to (e.g. behaviour of bears, use of the
region etc.)
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32. Research
Recommendation

The Parties should work together, and collaboratively with other
planning partners (e.g., DDRRC, PCMB, Fortymile Harvest
Management Committee, andYukon Fish and Wildlife
Management Board=Wi to improve research, knowledge and
understanding of grizzly bears in the planningregion.

1 __Key considerations for a research and monitoring progran
should focus on identifying and mapping key habitat areay
and other research topics identified under Goal #3 of the
Conservation Plan for Grizzly Bears in Yukq@019).

1 To better understand how climate change may influence
human-grizzly bear conflict, monitor climate change
impacts to grizzly bears, including their seasonal
behaviour and food sources.

1 Management decisions for grizzly bear habitat
management should have a strong foundation in local
Traditional Knowledge.

] fDeeisieﬁ&shﬂqueHaedDeveloped and promoted as-an
educational tools to promote stewardship of bear habitat,

33. Recommended- Fhe—ParHes—shet&d—e%&abH&kﬁhe—p%&pesed—SM—As—é&eﬁﬁﬁed#or

Acttor mﬁﬁﬁm&tﬁeﬁ%ﬁ% f t i e
t ftat.

34. Recommended
Action

The Parties should continue to work at implementing the
Conservation Plan for Grizzly Bears iMukon in collaboration with
the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Boart—ivB) with
specific attention to Goal #2 (Take care of the land and other

species that grizzly bears require).

5.2.2 Other Fish and Wildlife Habitat

5.2.2.1 Resident Fish Species

Maintaining healthy fish populations in theRregion is not only important to ensure
overallbalance in the ecological functions in the Rregion, but it is also critical to
sustaining traditional harvesting activities.There are many known resident (non
salmon) fish species that occur in thePplanning Rregion. Most populations of all
species live in streams, rivers, and ofthannel habitats in the summer, and someare
known to migrate to lakes to over-winter.

Planning Strategy

Objectives:

1. 'Sustainable freshwater fish and-witdife-populations -stpperted-by

1.2, hHealthy aquatic and-terrestriathabitats.
Keyplanning issues and interests related to Grizzty-and-Black-Bearsresident fish
species include:

1 Fish aresensitive to aquatic habitat disturbances and changes in water quality
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and quantity. Both natural and humancaused changes to land and vegetation
around water features affect water quality and quantity.

1 Fishover-wintering and spawningareasare of bﬂ%ieal—Mimportance to the
maintenance of healthy fish populations. These areas are particularly sensitive
to habitat disturbances and changes in water quality and quantity, but in the
DawsonPplanning Rregion, their locations are poorly understood.

1 Rivers,lakes, and wetlands are important for both ecological function and land-
use activity. Thepotential forimpacts, and land-use conflicts, inthese areas is
high.

tandscape-Management-Ynit&Seneral

Reeemmeﬁded—Management Practlces

Commented [A293]: 9| RaqRHEC I wlIRE L
under the Species at Risk Actvith specific provisions
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to avoid confusion

A P

qualﬁy—whefe—amaheaHe mplement t|m|ng wmdows for lifecycle related habltat types
(i.e., overwintering habitat and water withdrawals, spawning streams, etc.) as per

Freshwater Timing Windows identified for the Yukorttps://www.dfo -mpo.gc.ca/pnw -
ppe/timing -periodes/yk -eng.html )J

B Do not allow direct disturbance to known sensitive ovemwintering, rearing habitats for
juveniles, as well as spawning habitats for freshwater fish.

C Minimize surface and vegetation disturbance in riparian areas by maintaining riparian
buffers/setbacks from development activities where possible.

Recommendations to the Parties

35. Research The Parties should work collaboratively with DDRRC arite
Recommendation Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management BoardF#viBto define and
map key aquatic habitat for resident fish speciesprierte-the

assessmentprocessforlargescate-industrial-andfor
infrastrueture-prejeetsfocusing specifically on spawning and
over- wintering habitat within ISAs 3 & 4 and the LMU 3: Chu Kon
Dék (Yukon River Corridor). Data should be made publicly
available.

5.2.2.2 Migratory Birds and Raptors

The planningRregion includes many known key habitatypesfor migratory birdsand
raptors. TheTintinaTrenchflywayis a unique and important feature for migratory
birds, especially during spring and fall migration periods. Key areas for raptors are
located along river corridors and high alpine areas and wetlands aitical for
waterfowl.

This Plan has recommended SMAs that contain high quality habitat for migratory birds
and raptors, including areas of high elevation (greaterthan 1,000metres), the Tintina
Trench flyway, and wetland complexes.
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The Government of Canada (Canadiawildlife Service) is responsible for the
conservation and protection of migratory birds, as populations and individuals, and
their nests under theMigratory Birds Convention Act

tandscape-Management-Ynit&Seneral

Planning Strategy

Objectives:
L[Healthy populations of migratory and normigratory birds and raptors

2. pEreserCation of flywaysand other keyhabitat.[

Key planning issues and interests related to Grizztyand-Btack-Bearsmigratory birds
and raptors include:

1 Land use activities within key habitat (e.g., river corridors, wetlands) may
create adverseeffects on birds, particularly during keyperiods (e.g.,spring and
fall migration).

1 Information about[ligratoryblrds is not readily available to project

proponentsare-retwel-representedin-o—a—t—Y\WiliHife- keyAreasdatabase. \

Recommendee-Management Practices

a  As per guidance from the Canadian Wildlife Service, project planning should consider
avoidance of activities inmigratory bird high concern areagsteh-asand the Tintina
Trenchfl ywayb and during key migratory periods (spring and fall). (S@dap 471 Selected

Ecologlcally Important Area$

Recommendations to the Parties

36. Research The Parties should undertake research initiatives with the
Recommendation Canadian Wildlife Service, and other planning partners as
appropriate, to build knowledge of the location of key staging and
nesting areas in the plannlng?reglon to further bulldlnformatlon
available to project proponentsg &1
eatabase. This research should consider/monitor how or0|ected

climate change, such as shifts in freezethaw cycles, could alter
accessibility, timing, and use of staging and nesting areas.

RN

5.2.2.3 Species at Risk and Rare Endemic Species|

ThePplanning Rregion contains manyterrestrial-andc-agdatic species that have been
identified as at- rlsk by federal Spemes at Risk Ac(SARA)) or terrltonal\(vlldllfe Act)

legislation.

are—ﬁe{—kﬁewFrha—exrst—eu%ﬂa‘e—ef—the—RewreﬁeﬁﬁeryThe plannlng region is home to
many large and relatively healthy widespreagopulations of federally listed species at
risk that have declined in other regions in Canada, such as, Bank SwalloRiparia
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riparia), Grizzly BearWrsus arctos horribilis), Transverse Lady BeetldJQoccinella

transversoguttata), and Wolverine Gulo gulg). This also includes two bumble bes

listed or under consideration for listing under tle SARAthe Gypsy Cuckoo Bumble Bee

(Bombus bohemicuss ¢ UT WE 2 Ht G 13! & LBeiHus ¥uekiBy).eTheA G 13 W7 13 13 Wbl
GicUURUNDWI WNRYUkt WEW¢clqdé! WEGYGade qRYUWYNWUe qR2IJWH2 G AGIJWAHIJIEY We
backdrop of widespread declines in bumble bee numbers across North America.

For manyof the species at risk that occur in the planning region, their populations

the regionrepresent the northern limit of theirranges. These populations are extremely

important for adaptingto threats such as climate change. Species such as the Little

Brown Bat haveexperienced sudden and dramatic declines across the eastern portion

of their range due to white nose syndrome. The Little Brown Bat population in the

Dawson region is one of the northernmost populations in Canada. As climate warms,

Little Brown Bats are expected to shift their rangesorthward and this population will

likely be a source of their range expansion. The planning region is also the northern

limit of a number of native bees. Given their potential importance in future range shifts

and adaptation to climate change, northern angeedge populations should be high

priority targets for conservation efforts.

During the Last Glacial Maximum (roughly 26,50015,000 years ago)plant populations
were able to persist throughout theplanning region in ice free areas referred to as
Beringian refugium. As glaciers retreateduring inter-glacial periods, populations from
the Beriginian refugium expanded into the newly available habitats. Many common
North American species are thought to have their origins in the Beringian refugium but
have subsequentlyspread across the continent. However, a suite of species have not
expanded widely from these refugial areas resulting in the planning region being a

hotspot for vascular plant endemism andan outsized contributor to the vascular plant
diversity of Canada.

The planning region is home to severagjlobally rare endemic species. These species
have restricted distributions and some are found only in this part of the territory. These
endemic species have unigue ecologicaloles and contribute to the overall

biodiversity of important ecosystems such as low elevation steppe meadows or alpine
areas. Many ofthese species, such as Spiked Saxifrage, which is also a federally listed
species at risk, are particularly vulnerable due to theilimited geographic range, and
specific habitat requirements.

Some of these species are managed under recovery strategies or management plans
by the appropriate levels of government. More information about the status of species
at- risk can be found on the Yukon Conservation Data Centre which track&seciesat
Riskspecies of conservation concernand rare speciesocettrences
(https://lyukon.cal/en/species -data). Recovery strategies and management plans for
federal species at risk can be found at the species at risk public registry.

Planning Strategy

Objectives:
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1. Resilienceof speciesatrisk andrare endemic species.
2. Preservationof critical, rare, or unique ecosystems while considering that
some ecosystems are likely to shift due telimate change.

Keyplanning issues and interests related to grizzty-ant-btack-bearsspecies at risk
and rare endemic species include:

1 _Theprojected loss of habitat asaresult of climate changeand potential
adverse impacts from mineralexploration and development are of particular
concern for the following species: spiked saxifrage,and Yukon podisteral,—and

q [Honev beesand non-native insects introduced for agriculture can introduce
diseases to native bees that have devastated their populations in southern
Canada, and can outcompete native bees for floral resources.

Reecemmended-Management Practices

a

Apply mitigations for known locations of species at risk or rare endemic species as

b

provided by Canadian Wildlife Service and Government of Yukon.

Integrate species at risk recovery strategieshtps://www.canada.ca/en/environment -
climate -change/services/species-risk-public -registry/recoverystrategies.html).

Commented [A303]: Bank swallow habitat is not
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Eentinte-te-wWork with[Government of Yukon andCanadian Wildlife Serviceane-ether
ptanntrg-partrersto identify and document species at risk or rare endemic species ithe
project area inadvance of submitting a project foreviewassessment.

Avoid or minimize disturbance in rare habitats and ecosystems, for example, steppe,
riparian old growth, saline flats, alpine wetlands.

Recommendations |to the Parties

Recommendation

37.}Pe++ey Fhe-Partiesshouldimplementrecommended-SMAS;-some-of
- . . : : st d
Policy The Partiesshould continue to advance research, knowledge

sharing and action in the planning region in a manner that is
consistent with this Plan. This work will increase awareness of the

GicUURUNDWI WNRYUkt We GURhe WWHRYT |
actions that will safeguard this unique biodiversity.
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Research The Parties should continue to prioritize research that increases
Recommendation our understanding of rare species and ecosystems, in particular
low elevation steppe meadows and alpine areas, and monitor
changes to those species and ecosystems. This knowledge shoul
be used to advance biodiversity impact mitigations for proposed

activities.
Research The Parties, in partnership with the Canadian Wildlife Service and
Recommendation other agencies, should continue to monitor distribution of

federally-listed species at risk, as defined by the Species At Risk
Act, 2002, to ensure preactive management and recovery actios
can be undertaken to ensure these species continue to prosper
within the Planning Region.

Research The Parties should work collaboratively to identify the species at
Recommendation risk, rare endemic species and the ecosystems in the planning
region that face the highest risk from a changing climate to inform

management of activities in those areas.

5.2.3 |Water]

Water is an important, and complex resource in thé&region. It flows through the
ground, creeks, and rivers of the Rregion, and sustains the RrlJ D R lédntst animals,
industries, and communities. The nature of water, in it®ver-changing state,
necessitates a holistic approach to first recognizing the importance of it, and second
to guide the stewardship and use of it. The Plan addresses many of the issues and
interests surrounding water in multiple sections. The following setion on wateris a
synopsis of the various sections where water is addressedin the Plan. The purpose is
not to provide a planning strategy pertaining to water specifically, but rather, to
emphasize the interconnectedness of water and to direct Plan user® the sections
that discuss this value.

Habitat

Wateris habitat for the salmon and other fish species that live in and passthrough
the Rregion. Mitigatingthe potential effects of land uses on the quality and quantity
of aquatic habitat is of critical importance to sustaining healthy populations of
salmon and other fish species and this is reflected in the sections indicated below.
Inaddition, the Planrecommends that the Partiesexaminethe current water
withdrawal tracking system to explore opportunities for improvement and to better
understand the impact on aquatic habitat in the Rregion.

M Section 5.2.1.3 T Salmon (page 81)

1 Section 5.2.2 T Other Fish and Wildlife Habitat (page 87)
Rivers and Watercourses
Themanyrivers of the Dawsonfplanning Rregionhold highecological, economic,
heritage, and cultural importance. BesidesLMU3: Chu KonDék (YukonRiver Corridor),
the Plan has not identified major river corridors that require specific management
direction as all rivers and watercourses aremportant. The main objective for rivers is
to maintain and enhance their multiuse character bymaintainingtheir ecological and
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cultural integrity and balancingtheir economic uses (i.e., transportation, tourism,
etc.). General managementirections along with the special management directiors
outlined in speeifie EMdsthe following sections contribute to achievingthis objective:-

1 Section 5.2.4 1 Rivers and Watercourses (page93)

1 LMU 4: Tsey D&k (Fifteenmile) (page 180)

1 LMUG6:N | k Y (Kliohdike) (page190)

1 LMU11: Goldfields (page218)

1 LMU12:N1 k Y Wielt (KIBngike Valley) (page 224)

1

1

1

LMU 14: TGy Dikdhat (Top of the World) (page232)
LMU 16: Wédzey Nahuzhi (Matson Uplands), (page 244)

Formatted: French(Canada)

Field Code Changed

LMU19: TadzanDé&k (White River) (page258) \ [ Formatted: French(Canada)

L J
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Community

Water for community consumption must be prioritized. TheKlondike River Watershed
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water. SwedeCreekand the Fortymile Riverare also essential drinking water sources.
General managementdirections and specialmanagement directions outlined in the
following sections speak to prioritizing water focommunity consumption:
 Section 5.3.5 T Community Growth (page 117)
M Section 5.3.6 T Recreation (page121)
1 LMU12:N1 k Y Wielt (KIBngike Valley) (page 224)
T LMU 14: TGy Dikdhét (Topof the World) (page232) Commented [A312]: This list does not indicate what

about these sections relates to water and community

Economy

Water is essential for a healthy economy. Themain industries in the Rregionrely on
water in one way or another. The dajo-day operations of the mining industry,
specifically placer operations, require immense amounts of water to function.

Accessbywaterisrelied uponinareaswherethereis limited access, e.g.,bargesare

used to transport machinery and supplies to worksites. Agriculture, though nais

intense, relies on the availability of water for irrigation, and tourism and recreation

opportunities are enhanced throughout theRregion by the presence andise of the

RrlJ N R Yikdss fThe following sections speak to the use of wateand the economy:
i LSection 6 T Landscape Management Units, (page 160) [Formaned: French (Canada) }
1 Section 5.4.1TMineral Exploration and Development (pagel124) [Formaned; French (Canada) ]
1 Section 5.4.3 T Transportation and Access (page129) ‘ ( Field Code Changed )
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1 Section 5.4.4 1 Agriculture (page145)
 Section 5.4.5T Tourism (page148)

5.2.4 Rivers and Watercourses |

Themanyrivers and watercourses of the DawsonPplanning Rregionhold high
ecological, economic, heritage, and cultural importance.

Watercourses throughout theRregion range from intermittent creeks to major
international rivers such as the Yukon River, each with its own unique characteristics.
Atthe sametime, the riparian corridors along theserivers alsohold important
economic, ecological, heritage and cultural importance.

Watercourses form a major route of human access throughout th&region, either by
boat in the summer or over ice in the winter. They are also fistghwaysmigration
corridors and spawning grounds as well as being important for other wildlife that
utili zse the rivercorridors.

For First Nations people, the rivers are part of who they ayepart of their being.Along
the rivers,Fthereis a concentration atongthe riversof traditional camps,
archaeological sites, burial grounds, and gathering placesTraditionally, ceremonies
take place along rivers, especially when greeting arriving visitors.

Humans have an existential connection to rivers, whether related to water for drinking,
cleansing, access, or as a source of food.

Thereis increased recreational, tourism and other uses of the rivers of the Rregion.
Currently, the YukonRiveris the focus of such uses but other riverswill potentially
seeincreased traffic too.

Planning Strategy

Objectives:
1. Cleanand pristine water. Healthy aquatic ecosystemsand Watersheds.\

%—Sﬁm@ﬁm%gfaﬁeﬁfetﬁe&a%wﬂ‘eﬁsa#ﬁﬁﬁreeevefﬂ

43. Support sustainable fish and wildlife populationsincluding supporting
salmon recover i itat.

54. Scenicviewscapeswith limited visible human footprint.

6:5. Cultural appreciation for rivers.

76. Maintain sustainable access (see Section 5.4.3.5 T Water Access).

Keyplanning issues and interests related to rivers and watercourses include:
1 Rivers,watercourses, andriparian areasare highlyvaluedecosystems.
1 Watercourses hold high cultural and traditional value.
1 Watercourses are important economically in terms of their use for tourism and
access. Productive placer gold mining overlapswith riparian areas(e.g., Indian
River and itstributaries).
9 The cultural impacts of human-altered watercourses are:
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o The reduced use of ararea (harvesting, recreational and/or traditional
pursuits).
o xYt quWYGGY! qa URqRIJt WnY! WNI k YUT | t Wcs | A6KRUWqVYWGet + WedavyYOrn
knowledge and language.
o Areduced connection to the land.
o] lDestruction of heritage resources]. Commented [A318]: Many heritage resources along
1 There is increased garbage and waste accumulating along rivers. Much of this rivers and watercourses
is related to human waste from recreational users and touristsThis_but also
includes industrial waste fuel drums at barge landings.
1 Human activity has the potential to negativelyimpact watercourses through
water contamination, sedimentation, and changesto water regimes. Fish
habitat may also be impacted or lost. Activities of most concern in the Dawson
Rregion include:
o0 Placermining
0 Bargesandrivercrossings
0 Quartz mining (e.g., Coffee Project, Victoria Gold)
o Jet loatuse
o Recreationaland tourism use.
1 Climate change is having impacts, including water level changes, shifting
shorelines, increased runoff, stream bank erosion, ice conditions and
temperature changes. These jeopardise water quality, public safety,
transportation use, heritage sites, and traditional uses. A potential impact of
this isincreasedinfrastructure costs and capacity needs.
1 Rivers and other waterways fall undevarictsthe jurisdictions —netueing of
Governmentof Canada, Governmentof Yukon,andN' |1 k Y& F | #6 k RU LI
Government.

Reecemmended-Management Practices
a Conduct activities |n a Way that minimizes the runoff of sediment |nt0 water courses.
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Recommendation support First Nations citizens<reconnection to Hﬁerivers.\
41. Recommended Parties to work together to explor@pportunities for users to
Action educate themselves about respectful use of rivers (e.g.,

pamphlets, online materials, and signs).

42. Recommended
Action

Parties toundertake clean-up initiatives along the rivers to
address recreational and industrial waste.

Special attention be given toLMU 3: Chu Kon Dék (Yukon River
Corridor) (page 174).

43. Recommended
Action

Re-establish traditional ceremonies along the rivers.

Research
Recommendation_

Expand continuous monitoring of hydrologic, water quality and
climate variables throughout the planning region to support
detection and attribution of climate change impacts on rivers and
water courses.

5.2.5 Wetlands|

Wetlandsin the Rregionhold immense socio-cultural and environmental
importance. Theyarealso knownto be the site of land-use conflict within the Rregion
due to the overlap of potential high mineral value that exists within andear some

wetland areas.

Wetlands are land where the water table is at, near, or above the surface or which is
saturated for a long enough period to promote such features as wetltered soils,
water tolerant vegetation, and biological activities which are adapted to a wet
environment (National Wetlands Working Group, 1997). The wetland classes in the
Yukon(asperthe CanadianWetland Classification System)are bogs, fens, swamps,
marshes, and shallow open water. Bogs,fens, and some swamps are characterized by
having peat, which § an accumulation of partially decayed vegetation or organic
matter. Peat takes a very long time to form and is difficult, if not impossible t@store

once it is removed.

There are numerou$1ydro|ogical, biophysical, chemical, and socio-cultural eee’rogteamll
benefits to wetlands including (but not limited to)fish and wildlife habitat, water
storage and regulation, carbon storagegrosion control, cultural wellbeing, etc.
|Wet|andssequesterand store carbon, regulate water flowsand providethe critical
function of flood mitigation.i 13qd ¢ UT + Wel WWRAGY! q¢ Uqllq VY Waé |
other First Nations as they are places of immensaistoric and cultural value where
they can exercise their rights and traditional pursuits. Communities rely on intact
wetlands to mitigate flood risk and reduce threats to infrastructure (roads and

buildings).

Wetlands cover onlyabout 10-12 percent of thePplanning Rregion (Bond, 2019);
(DucksUnlimited Canada,2021). Swampsare the most common wetland type (5.7
percent), followed by fens (5.5percent), bogs (0.4percent) andmarshes (<0.1 percent)
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(Ducks Unlimited Canada, 2021). Permafrost plays a major role in the development of
wetlands in theRregion and the loss of permafrost (due to climatehangeor human
activity) is predicted to havesignificantimpacts on wetlands in the future.

The only area that has undergone an extensive wetland inventory is the Indian River

Valley (McKenna,2018). Ducks Unlimited Canada, in collaborations Raq 6 WN 1 k YUOT | t
c 5 | H éhaw tbmpleted awetland classification mapping project in the Dawson

Pplanning Rregion to be used at the watershed level. Work is underway to produce

further wetland mapping for theRregion that should help to identify the extent,

location, and classification of theRIJNRY Uk + Ws Waqd e UT t 1O

Planning Strategy

Objectives:
1. Maintain Ffunctioning wetland ecosystemsthat support ecotogicatanda-socio-
wetland benefits andcultural values.

Keyplanning issues and interests related to Wetlands include:
1 Wetlandsare highlyvalued ecosystems.

AT aitG—Comp 9, O OO O1G—T1HG crtorar—ana adrto

reduced use of an area (harvesting, recreational and/or traditional pursuits); and in objective before this more broadly.

vaJtr&[‘Fhe impact of wetlands altered by human activity may result in the Commented [A327]: Already stated in the Overview

qé6 W 13Ut UWa 6 ¢ q LHave nol dpheldtfatitonal |&vé geRaihing to
stewardship; and a reduced connection to the land.

9 Disturbance in wetlands from development may be considered permanent. For
instance, the reestablishment of peatlands (fens and bogs) under theaght
conditions could take hundreds of years.

1 Wetlands are vulnerable to the potential effects of climate change and this risk
may be exacerbatedby human activity.

1 When reclamation of wetlandhabitat-ecosystemsis completed post-mining,
original classand function is not often restored.

1 Theextentof the impact resulting from the thawing of permafrost ground
beneath wetlands is not fully known.

1 Wetlands havethe potential to support rare flora and fauna in the Rregion.

1 industriat-dDevelopment has the potential to negatively impact wetland areas
indirectly through increased access, contamination, and changes to water
regimesand directly throughloss of wetlands.

1 Thereare known areas of overlap of high potential mineral value andhigh
ecological and cultural value in wetland complexes in the Rregion.

1 Theextentand type of wetlands presentin the whole Rregionis not fully
understood.

}Reeemmeﬁded—Management Practices] Commented [A328]: Information presented here

The Government of Yukon hageleased WA Y G RH! Wn Y1 W6 W qlds ¢l T

does not follow the same format as other General
Management Direction sections. Some information

wetlands on January 10, 2023. The policy is intended to guide the managemenid could move up to description of the region or into

specific LMUs
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protection of wetlands in the territorj. committed-to-producing-a-wetland-poliey-forthe
Yokon—When-work-en-thispolicy-iscomptete;-it
The wetlend stewardship policyshould only supersede the management direction in

the Plan if it meets or exceeds thee directionssetby-theCommission.

Wetland management in theRregion should be guided by the best available
information. Itis understood that new information regardinglocation of wetlands,
quantification of wetland functions and benefits-andfuretion, cultural importance
andtraditional use, impacts of climate change, andeffectiveness ofreclamation
activities will continually become available as the breadth oknowledgein these
areasgrows.

tandscape-Management-Ynit&Seneral

Mitigation Hierarchy

TheMitigation Hierarchy, a widely used concept in natural resource management,is a
set of sequential steps that should be followed to minimize the loss and degradation
of wetlands. The avoidance of wetlands should be the first approacfor any
development project.

1. Avoidimpacting wetlands,

2. Minimize unavoidableimpacts,

3. Reclaim impacted wetlands,

4. Offsetting: In specific circumstances, it maybe appropriate to offset residual

wetland impacts.

Inareaswheredevelopmentis permitted in wetlands, the mitigation hierarchy
should apply in sequential order, with the first and most important step being
avoidance of wetlands. In circumstances wherethe original wetland benefits cannot
be fully keeevefedrestored through reclamation (for example reclaiming fens to a
different wetland type), further offsetting could occur. Thisoffsetting can for example
be (but not limited to) reclamation of historic mining activity or a contribution to the
Land Stewardship Trust and should be included in the preparation of a reclamation
plan for a project.

Wetland Thresholds

Developmentin some wetland types should be limited due to their rarity in the
Rregion, Ionglreeevefyrestoration himes and their ability to sequestercarbon. Any
developmentin ferspeatlands will result in the change of the wetland type, in
generalte-liketyberesteredto ¢ WA O RsUJAd GogE), bnopenwater wetlanda-marsh
orswamp). ang-eOver longertimeframes this reclaimed wetlanditmayrevertto a
peat wetland). Thiswill haveimplications onthes 1J q) i cahllitykolstore carbon,
will affect the hydrologyofthe wetland ecosystem, the type of speciesthe wetland
supports, andthe cultural usevaluesofanarea.

Inareaswherethereis overlappingmineral and wetland interest, the decision to
allow some limited developmentin wetlands is acceptable and the allowable
disturbance allocated is measured at the scale of a permit area or claim block. This
decision was made with the reality of the regulatoryand reporting systemthat is
currently in place, andthe Planmakesrecommendations for the adaptation of these
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systems in the future through the cumulative effects framework, the creatiomf a
publicly available wetland inventory,and areporting and monitoring system.

Wetlands of Special Importance |

The Plan includes three areas which should be identified as Wetlands of Special
Importance (seeSection 3.2.4.2 Wetlands of Special Importance for further
information):

__Flat Creek Wetlands

1 Ladue Wetlands; and
9__Scottie Creek Wetlands.

The designation as a Wetland of Special Importance does not require the withdrawal of
the area from land disposition or a prohibition of mineral staking, exploration, and
mining. However, to receive a new authorization, proponentshould describe how they
will achieve no loss or reduction of wetland benefits during assessment and regulatory
stages. Human activities which impact wetland benefits, but where wetland benefits
could be reclaimed or restored postdisturbance, are not consistentwith the
commitment to no loss or reduction of wetland benefits.

Where human activities overlap with a Wetland of Special Importance, proponents are
encouraged to include details on potential wetland impacts and mitigations during the
assessment process.If sufficient information on wetland impacts and mitigations is

not provided during an assessment, or for human activities that did not trigger an
assessment, the Government of Yukon can require information during the regulatory
stage prior to consideringauthorization. This information is required so that the
Governmentof Yukon can assess potential impacts to wetland benefits.

In addition to specific mitigation measures to ensure no loss of benefits within
Wetlands of Special Importance, conditions on human activities include, but are not
limited to:

9 Human activities proposed within a Wetland of Special Importance may not
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alter or convert a wetland from one class to another.

9 Human activities may not alter the hydrology or water connectivity within the
boundaries of a Wetland of Special Importance. This includes construction of
infrastructure, such as semipermanent or permanent structures, roads or
other earthworks.

9 Construction of permanent structures is notallowed within the wetland area of
a Wetland of Special Importance. Note: construction within the buffer area
surrounding the wetland area would be considered based on an evaluation of
impacts to wetland benefits.

Recommendations to the Parties

44. Policy No developmentis-te-bepermitted™in|undisturbed bogs and
Recommendation marshes throughout theRregion|

45. Policy No developmentis-te-be-perritteein undisturbed fens in:
Recommendation 1 Special Management Areas; and

1 i:MH&Q—'Fadza&Bel«éWHﬁeRwe&page%SS{Wetlands

of Special Importance.

46. Policy [Fen Thresholds
Recommendation 1 InLMU 17: N&n Dhohdal (Upper Indian River
Wetlands) (page 248) development igpermitted-allowed
in up to 50 percent of fens on a claim block or permit
area basis.

1 For the purposes of measuring fen thresholds, the
definition of surface disturbance is as per the glossary
consistent with cumulative effects indicator
measurement.

1 Thresholds should be established with the baseline
state of wetlands as of 2022, not based on the amount o
fens existing at the time of application.

1 |Proponents should, for each development proposal,
identify and verify wetlands, submit a wetland mitigation
plan outlining the steps of the mitigation hierarchywhen
wetlands are identified, and create a wetland
reclamation plan for approval before work commences.

1 Disturbance of wetlands at the LMU scale should be
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47.[petiey
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Reeommendation-
18 Por oritzeat - -
Reecommendation wetltane-guidance-
49. Policy Public Awareness
Recommendation Appreciation for wetlands should be promoted through public

education, focusing on understanding the values and function of
wetlands with the goal of creating stewardship opportunities to
further the connection to wetlands in the area.

Commented [A343]: Wetland Policy completed.
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50. Policy

Recommendation |

Buffers

The following buffersshattshould be applied around protected

fen wetlands.

Commented [A344]:

Change to management

direction for proponents rather than a
recommendation to the Parties.

Wetland Size | Reserve Zone | Management Riparian
i Management o _
(ha) Width (m) Zone (m) Area Width (m) Buffers taken from existing guidance used for forestry.
<1 5 60 65
1o 60 40 100
25 60 140 200

No development should occur within the reserve zone
(measured from the edge of the wetland), and only activities that

do not harm the integrity of the wetland and reserve zonghould
occur within the management zone (measured from the outer
edge of the reserve zone).

The purpose of creating buffers is to protect wetland functions
and benefits in areas where development isllowed.

Recognizing that the recommended buffer may not be sufficient

to protect certain wetland functions or benefits, an adaptive
management approach may be used to increase the

recommended buffer when site-specific assessment or research
is conducted and the revised buffers are agreed upon by the

Parties.

51.[Researeh

[Commented [A345]: Incorporated into 50 above

99



Dawson Recommended Land Use Plan

Management Directions

tandscape-Management-Ynit&Seneral

52. Research
Recommendation

Wetland Inventory

The Parties are to ensure that wetland classification mapping
and hydrological models are done to support implementation of
wetland disturbance thresholds. These should be completed

et RUDWe W AcOGWWg6eqs YI t+ WnYl U
the Plan. he mapping already completed by Ducks Unlimited
9¢Ue¢T ¢WeUT WNI kYUT | t Wes| A6k ROU
wetland inventory.

Parties should prioritizse detailed wetland inventories in areas
with concentrations of wetlands and development interest (e.g.,
LMU 17: Nan Dhohdal (Upper Indian River Wetlands) (page
248) and these should be made publicly available for use by
regulators and proponents.

53. Research
Recommendation

Wetland Research Initiatives
The Parties should undertake and promote research projects anf
initiatives that align with the Plan objectives. These could focus
on thefollowing areas:
Effective wetland reclamation strategies to restore
wetland functions.
Impacts of a changing climate on wetlands.

Collaboration and partnerships with industry, norprofit,
academic, and local and international sources of knowledge are
needed to create a more complete understanding of the
RIJNRY Ukt Ws Wqdac UTt 1O

{Commented [A346]: Include in recommendation 6 }

5.2.6 (Climate Change

Land use planning in the north must consider the reality of a changing climate and the
resulting impacts, of which several are already being experienced in the Dawson
Pplanning Rregion, including permafrost thaw,damage to infrastructure and heritage
resources infrastractare-tamages, as well as variable and inconsistent stream flows.

Climate changehas-the-potential-to-continte significanthis changing the existing

biophysical conditions of the DawsonPplanning Rregion, as most of the planning
Rregion is underlain by permafrost and is therefore susceptible to degradation and
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FoertThis Plan, the-Commissierconsidersed potential future land uses and their
implications for atime horizonretessthanof at least20years.

Givenuncertainty surrounding the .
magnitude of climate changeimpacts, we What is the difference between climate .
need to enhance our understanding and change adaptation and mitigation ? |
awareness ofclimate changein the Planning Climate changeadaptation means !
Rregionthroughresearch, monitoring, and adjustment in natural or human systems |
education. Additionally, we must develop in response to actual or expected climate :
and implement climate changeresilience, changeeffects, which moderates harmor |
adaptation, and mitigation strategies now exploits beneficial opportunities. By

and into thefuture. Forthesereasons,the contrast, mitigation is intervention or
Plan reliesheavilyon the needto consider policies to reduce the emissions or
the potential impacts of climate change enhancethe sinks of greenhousegases
through the principle of adaptive (GHGs)which contribute to climate

management, and howit will be incorporated change.
in Plan updates and reviews. (UNFCCC,2021)

The scope of this Plan is also limited to what “------------ - m
activities and impacts it can consider. A robust approach to climate change must

consider both adaptation as well asmitigation strategies. ThePlanfocuses onland

use adjustments basedonthe shifts anticipated by a changingclimate, as well as ways
carbon sinks can be enhanced.

Planning Strategy

Objectives:

Theobjectives for Climate Changein the DawsonRregionare eonsistentwithtaken from
the Governmentof 6 2 t Y@ukQGlean Future (2020d):
1. Lessgreenhousegas emissions.
2. Accessto reliable and affordable renewable energy.
3. Adapt toimpacts of climate change.
4. Greeneconomy.
Some targets in Our Clean Future are supported by theélean Energy Actvhich came
into force in November 2022. Th€lean Energy Acti DN Rt G ¢ qJt Woet YUkt WNI U6 Yet JWNet W
emissionstargetsA Wl WGYIl qRUNDWI PDhe RI B WUt WYUWq6 W] Y2131 Oal0quwynwoet YUK
actions, and establishes the authority to set sectorspecific targets, but does not
include measures for adaptation, renewable energy, or green economy.

Keyplanning issues and interests related to Climate Changeinclude:

1 Changes in climate and permafrost may induce changes in habitat quality,
distribution, abundance, and introduce new terrain hazard and geotechnical
issues.

1 Thawingpermafrost and changesto precipitation can lead to changesin overall
water quality and availability in the Pplanning Rregion, as well as changes to soil
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moisture, runoff regimes, and drainagepatterns.
1 Theway habitats are distributed on the landscape could changeovertime as a
result of climate change. This can compromise the health and productivity of
aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems and resulting ecosystem services.
1 Consideration of food security issues and climate changeadaptation in the
A 1J N R ¥gedaultural sector (see Section 5.4.4 T Agriculture , page 145).
1 Climate change canresult in theintroduction of harmful invasive species tonative
ecosystems.
1 Impacts of forest diseases, insects, andinvasivespecies, aswell as changesin
forest regeneration and succession.
1 96¢U0UNUt WaYWeURGeOW GUHRIY ¢k WT R2J1+ Rq! AWl ¢ 0Nt Awe UT Wi Rt ql RAe
landscape (seeSection 5.2.1 T Key Species Habitat, page 73 andSection 5.2.2 T
Other Fish and Wildlife Habitat, page 87).
1 Impacts to FirstNations culture and heritage traditional economy, capacity, and
rights due to changesto traditional land use, subsistence harvestingsuccess, and
gathering(seealso Section 5.3.3 T Harvesting Rights and Activities , page 113)
and Section 5.4.9 T Traditional Economy, page 157).
1 Permafrost thaw, floods, and soil instability can negatively impact transportation
infrastructure and increase maintenance costs as well as lessethe feasibility of
winter roads (see Section 5.4.3 T Transportation and Access, page129).
1 Climate changecanimpact economic activities. Altered growingseasonsand
water flow can impact agriculture practices, changing river conditions can impact
water availability for placer mining, and infrastructure hazards could impact
various projects.
1 There are multiple climate change impacts that affect human health, wellbeing,
and subsistence activities in theRregion.
{__Impacts to community growth (e.g.,accessto water).
1 Impacts to heritage and paleontological resources
Recommended-Management Practices

a Astire-resiliencew

el ) : {Commented [A350]: Combined with b }
b Climate change considerations, includinginformation from climate risk assessments
and other climate data, potential variability in environmental conditions and
adaptation/resilience, should be assessed and addressed in the design and adaptive
management of major resource development and infrastructure projectsincluding
transportation infrastructure.
Build in resilience to transportation and other infrastructure that may be impacted by
slow-onset events such as permafrost thaw, increases in precipitation and temperature
and other risks
c Apply mitigations to minimize the risk of introducing invasive species related to Commented [A251): Recommendation does not fi
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taking-steps-to-enstre-infrastructureisresilient to-climateehange impaetssueh-as
permafres—t—ﬂaaw—and—preerpﬂaﬁeﬁ—ehangee]

Recommendations to the Parties|
Additional backgroundto PlanRecommendations as follows:

5.2.6.1 Special Management Areas

Ensuringecological integrity is maintained across a broad range of environments
providesthe greatestopportunity for wildlife to adapt to climate change.

Connected areas will allow wild species to move, adapt, andsurvivein the face of
climate change. Aquatic ecosystems, including waterways, wetlands, and riparian
zones, also provide important ecological functions and can provide resilience to
climate change. The boreal forest provides essential habitat and can mitigate the
impacts of climate change. Aligningwith Governmentofo 2 t YQ@ukQleanFuture
(2020d) (Action P5) and with theYukon Parks Strategy 2022030 (Government d
Yukon, 2020a) (Strategic Action 4.2: Develop a Parks System Plan), themmission
Planrecommends the establishmentof special managementareasane-the

5.2.6.2 Wetlands

Wetlands are a globally significant carbon reservoir, as long as they are not altered,
disturbed, or thawed. While wetlands do emit both methane and carbon dioxide
(greenhouse gases) as the vegetation within the wetland decomposes, loftgrm
perspectives (thousands of years) indicate that the amount of carbon they store
significantly outweighs the quantity of greenhouse gases they emit (Ducks Unlimited
Canada, 2018). The removal of wetlantabitat-ecosystems and the thawing of
permafrost in wetlands will accelerate the changes that come from a warminglimate.

This Plan includes thresholds and directions for preserving wetlandabitat-and
ecosystems throughout the planning region, as well as additional wetland protections

through the designation ofwettands-of spectatimportaneea Wetland Stewardship Area
|n LMU 17 Nan Dhohdal (Upper IndlaanverWetIands) (page248)tMHJ:9—'Fadzan

fpage%G%})and Wetlands of Special Importance Flat Creek Ladue Rlver and Scottie
Creek Wetlands (seeSection 3.2.4.3 Wetland of Special Importance ).

55. Policy Foertymite—Caribou

Recommendation Giverthatcaribetrhabitatistessresiient thar-otherhabitat The
Parties should consider climate driven shifts in habitat
requirements for the[Fertymite-Cartbeu-Heretaribou at Plan review
to ensure the Plan remains true to the caribou objectives. See als(
Section 5.2.1.1 1 Caribou (page 74).
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56./Petiey
Reeommentation-
57. Policy Energy Production
Recommendation The Parties should support the development of alternative green

energy sources within thePplanning Rregion, including advances
in hydroelectricity, biomass, geothermal, wind, and solar.

58. Research
Recommendation

Wildlife and Land Use

The Parties should continue to support and fund initiatives to
better understand the impacts of climate change in the Dawson
planning Rregion.; Thisinclud esitig the full consideration of
traditional knowledge, which is particularly important for
informing our understanding of climate change impacts in
northern ecosystems.

! Research initiatives may include but are not limited to:

9 Wildlife species-specific or multi-species vulnerability
assessment, and climate-induced shifts in species
distribution.

1 How climate driven shifts impact land use patterns and the
pursuit of traditional economic activities.

1 Identification of refugia areasfor plants, fish and wildlifefer

species-atrisk

59. Research
Recommendation

Permafrost

The Parties should continue to develop specific research
initiatives in the planningRregion that align with the Goals and
Objectives of the Plan:

I The identification of highrisk areas for permafrost thaw
tecations.

1 The impacts of permafrost thaw on locabiophysical
conditions, including water quality and availability, flow,
and wetlands.

1 Greenhouse gas emissions resulting fronmetting
permafrost thaw.

9 Appropriate and effective mitigation measures for
minimizing permafrost thaw from resource and road
development projects.

Explore techniques for encouraging reestablishment of
permafrost.

1 Geohazard mapping and permafrost studies alongrajor

i i i f

60. Recommended-

the-WortdHighwaydighway corridors
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61.Recommendee Adaptive-Management
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62. Recommended- Build-in resilience to transportation and other infrastructure that

Action may-be-impacted-by floods, permafrost thawincreases-in sign off on the Plan as a whole.
precipitation-and-temperature-and-other risks| Commented [A361]: Combined with management
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Research Expand collection, and improve accessibility of basic from climate change
Recommendation meteorological monitoring data throughout the planning region,

with a target of having one monitoring station per LMU.

5.3 CULTURE\H ERITAGERESOURCESAND COMMUNIT\*

TheDawsonRregionhas arich cultural legacyclosely tied to the history and stories of
g6 WWNI k YUT | t We 5| &6 k dalysad¥rgamdinidsipnRrledtrpll ¢ qRY Ut A LW
Klondike Gold Rush, and the unique contemporargocio-cultural setting of the area.

Maintaining and enhancing cultural and heritage values for all is central to sustainable
development.

FortheN | & Y &3F | # éheritaednd culture areawayof life reflected in the
beliefs, values, knowledge, and practices passed orfrom generation togeneration.
TheTHFArecognizes andprotects this way of life which is based on an economic and
I GRI RaqeacdlWl WaeqRYUt 6RGWANqs DWUWNI ¢k YUT | t Wes| A6k RULWE
important history of events like the Klondike Gold Rush also helps contribute to our
understandingand interpretation of historical events, while other cultural values,
teH6WEt WGHeHDI WA RURUNDAWNE!I GRUNAWe ! qAWe UT Waet RAAWE! WWIhe ¢ da! LW
quality of life.
GGYI q¢c¢Uqro2cteldJOnYl tooet YOI + toOgYiOG¢c RUgcec RUKOY el IOHz G gqel g lOEL Gl
Nations to keeptheir H 2

Commented [A363]: In other parts, second theme is
Culture and Heritage. Should be consistent.

(an)
—_—

W6 wd e U

Gdaqeal KOt ql YUNnaCO
Survey response, 2019

Il s ~ Rdhéntinaral exploration] are averyimportant part of our culture, our
community, our customs, economy and ability to havethe variety of businessesand
supplies availablein ourcommunity. Theculture of the mining community, some of
which are now 6th generationshouldalsobe RU#HG 2 T JT IORUKO! Ye | tOHY Ut RT I ¢ qRY Ut CO

Surveyresponse, 2019

Il dresidentof YukonTerritory,we are signatoriesto the Umbrella Final Agreement and
expect all government processes to uphold the full spirit and interdfthose
Agreementson our behalf. TheFinal Agreementsandthe provisionsinitensureN | Y 0T | t
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c 5 | H GighR1d continue to uphold their cultural practices - throughout their
ql ¢T RqRYUc¢cGOqUl | RaqY!l ! oCd
Individual Draft Plan Response, 2021
1 E 2 &hddlllandis sacredits important to not make abigimprint/footprint on the
dcUl gCco
Surveyresponse, 2021

Uscie ﬁrwﬁlkingcreatures.Trailsaresome of ouroldest artifacts, etched on our
landscapes as the reach ohumanity expanded to cover much othe planet. Somesay
that the history of our speciesonthisplanetRt 105 | Raqq U URUKY 2| lOql ¢ Rt g CO
KATTSDraft Plan Submission, 2021
gf ol INel Tt Bantoct toc ol Wt GY Ut RAGUIOGH ¢ #HIJI OG RUIJI 105 Ra 6 lOP X tO! 1J¢
behind me that | am proud of. In mgpare time, | do a lot of hiking, fishing, hunting, and
D+EGaVYlI RUNe UT OWUTY! RUNWOg6 o et YUK RaAT I U3t + g CO

Survey Response, 2021

Itis important that the managementpractices and recommendations for the

conservation of heritage and cultural values are notead in isolation. These values are

CTTIUHYUT W6l YeN6YeaqWad WWAGE Ukt W] WUdede dW~¢UecnNBaWUqWw?RI DRqRYU
to the land. Assuch, they aretied to activities that occur on the land and the habitat

that the land provides.

Thissection of the Plandescribes objectives and strategies designedto achievethe
goals related to culture, heritage, and stewardshigsee Section 1.3.2 Plan Goals).*

5.3.1 Heritage Resources and Sites

Conservationand management of cultural and heritage resourcesreceived careful
consideration in the development of this Plan.

FirstNations and non-First Nations heritageresourcesin the planning Rregioninclude,

but are not limited to:
1 Harvestable resources (e.g., wildlife, medicines, raw materials)

sin accordance with the Termsof Referenceagreedto by the Parties, this Plandoes not
apply to Klondike National Historic Sites.
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1 Traditionalknowledge(e.qg.,oral histories, place names, songs)
Traplines, camps and caches
Trailsandtravel routes
Burial and sacred sites
Archaeologicaland palaeontological resources
Historic sites
Theconnected, intact landscape and unencumbered waterways.

= =4 —a —a —a 9

Definingcultural and heritage resourcesis complicated, and the abovelist is by no
means exhaustive.

FheChapter 13 of tthH FAIists heritage routes and sites that are important to the Commented [A364]: Refer to Chapter 13 of the THF/
NI kK YUT | t lHedshe FH-AnRIliles management principles for heritage more broadly as it defines accepted management
resources in the planning regionRegionalPlanningCommissions must account for principles for heritage in the planning region.

these routes and sites when developing a regional land use plan (THFA 13.4.6.4,

Schedule A and Schedule C)Someroutes and sites are within ISAswhile others are

located within SMAs.

Additionally, in 2019 a Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Collaboration in
Heritage Management was signed at the Yukon Forum and establishes the formal
processfor collaboration on heritagemanagementbetweenrepresentativesfrom 11
Self-GoverningYukonFirst Nations, the Council of YukonFirst Nations, and the
Government of Yukon. This lays the foundations for all Parties to collaboratively
achieveaclear and constructive processfor heritagematters throughout the
territory, including archaeological and pabeontological discoveries, cultural artifacts,
andthe stewardship of heritageand historic sites.

The Commission-has-madePlan makesbest efforts to recognize and uphold both

NI k YOT | t Wes ] Ak RUOWEUT W] Y21 0G0 0qWYnWwWoet YOWT UnRURqRYUY AWGUI t G
related to heritage resourcesin-thisPtan Heritage and historic resources in the

planning Rregion are regulated primarily by the THFA, tHé| BY UT | t tOc 5| #6 BRUOc Wl R ¢ N0

Act and ¥ukerHistoric ResourcesAct (Yukon) Definitions of heritageresources,

historic sites and objects are notreproduced in this section and readers are

encouraged toreviewthe THFAand legislation for further detail in this regard.

Such differing viewpoints can conflict with each other, and proponents and users of
this Planwill needbe aware of the multiple worldviewsregardingheritageand
cultural resources. Respect and understanding for norwestern approaches to
heritageand culture preservationis somethingthe Planstrivesfor.

y N @rdl, cultural, experience-on-the-land basis of our heritage makesit flexible,
adaptive and evolving.ltis adynamic, living heritageand culture based on traditions
which are shaped by our history in a harsh environment.

Balancing tradition and adaptability has ensured our survival. In our way, changed
adaptation are aspects of our laws, practices, and values, that haveguided and
protecteda2 t IOn Y1 IOG RGO IWUURCE g CO
i1 N datld is central ouridentity; it is the source of life, we understand ourselvesas part of
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the land, related to the entire natural environmentand to everything in it. In ouway, we
see the interconnectedness of all aspects of life. Everything is imbued with spirit.

tandscape-Management-Ynit&Seneral

Ourlaw requiresusto respect and honour our heritage, practices, and protocols,
including respect for the land and acceptance of our stewardshipesponsibilities
towards it. Our heritageis our way of life as part of the land.

Inourwaywe do not divide heritageinto separate categories. Whatwe considerdirectly

related to our history and culture is not affected bywestern® i ¢ t + Rn RH¢ qRY Upg CO

NI BY @Ts | tH 6HeRadge Act, 2016

EYGUWYnWgdWwt UYsOWSWI RageNIWI Wt Yel #IIt We UT WRatqgel ¢Od! WRAGGY! q¢ U

c 5 | H @Grd@tker First Nations are shown on Map 6 T FirstNations Land Use,
Heritage, andCultural Resources. Theseareas wereidentified and mapped based on

RUnNYl G¢cqRYUWG!I Y2RT T WA! WNI «k YUT | t Wes| A6k ROUAW] Y2131 UG WUqWYnLWo et

traditional knowledge of Commission members and others.

However, not all heritage resources or their locations have been identified and
documented. Therefore, acattiots-precautionary approach to land use and resource
developmentis required. Asland use and developmentin the PlanningRregion
increases, potential impacts to heritage resources also increase.

Planning Strategy

Objectives:
1. Historic sites, burials sites, heritage routes, camps, and other cultural and
heritage resources are preservedii,ncluding the preservation of healthy,
connected landscapes.

Keyplanning issues and interests related to heritage resources and sites include:

1 Conservation of heritage and cultural resources and sitehre important te-for
maintaining First Nations traditional economies, culture, and stewardship
Some of theseresources and sitesare also important in maintaining asense of
place for Yukoners as a whole, as well as visitors to the region where cultural
heritage is such animportant contributor to the experience/ understanding of
place.

1 Thelocation of all heritageand cultural resourcesis not known. New
resourcesandsites arediscoveredregularlyand, in manycases, as aresult of
land development or extractior-mineral exploration or development
activities.

1 Landuse conflicts may arise between conservation of heritageand cultural
resources and land use activities in areas of high development activity (for
example,whenmining or exploration activity occurs in anISAor along
highway and river corridors.)

1 ForNI k Y 83§ | # GakeRsOfFBignificant heritageand culture may not have
known artifacts in the Westernor colonial sense. Thenomadic history of the
Héan people in theRregion means that many areasave intrinsic value and

108

Commented [A365]: Clarify what this means in the
context of heritage resources and sites oremove.

If it means to also preserve the landscape in proximity
to the resources, change to:

B¢ | WWGI Wt Wl 217 Ws Ragé RULWq
landscapes .

If it is implying that all healthy and connected
landscapes are heritage resources, we disagree, and
request removing.

Commented [A366]: Protection of cultural and
heritage sites is also important in maintaining a sense
of place for Yukoners as a whole, as well as visitors to
the region where cultural heritage is such an important
contributor to the experience/ understanding of place.
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must be respected. This is not something well understood by Western
approaches to heritage and culture, including in Iegislation and assessment

5611 DWYnqUWUWAhGI YYnNK

Wwynwt va

i Thelmpacts of climate changeto the heritage and cultural resources and sites
in the Rregionare yetunknown. Thereis significant risk that these resources
may be lost and connections to the land irreversibly altered.

Reeemﬂﬂreﬁded—Management Practlces

D6 RUNWRY W Whe RI UT WAKNMY! JW2e¢ el

b Av0|d or reducqihe level of Iand use actlvmesﬁn the V|cm|ty ofheritage andhlstorlc

resourceﬁ %mayﬁe&udeﬂfea&ﬂ%a%hﬁ&ﬁe%beeﬁ#efma#y%deﬁﬂﬂedﬁuﬁre

5| #6KkRUWYI WY a6 1

The assessment process should consider oral traditions and testimony as equal to othel
forms of evidence and criteria

Commented [A367]: Redundant, if required by the
Parties proponents would have to do this anyways.

c Avoid or reduce the level of land use activities inultural and heritage use areas during
important seasonal use periods\(e.g., use timing windows).

d Report the discovery of any heritage and/or historic resource within an affected First
caqRYUkt Wl ¢T RqRYUc T WUl | RqY! ! WY Was IR
Government of Yukon.

Commented [A368]: This is too vague to followthe
Historic Resources Actalready regulates activities in
proximity to heritage resources, and requires
mitigations if development activities are to occur.

In order to implement these mitigations, heritage
resources have to be identified asserting that
mitigations need to happen where heritage resources
¢l DWk OYqWnYl decdd! WRT WUOqR
This seems impractical as a management practice.

e  Where impacts to identified herltage and cultural sites and resources may occugnstire
follow appropriate mitigations,
Parties and YESAB.

s determined by the

Commented [A369]: Include that these aredefined
during the assessment/regulatory phase

f [lmplement monitoring of known cultural and heritage resources and sites with regard to
climate change impacts.]

Commented [A370]: Include that these are as
defined during the assessment/regulatory phase

Recommendations to the Parties

Commented [A371]: Mitigations will be tailored to
specific circumstances rather than rely on best
practices

Commented [A372]: Redundant already required by

64. Policy Avoid thepromotion of ancestral trails as recreational trails for Heritage Resources Actthis direction could be
Recommendation use by the public to preserve their heritage and cultural value. removed.
65. Research The Parties should continue to support and fund research to Commented [A373]: Change torecommendation to
Recommendation better understand heritage resourcesincluding ancestral greient the Parties rather than management direction for
trails land travel routes within thePplanning Rregion to ensure their RIORCIENSE
cultural and heritage values are appropriately managed and Commented [A374]: Recommendation 64 uses term
protected, while minimizsing potential land use conflicts. pe URIIE gl ¢dlgl ¢ RGY wLWRN Wa6
66. Research : : 7T an meaning only one term should be used.
Recommentation-

67. Research

The Partles should undertake an assessment of the potentlal

Commented [A375]: Recommendation 71 covers
this more comprehensively.

Recommendation impacts of climate change to heritage and cultural resources.
68. Recommended The Parties should jointly develop management guidelines for
Action identified heritage routes and sites within the Integrated

Stewardship Area (ISA). Routes and sites withBMAs should be
#HYUt RT D1 U7 Wet WGe !l qWY nWJé H#G WE ~

5.3.2 [Stewardship |
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Commented [A376]: Remove as this is not an
identified value or resource and is repetitive of section
1.9.2.
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Asoutlined in Section 1, stewardship is a guidingprinciple of this Plan. Theneed for and

importance of community or land stewardship has been a commorsentiment

expressed from industry partners, nonprofits, the Parties, and members of the public.

Respecting that there is a fundamental difference between ancestorial stewardship as

Gl ¢cAHqRAIIT WA! WNI k YUT | t Wecs] A6k RUWGnorée WHYGGa URq! W qls ¢l T+ 6 RGLWEt L
generally, the-hepeis-thatthis Planwit-encourages all people to act as stewards of the

Rregion to ensure the land, water, and wildlife are healthy for futurgenerations.

Stewardship has been promoted in this Plan in a variety of wayisicluding initiatives
and direction stemming from Plan general management directions, recommendations
to the Parties, the land designation system, and LMUspecial management directions.
Recommendations to the Parties

69. Recommended-
Aetion-

Commented [A377]: This is beyond the scope of the
Plan

5.3.3 Harvesting Rights-and-Activities-

First Nation and non-First Nation harvestingwere carefully considered in this Plan. This

Plan strives to respect and consider all types of resource harvesting and subsistence

activities in the planningRregion. The Plan recognizes that harvesting activities such as

hunting, fishing, gathering of plants for food and medicine, and trading in goods and

FIJI2RENE Wett YRR qUT Ws RaéWagd 13t DWEHgR2RqRIJY Alle !l WWRAGGYI q¢ UgqlWn Y
and other residents of he DawsonRregion.

First Nations and other residents of theRregion spend a considerable amount of time

YOWq6 Wi ¢ UT WGe !l qRARGE qRUNWRUWZ2 ¢l RYet W6el 210t qRUNWEHqR2RqRIJt HOLW
exercise their culture through traditional economic activities (see als®&ection 5.4.91

Traditional Economy, page 157) including, but not limited to, hunting, fishing,

trapping, and harvesting plants for medicine and food.

i [ WilstNationsindividuals and communities, traditional activities are a time for
re-connecting with the land and its environment, bonding with family, and
sharingteachings through oral knowledge andhistory. We pass onand sustain
our culture and tradition by beingonthe landwithour® 6 RG T | 13U g CO
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Nindnkék 6 @ A& g t&dpleribhcha - We Take Good Care of Our Land (2020b)

Therecognition and protection of this way of life is mandated and upheld by the
FNFATHFA including the right to access public lands for harvesting or traditional
pursuits, in particular Chapter 6 T Access, Chapter 111 LandUse Planningand Chapter
16 T Fishand Wildlife. ThisPlanwitt-does not impact First Nations harvestingand
subsistence rights estabtished-enshrined by land claim agreements andecognized by
constitutional law.

Resource harvesting by noffFirst Nations people is also an important aspect of

I 3t RT 3UO0qt k WRT WU q R qRrégion) Haitéstng activiie’s Hré ioppbojavitll gy 6 1J LI
for maintaining and building connections to the land, as well as for food securityand a

sense of community stewardship.

Climate change impacts may affecttheRrlJD RY Uk + Wi ¢ UT Alls ¢ q1 AlWs ROGT d Rn1IJAWe UT W
q6et WGI It WU0qt We Wt RDURNRA¢UqUWl Rt t WagVYWRNI « YOT | t Wes| HEK

rights, as well as to non-citizen harvesters. Climate changecan affect fish and wildlife
habits, changing growth and ripening patterns for medicinal plants.

Additionally, altered winter conditions make travel to harvesting areas potentially
inaccessible or dangerous. Food security maype compromised. The potentially
harmful effects of climate change on the mental and physical wellbeing of First
Nations citizens cannot be overstated.

Planning Strategy~’

Objectives:
1. eyafrea atrv Hre Pra i 8 a a ait
suﬁﬁeﬂ—be{-h{Maintain FirstNations and non-First Nations use of

3
D
<
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Rt 6 ALlWe
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n
RUWe U7 WYy q

harvesting in the planning regiodl. Commented [A378]:
2. First Nation constitutionally protected rights for harvesting and subsistence the objective is to maintain the use for these
purposes, protection of these areas may maintain the
use but other actions could also support this. Actions

Keyplanning issues and interests related to Harvesting Rights and Activities include: to achieve the objective should be included as
management directions.

activities are upheld.

1 Conflicts may arise between harvestingand subsistence activities, and other land

For the purposes of this section

uses, particularly in multi-use areas such as:

Commented [A379]:

. . . be an overall goal of the Plan rather than just an
o Alongthe Dempster Highwayand Topof the World HighwayCorridors (see objective for o%e section. Add to Plan goaj,s_

Upholding FN rights should also

Section 5.4.3T Transportation and Access, page129)
o Alongrivers (see Section 5.2.4 1 Rivers and Watercourses , page 93)
0 CertainLMUs,butin particular:

A LMU 3: Chu Kon D&k (Yukon River Corridor) (page174) [Formaned: French (Canada) ]

A LMU11: Goldfields (page218) [Formaned: French(Canada) }

A LMU12:N 1 k Y Wielt (KIBngike Valley) (page 224)

( Field Code Changed

A LMU 14: TG/ Dikdhat (Top of the World) (page232).

7Seealso Section 5.2.4TRivers and Watercourses (page94),Section 5.2.6 T Climate Change (page
102), Section 5.4.3 T Transportation and Access (page 130), andSection 5.4.9 Traditional Economy
(pagel64)for additional planning strategiesrelevantto HarvestingRightsand Activities.
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T [RItqWwW ¢qRYUL Kk ULYGGY! qa URqRIt WY WI+WI ARt WWg6 URI Wé¢l 213t qRUN L
depend on the continued availability ofy and accesstoy healthy fish and wildlife
populations and intact ecological landscapes, heritage, anctultural areas.

1 Accessto areasused for harvestingmay changeovertime dependingonthe
availability of resources, animal migration patterns, travel conditions, and climate
change.

1 Theimpacts-ofetimate-change-arenotyetknown,butalreatiChangesto wildlife
habits and movements, as well as plant growth and availability, have been
observedin response to climate change

Reecemmended-Management Practices
a  Avoid or reduce the level of land use activities in important harvesting, cultural and

traditional use areas{See-Map-6rFirst Nationstand-Use; Heritageand-Culitral

Resott eesﬂ Commented [A380]: Map 6 shows most of the region
b Adhere to appropriate buffers zonegwhich may be permanent or temporaryas as having some identified features but does not
determined by Regienatbietegistsprassessersluring assessment or regulatory classify them by importance. Remove this reference or
processes fwhi around culturally and traditional create a map that includes a hierarchy of importance.
important harvesting areas §ee LMU 10: Tintina Trench(page 212) and-MU 14: T/ Commented [A381]: Regional biologists are likely
DRkdhat (Top of the World) (page 233 not an appropriate resource for determining buffers
. land ] : - - - h - T around culturally and traditionally important sites.
c Ensure landuse activities do not compromise First Nations harvesting and subsistence Plan should identify buffers.

rights as established by land claim agreements and constitutional law

Commented [A382]: Clarify if this management
practice only applies to these LMUs. If so, make this a
special management direction for these LMUs. If not,

Recommendations to the Parties remove to avoid confusion.

70. Policy Working with the DDRRC, the Parties should commit to the Commented [A383]: This is an objective not
Recommendation contlnut_ad coIIgc_U_on of communlty—bflsed”lnput related to. o] management practice. Move to objectives section
harvesting activitiesbl I3 FON IO WS 2 Uaq 131 + AWRNIT & Y (
CnnUEqlIl W[ RI mdﬂherdocqaﬂ&h(ﬂdseirﬂ)jﬂﬁslapp@m | Commented [A384]: Specifies who not what should
community land stewardship and inform the monitoring program be collected.

for this Plan (seeSection 7 T Plan Implementation , page 274). As
part of this, new metrics andadditional data collection may need
to be required.

534 \Hén Languagd Commented [A385]: Does not follow the structure of
Incorporating Han language in the Plan is an expression of the traditional knowledge Do documope 26 Changes for Effectiv
q6c qlWRt W6IGT WH! WNI gk YUI | t We s | H#G6 k RUthedinkl WY q 6

between culture, history, and the land. RecognizingHan place names and phrases

throughout the Plan is an important step in reconciliation and language revitalization.

i 1J KOl 1) Fh¥ribidR By Haming our places and by hangingour stories on

them. We practice ceremonywhenwe acknowledge what we value, whenwe
conduct ourselves well, when we sustain each other and when we celebrate our

RTWDUqRq! toct 0?1 UWDAG2 g CO

i Joe !l D?2 1 UDAGeetoNl BYUT | ttocs | #6BRUK] Y211 UG WUqe lOYSZTd
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€ ‘ Commented [A386]: ? YUk aq WUIIIT Wq VY Wt
M othewMUnameswere-determined—for-thePlan included in bullet list below.

t atyo oW viroia VA G O a

PTOVIG at a

ThePlan hasmadebestefforts-to-incorporated-the First Nation languagesinto-this
Ptarrby:
T 1 YItRUNDWs Rq6WNI k YUT | t Wes] A6k RUWNY211 UGWU0UqW DG 3t WUge qR2 13t
provide a Han name for as many LMUs as possible at this time;
1 Working with affected First Nations to identify and provide names d@fmportant
places;
T UsingNl k YEF | B dlack thmeson mapping, whenavailable, for
important places, rivers, mountains and other landscape features.

Appendix 2: LMUNames provides a summary of the meaning behindLMUnames in the
Plan.

Objectives:

1. Promote, utilizse, and preservethe languageand traditions of the N | k YUT | t W
cs5| AHGSomdé:N|l k YEF | # dénBtitiition) and other affected First Nations.

Recommendations to the Parties
71. Policy Recognizing that the process of language revitalization &
Recommendation ongoing, Han phrasing, and place names should continue to be
incorporated into the Plan and subsequent planning documents
as deemed appropriate. Parties should explore tools and
platforms (e.qg.,~e= digital, audio files etc.) to promote language as
related to the Plan.

5.3.5 Community Growth

The DawsonPplanning Rregion contains significant opportunities forresidential,
commercial, andindustrial development. TheCity of Dawson, WestDawsonand
E2UU0!' T ¢alWe!l WYz qt RT YWY Wa 6 1JWAREGD will diiéctt Y GIJA WAz qlis 6 ¢ qié ¢ GGLIUT L
all residents and as such, the Plan has made consideration ofthig Y G &t 2 URq! kKt Wna qal JLW
and its anticipated needs.
WOYaideaURq! O] | Y5 q6tOqYHOGIJale Ut oOGI YaYqRUNDKe UT O 132 130G YGRUDNIOE
community that can live sustainably with other species, both plant and animal,
in the north. A healthy community promotes families. Families mean the school
isthriving. 1Ot #6 YVY G ORI OYNnqlJUKq61JI0t Ya G OYntogé JOHYaGa URaq! oan C
Survey Response, 2019

u N évay? ¢ s+ Wdsiddntials areaopenup into severalhikingpath entrances
is abeautiful combination of modern life and wantingto maintain close
l JGcqRYUt 6RGH IOs Ra6 106 1JK0JE T qb g CO

Youth Survey response, 2020

The City of Dawson is the main population centre in the area and provides support for
several satellite communities inctuding—severat-satetite-communitiesin the Klondike
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Valley, West Dawson and Sunnydale. Additionally, aq 6 IJ WUN | cksYIURd ke ROW9 WU ql ¢ & Wx ¢ UT W
~¢UenuaU0aqWw | ewset WARKOWYY q¢ AGRY 63T WAH! Wqé JWNI ¢ YUOT | t Wes | A6KR
neagel JWARYGG VI #RecaWe U7 Wl 3t RT WUqRéedWae U7 wWet ywe 0T wO0Ws wny2ull 0awo
cs5| A6 K RUAWZMNZI b IOWE 2 1J1 ¢ 0 WY n Begiol. LaGdfdrrewW i+ We |l WWs R RUWqé I WGa ¢ UU
developmentactivities of all kinds is not readily available, and spot land development

and residential use of mineral claims is a persistenphenomenon.

Continued availability of potable water forhtman-consumption-is a priority-ferthe
Commission, particularly the catchment areas of the Klondike River, Swede Creek and
Fortymile River(Subsection 5.3.5.1 T Community Water addressesthis).

Additionally, the potential impacts of climate change present significant risk to the
AYGGaURq! Kkt Wnaqgel DWGI Yt GUI Raq! 4o tiHavidndR G G¢ Hat WRUHAG2T WG G ¢ nl

\ground displacemenﬂs, increased riskfromeof flooding andinereasedwildfire activity. Commented [A387]: Could include ground }
The Parties will need to jointly consider how to support community growth while subsidencefsettling, landslides etc, not just slumping
limiting land use conflict to ensurethe RrlJ N R Ypdpuldtion is able to growand thrive

in a sustainable way. These considerations should include futurbubrregieﬁaﬂ Commented [A388]: Deleted as subregional }
planning for the Klondike Valley, the area anticipated to experience the most planning implies a ch.11 process

community growth. Notably, this area contains the vast majority of existingesidential

developmentin the regionand-potentiatareas-oefgrowthas well askeyareasfor
recreational use (see Section 5.3.6 T Recreation, page121).

5351 Community-Water

The importance of community access to potable water was identified as a key concern
by Plan Partners, especially the City of Dawson. The€emmisstonwants-Planintends to
ensure the continued availability of potable water in the DawsoRregion, both within
the municipal area and in surrounding development nodes and community usareas.
Thisincludes theimportant NI & Y &5 | # GariRRdesitesof N | K Y #dédseahide,
and Forty mMile as well as traditional hunting and fishing camps. Potable water is also
essential for agricultural development.

Commented [A389]: 2 YUKk qU T W 1JG¢
for this as it is still related and subsequent planning
strategy speaks to community growth more broadly.

Important known community water sources include:
1 WolfCreekT LMUG6: N | & VY {Klohdike) (page190);
1 TheKlondike Riverr LMU12: N1 k Y Wielt (KiBnaike Valley) (page 224)
1 TheFortymile River andSwedeCreek T LMU 14: Ty Dikdhét (Top of the
World) (page 232).

Planning Strategy

Objectives:
1. Community growth is-abteto-occurs in a sustainable way, while respecting
ecological, social, and cultural values.
2. Availability of potable water is maintained.

Keyplanning issues and interests related to Community Growth include:
1 Thedemandforland suitable for residential, commercial, andindustrial
developmentand servicesis growingin the areas surrounding the City of
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Dawson, particularly the Klondike Valley.

1 Additional planningis necessaryto managegrowth and guide development
outside of municipal boundaries. Future growth areas for rural residential,
commercial, and industrial land uses that cannot be accommodated within
municipal and local area plan boundaries should be identified in thé’planning
Rregion.

1 Climate changepresents asignificant risk to the RrlJ N R Yutiike fprosperity and
community growth should be planned with consideration of this.

1 Thewater source for the municipality of Dawsonis located within the
Klondike River water catchment area angafety of this catchment is a concern.
Wolf Creek, Fortymile River, and Swede Creek are importantater sources for
the supply of drinking water forresidenti. Other drinking water sources used by
the community are not wellknown by all land users

Reeemﬂﬂreﬁded—Management Practices

tandscape-Management-Ynit&Seneral

Commented [A390]: Unclear what the safety issue is
here: Safety of water quality from contaminants?
Security of water i.e. water levels? Safety of people in
the water bodies? Protection of the water catchment
environment from other land uses? Unless this can be
clarified of what the safety issue is, remove the issue.

1 Active-transportationResource and infrastructure access and demand
1 Needs for other land uses which may have limitedvailable suitable growth area$

c Reclamation of mineral development sites in the Klondike Valley should consider the
intended future usepariicutarly residentiat-development

d  |Land users working in proximity to streams that are known sources of potable water
should be-made-awarefollow Aappropriate mitigations must-be-imptementedto ensure
contamination does not occur,

e Integrate climate change assessment into planning processes for development nodes
by:

1 __identifying areas subject to risk ofncreased hazards due to a changing climate

(e.q..flooding, geohazards, permafrost thaw, and wildfirg
9__limiting new development in these areasand
9 following best practices to mitigate risk ofhazardousimpacts to areas ofexisting |«
or future development orsuitable high agricultural value.

Recommendations to the Parties
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If it is that there is increased use of the
aforementioned sources, then suggest: The reliance
on these water sources is enhanced as other drinking
water sources are not well known by all land users.

Commented [A392]: Better suited to
recommendation to the Parties, covered by 72

Commented [A393]: Parties and the municipality
have control over zoning/land release. Therefore, this
is better suited to recommendation to the Parties,
covered by 72

Commented [A394]: This list is not exhaustive,
which could be mis-interpreted. Replaced bullets with
broad categories.

Commented [A395]: If this only applies in LMU 12 it
should be a special management direction for this
LMU.

Commented [A396]: Direction already states that
these are known, therefore do not need to make users
aware.

Modified to be more applicable to proponents.

Formatted: Bulleted + Level:1 + Aligned at: 0.71cm +
Indent at: 1.35¢cm

Commented [A397]: The policy did not include how
to plan for and mitigate climate change hazards.
Added direction to identify areas of hazards, limit
development in areas of increased hazard, and follow
best practices to mitigate areas that pose a risk to
development or areas of high agricultural value.
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72. Policy INew spot land applications for permanent dispositionsshettet
Recommendation only be-eensideredwithin or in proximity to existing development
nodes;stbjectte-EMU-Managementintentana-Speeial
ManagementDirections, Commented [A398]: A 1JG T & HIJ Wbe wille A
73. Research The Parties should identify all water sources used by the everything is subject to management intent and SMDs
Recommendation community and affected First Nations including for traditional so this can be removed, change to management

direction.

pursuits, to enable land users to plan accordingly. This includes
secqlll W Yel H#IJY Wet IT We qWRAEGY! qel
RUBGal RUNDWNI Kk YHGE] t AW~YYt DERT 1J]
traditional hunting and fishing camps.
74. Research The Parties should assess flood vulnerabilityland stability and
Recommendation wildfire risk and develop appropriate adaptation
recommendations to protect development nodes and community
assets, similar to the research undertaken for the City of Dawson
(Flooding in Dawson City: exposure analysis and risk reduction
recommendations, Fureetteand-Saa) 2022)]

Formatted: Font: Aptos, Font color: Custom
Color(RGB(43,87,154)Rattern: Clear (Gray-10%)

ly {Commented [A399]: Recommendation 63 speaks to }

vVa

75. Recommendett

disaster risk reduction, combine.

UT Rt JWe ¢ Commented [A400]: Covered by special
management directions for LMU 12.

5.3.6 Recreation

The Dawson planningRregion contains significant opportunities for recreational
activities. Recreationalactivities, including hiking, skiing, camping, off-road vehicle
(ORV)use and biking, haveimportant mental, physical, social-ereativeintettectuat,
and spiritual benefits to residents of the planningRregion. Areas with high recreational
value forcommunity use should be acknowledge and maintained. The recreational
values that exist within theRregion also benefit tourism (see Section 5.4.5T Tourism,
page 148).

Theextensivetrail network thatexistsis animportant value within the Rregion.
Residents and visitors want access to trails and to maintain the wilderness character
of trails andrecreational areas. Water is also an important recreationavalue, with
rivertours, paddlingandjet boats all beingpopular activities.

NI k YUT | t Wes | Ak RUWARQRADUY Wel JWeGt YW6W¢e2RO! WRU2Y0 2107 Ws RabWYe
Rregion, including boating, fishing, and hunting. They have a unique perspective
regarding areas of high recreational value, with particular focus on the cultural and
heritage values within their community (DRPC, 2020c). Trails and travel routes are
important for connection with the land and water, which hold immense valuein
relation to traditional activities such asfishing. Thereis concern that some
recreational users do not fully appreciate the importance of caring for the land anthe
damagethey may cause.
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Planning Strategy®

Objectives:
1. Adiverse range ofsustainable recreational opportunities existin the Rregion.
2. Recreation activities are carried out in a manner consistent with therinciples
of stewardship and sustainability.
3. New trails and/or the revival of historic trails are developed in a manner
consistent with stewardship andsustainability.

Key planning issues and interests related to recreation include:
1 Useof recreational areas andtrails is growingincreasing ettsitde-of-municipat
pboundaries-and can conflict with other land uses.
1 Residentsand-visiterd)sers may not be aware of potential damagethey may
cause when out on the land for recreational pursuits.
Recommended-Management Practices

a H—areas—o ttaoregn—ag trttHa

¢ Recreational activities should-followh & 1J-¢ 2 3 0¥ thart ¢ HIJ & WG| RUSR
{(https:tiyuken-catenftravel-safely-yukon-wilderness)

Recommendations to the Parties

Commented [A401]: Unrelated to recreation and
duplicates management direction 5.4.4 a

Commented [A402]: As written this direction
partially applies to Parties rather than proponents,
should be broken out into management practice and
recommendation to the Parties.Separated the policy
into sections that relate to Parties.

[Commented [A403]: Capturedin5.4.5a }

76. Recommended Develop a trails master plan for the Dawsotirregion, in

Action collaboration with planning partners (e.g., KATTS) that identifies
existing trails, historic trails, and potential future trail
development opportunities.

In areas overlapping with trails, povide this information to
applicants with recommended mitigation measures (e.g., buffers)
to avoid land use conflicts]|

Consider projected climate change impacts on safety and

accessibility of trail systems.

5247 Rivers-ana-Watercourses(page-93)-for the-management
: . e . .

77. Reeemmended

8 Seealso Section 5.4.37 Transportation and Access (page130),Section 5.2.4 T Riversand
Watercourses (page94),and Section 5.4.57 Tourism (pagel51)for additional planning strategies
relevant to Recreation.
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Commented [A405]: YG proposes changing LMU 3
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5.4 [SUSTAINABLEECONOMY

TheDawsonplanning Rregioncontains significant economic interests. ThePlan
considers a range of renewable and nommenewable land uses and sectors, including
mineral exploration and development, access and infrastructure, community growth
and recreation, agriculture, forestry, and tourism.The Plan prioritized h\strong

Rregional economy that will sustain future generationswvas-a-priority forthe

Perspectives on Sustainable Economy

The world is going green, anthis means sourcing rare earth metals to build
batteries, computers and other things the greemconomy depends on. We
believe that placer mined gold from the Yukon is the best and most responsible
source of gold in the world.

(Klondike Placer ~ RU IJ1 + B0 iDraff FtdR Suipmidsidn, 2021)
Economiesshould notbe separatefrom health, we must reimaginehow
economiesfunction sotheyreinforce our stewardshiprelationship with the land,
rather than fight against it.
(Individual Draft Plan Submission, 2021)
When exploration and mining is done responsibly and in stewardship and
partnership, the economic benefits for the community are substantial
Yukon Chamber of Mines Draft Plan Submission, 2021
Economic growththat supports healthy societies and ecosystems shouldbe
supported.
Individual Draft Plan Submission, 2021
Sustainabledevelopment, as defined in the THFA|s a keyguidingprinciple in this Plan.
To ensure that development occurs with the intention of providing future generations

with the wealth and abundance that the land currently provides, the Plan will need to
balance economic interests with ecological, cultural, or socialvalues.

Thissection of the Plandescribes objectives and planning strategies designedto
achieve the goals related to a sustainable economysee Section 1.3.2 Plan Goals).:
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Commented [A408]: This is written as a goal
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5.4.1 [Mineral Exploration and Development] Commented [A409]: N6 1JWa 131 & Wl 132 13

L . . . . . . N R in this section has the same meaning as is commonly
Miningand r'nmerlal prospectlng/explgratlon isamajor gqntrlbutor tooet YUKt W used in the quartz exploration and mining industry (i.e.
economy, with mineral production estimated at $460 million per year. The Dawson taking a project from exploration to production).
Pplanning Rregion hasiremendots-high mineral potential and contains extensive However, the term is used elsewhere in the Plan

tunities for mineral exploration and development for both hard rock and consistent with the glossary definition. To avoid

oppor UI‘.II .|es p 3 p T confusion, a clarification note should be added to this
placer mining. The Dawson Goldfields have been a significant producer of goldtime section and the glossary to clarify this second
Yukonfor overacentury. Themining industry, and in particular placer mining, is meaning and when it applies.

strongly tied to the socioeconomic culture of the community of Dawson, and the
history of the Klondike Gold Rushcontinues to bringvisitors to the areafrom all over
the world. Aswas indicated through public comments:

GREIONEIYGYN! OYNIOq6 JuYUT Rt IJKO6¢t Ot 2t q¢ RUWDT tog6 0o et YUOq6 | Y
generationsand everyeffort needsto be made to ensureacontinuation of a
robust mineral and exploration economy which is the heart of the Yukdfie G g2 | IJCO
Surveyresponse, 2019
I dplacer miner, | value beingable to work on the land. My son and his wife
work with me, and a third generationis®# Y & RU N g CO
Survey response, 2021

e v a op pta 6 gio@onsidering
and incorporating the needs of existing and future mineral exploration and mining,
ecological values, and the sociecultural values attached to both, was a significant
challenge in the planning process. Mineral exploration and developmenteve
identified through public engagement as a planning issue and an interest for the
Dawson region and the Plan strives to allow this atity to occur in a sustainable

manner. Sustainable development can be achieved using a variety of methods and
qYYdt WRUHAG2T RUNDWnYOGYs RUDWaE WWAGe Ukt Wl 3aYaal0T OT wacUenyauUaql

mean setting aside areas specifically for conservation Duroosei‘s Commented [A410]: Changes proposed to
2 - - emphasize that Plan does want mineral activity to
1 9 | RMijkeFléaieamajor concern forthe Governmentof Yukonasthey occur in some areas if completed in a sustainable
provide much neededresources aswe shiftto a renewable energyeconomy, manner and that separation of conservation and
supported in the Governmentofo 2 t YuJse€lean[ 2 q2 | 1JBCO RVEERMEIL ATEES [ el iile @illy WEY i CEEve il

Government of Yukon Draft Plan Submission, 2021
1 N @dalof stewardshipis to maintain the integrity of ourselvesand of the land.
We expectjustice from the land wthat when we do not act with integrityonthe
land and with each other, there are consequences,and we mustrehabilitate the
relationship with the land and with each otherin order to undo the harm.
NIl BYUT | t tocs | A6 BRUIO? I ¢hqtoAti¢ UIOEea AG Rt + RYUelOYZ YT
Mining is an important industry in the DawsorPplanning Rregion. The plan presents a
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balanced approach for continued exploration and mining-while conserving priority

ecological and socio-cultural values, -witt-be-accomplished-through its impltementation
oftheland designation system andrecommentdee-managementdirectionspractices;
which-are-inclutdednthe-appticable-seetions-ofthisPtanln addition to the
recommendations-outhneenthe-planning strategy, support for the mining industry
hasbeenprovidedin the following ways:
1 Reduction in land use conflicts between different landbased rights holders,
through fheqeneral and SDeCIa| management dlrectlonﬁuﬂmedﬁ%

tandscape-Management-Ynit&Seneral

1 Addedclarity and certainty on what lands are-aceessibteallow for mineral
exploration and development within the DawsorPplanning Rregion, and what
conditions are necessary to achieve sustainable development within those
areas.

Planning Strategy

Objectives:
1. Mineral exploration and development contribute to local employment,
economic stimulus, and long-term socio-economic benefits.
2. Placer and quartz mine exploration and development are carried outin a
sustainable wayand contribute to agrowingdiversifiedeconomy.

Key planning issues and interests related to Mmineral £exploration and
Bdevelopment include:
1 Amineral-prospectivetand-base_and must remain available for placer and hard
rock exploration and mining to continue as key economic development activities.
1 Early-stage mineral exploration can take place with limited surface or aiaccess;
however, mineral developmen
roats-and-retated-infrastructurebeyond grassroots exploration, generally has
greater impacts on the land (e.qg. linear and surface disturbance, infrastructure
development, etc.).
1 Uneertaintyonbestuse-oftana-habivergent interests haveresulted in land use
conflicts betweentsersand delays in the development assessment process.
1 Climate change has the potential torereaserisksretatee-tampact mining access
and infrastructure.

Reeemmended{Management Practices

Commented [A411]: Wording changes to cover more
of the impacts of development.

Commented [A412]: Add practices related to
reclaimation

a eenﬁwed-bEnsure operations on the ground contribute towardhe objectives of the

regionpy dhergeﬁee to |ndustry best management practlcesand gwdance
documents

Commented [A413]: Without context, this could be
misinterpreted to apply to internal organizational
management practices- e.g., running a business

Commented [A414]: Redundant, all development
must follow other sections of the Plan. Does not add
additional considerations.

Commented [A415]: Redundant, if its required, it
already must be completed. Does not add additional
considerations.

Additionally, this is an objective, not a management
practice and could be moved to objectives or
removed.
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[d Efforts to educate and support the mining industry inarc-reclamation and compliance
should be encouraged. As the collective knowledge of mining reclamation improves ove|
time, new techniques and strategies should be incorporated into existing regulatory
processes and Plan reviews. This strategy supports the pgiple of adaptive

management|

Recommendations to the Parties

The Plannetuges-atteowanee-of allows for continued mineral staking, exploration, and
developmentwithin areas designated adSA1 to -4 and mineral exploration and
development on existing mineral tenure within SMAssubject to existingregulatory
processes, the -andtherecommendations-general and special management directions

of this Plan,and inetuding-thecumulative effects gidetinesthresholds,

Planning partners in the mining industry have advised that a more consistent,
streamlined, and effective assessmentand permitting process is necessaryto ensure
continued success of the industry. To this end, th&/ukon Mineral Development
Strategy and Recommendations (2021has put forth a series ofrecommendations
which will netbe-dupticatecHn-thissection-butsheute-be supportedin this section i

79. Potiey

80. Petiey Fhe-Plan-supports-atdvanced-exploration-projects-eurrently
precess-andrecommendations-of this-Plan.
81. Policy The Parties should consider implementation of the
Recommendation recommendations of the Yukon Mineral Development Strategy
related to Strategic Priority #3 to establish effective, efficient, and
transparent environmental and regulatory processes.
82. Policy With the aim of fostering relationships built on trust,
Recommendation 20T It qe 0T RUNDAWE UT W 3t GUHALWN|

organizsations should seek to provide joint educational
YGGYI qa URqRIJt Wn Yl WNI k YUT | t Wc s |
mineral industry. Examples include:
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Commented [A418]: Nothing in the Plan would
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Commented [A420]:
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9 Participation in TH 101 teeducate non-citizens on
NIl k YUOT I tWcs ] A6k RUWA2Gqal 1J
9 Tours of placer operations for citizens
83. Policy The Parties should encouragéhe-continted-work-efindustry
Recommendation organizsations who are implementing industryled programs such
as the KPMA 101 to continue this workas a means of promoting
excellence and innovation in mining reclamation, strengthening
partnerships, and building confidence in the placer mining
industry.

5.4.2 lResource Development and Impacts to MMIWGZS*} Commented [A421]: This subsection does not follow

The YukonAdvisory Committee on Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, gﬁeitt:sgtgfcﬂfnffﬁt“&zIingfﬁfﬁ%ﬁw CAETEESIEr
and Two-Spirited People (MMIWG2S+jlevelopeda YukonStrategyon MMIWG2S+

Commented [A422]: Reference/ incorporate the

(Governmentof Yukon,2020b)in responseto ReclaimingPowerand Place:TheFinal MMIWG2S+ Implementation Plan, found here:

Reportonthe National Inquiryinto Missingand Murdered IndigenouswWomenand https://yukon.ca/en/implementation  -plan-
o N changing-story -upholding -dignity -and-justice -

Girls.o 2t YUkt W f i ] CEREhlthdps Thastdegiprovidestorfour yukons -missing -and-murdered

pathswaysto end violence and 31 action itemsthatinctutde-the-cooperationof The

Strategy requiresall governments, partners, and contributors to join efforts to end Additional guidance has been released since the

recommended plan was completed. Add in most

violence against Indigenous women and children. recent information below.

ThesStrategy identifies the following goals related to resource extraction and major
infrastructure projects and the Yukon impact assessment process:
Eliminate violence related to development projects in both workplaces and
communities. Increase the workforce capacity, mitigate negative impacts, and
improve the positive benefits for Indigenous women and Yukon communities
(3.4).

Implement culturally relevant, gender-balanced analysisin the YESAA [Formaned: Font: Not Italic

processes (4.4)
TheYukon Advisory Committee on MMIWG2SHnplementation Plan (2023)is the
management tool that guidesthed 2 t YUk t W~ E@mi g dB@Wkt W RNUc qVYI RIJt AL
contributors, ¢ UT WGe |l qUII + WaqYscel T+ Wiet RUNWgSWWEq! ¢ qlN! Kkt W2Rt RYOWI ¢ a

Recommendations to the Parties

This Plan supports the calls to action within the Yukon strategy for the resource
extraction industry, as well as recent efforts by YESAB to consider gendeased
violence within the assessmentprocess forapplicable resource extraction projects

(e.g., YESAB 201—10211) ?e—fufﬂaefs&ppeﬁhese—m%peﬁaﬁi—mna%wes—me—eemnﬂssieﬂ

84. Policy |Proponents should partner with the signatories of the Yukon
Recommendation Strategy on MMIWG2S+ to implement the important actions that
have been identified in the strategy. (Government of Yukon,

cul YUT Rt DWAGeHIII W~-ROWIt kW +H YRAREqRYU
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2020b)!

85. Research
Recommendation

The Parties should take steps to increase understanding on the
relationship between resource and development projects and
violence against Indigenous women and girls in the Dawson
Pplanning R[egion.[YESAB is currently undertaking an evaluation
of the effects of industrial activities on the personal safety of
Indigenous and nonrindigenous women and girls and LGBTQ2S+
persons in Yukon. The Parties should consider the work that is
currently being done byYESAB on this subject to satisfy this

86. Recommended
Action

recommendation.|

i f Projects that
include atta camp(s) for accommodation i [
in the DawsonPplanning Rregionte-should implement best
practices to increase safety, including but not limited toanti-
violence policies, appropriate housing, access to mental wellness
support, mentorship programs, and access to adequate cell
phone and Internet availability on Sit@fﬁﬁTf&gGﬁdﬁFbﬂSﬁd

5.4.3 [Transportation and Access |

Accessin the Rregionrefersto travel by land, water, and air. Economic development in
the DawsonPplanning Rregionis linked to access to-resotrees; whetherfor to mineral
exploration and development, trapping and harvesting, forestry, tourism, recreation,
oil and gas extraction or other activities.

i fokdlerto accomplish anythingfrom tourism, biggameoutfitting, dayto day
enjoymentofthe country to mining (beit placer, quartz or grassroot exploration)

accessisall e t aqpg CO
Surveyresponse, 2019

Commented [A423]: Directed to proponents not
Parties. If there are particular action items that
proponents should complete, theseshould be
highlighted.

Commented [A424]: YESAB has completed this work
(https:/lyesab.calresources ), clarify if this
recommendation has been satisfied. If so, remove, if
not, clarify what further work is needed.

Commented [A425]: Term was undefined,
broadened for simplicity

direction for proponents.

Commented [A426]: Change to management }

suggested restructuring in Proposed Changes for
Effective Document Writing document.

Commented [A427]: Simplify subsections. See

w TTRqRYUcGIO YeTt toe Uhckpes farthiefion #dland fOrtOf 1O¢ & HO¢ A @ 1J 10q ¥

harvesting, however more roads and trails also undermines the things | am going

outto harvest,whetherthat is for berriesoramoose. So,itis a balancingact that

must be carefully managed.Atthe moment, the greater issue isthat there isno
system to trackwhere all the roads are, andhere is noregulatorysystemto
reduce public road use,sowe haveawild west of accessroadsin much ofthe

southernDawsonl IJNDRY Uwn CO
Survey Response, 2021

i N @ddential development of roadsis akeythreat to wildlife and fish
populations. Roads provide accesso otherwise isolatedpopulations which

may not currently be exploiteds 1IJ¢ 2 Rt ! g CO
Surveyresponse, 2019

Industrial land use, includingconstruction and/or use of aerial, aquatic, or land routes,

can have-animpact-en-fish-ane-witdtife-peputations many values. The importance of,
and impacts from, accessdevelopmentand use inthe Dawson Pplanning Rregion
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means all aspects of accessmust be carefully managed. As such, the management
approaches advocated in this Plan are intended to provide opportunities to create
overall access management strategies for théikregionas well as more specific
management directions in areas experiencing increased pressurehe intentisriette

inhibitindustrial-devetopmentby-restricting-aceess,ratheriiis to ensure access

development can occur in theRregion in a responsible and sustainable, manner.

Thissection first outlines the objectives for accessin the Pplanning Rregiongenerally,
then summarizses issues and recommendations for five distinct aspects of access:
1 Section 5.4.3.1 1 Existing Highway Access (page130)
1 Section 5.4.3.2 T New All-Season Surface Access and Winter Roads (page 136)
9 Section 5.4.3.3 1 Off-Road Vehicle Access (pagel41)
1 Section 5.4.3.4 1 Air Access (pagel142)
I Section 5.4.3.5T1 Water Access (page143)

Pleaseseethe Glossary for definitions pertainingto accessincluding all -season
access and winter roads .

OveraII Objectives:
1. Aceessinfrastructure-torenewable-andnorrenewableresoureesis
}estabhehed—malﬁfarﬁed—aﬁd—reme&na{ed—m—a—mWHdﬁ%Mlmmlzes conflicts
between land users ané
2. Reducecumulative effects of access infrastructure.{Atse-Ptan-Goal)
2-3. Peoplecan accessthe land, water, and resourcesin awaythat

acknowledges andsupports the valuesin each LMUand-minifizes-confliets
and-eumuiative-effeets.

5.4.3.1 Existing Highway Access

5.4.3.1.1 Dempster Highway Corridor

The Dempster Highway is an important corridor for many activities, including
transportation, recreation and tourism, subsistence harvesting, and communications.
The highway is a unique and weknown touring route with an internationalreputation
asahs RUT 18IRMIGtaAditik9 ¢ U ¢ Toblghighwayto the Arctic.

There are land uses and interests that overlap along the Dempster Highway. It is
promoted as a scenic tourist route and as an industrial/transportation corridor for
both the Yukonand Northwest Territories.Infrastructure alongthe highway includes
the construction of an800-km fiber optic line from the City of Dawson, Yukonto the
Northwest Territoryborder within the highwayright-of-way (ROW).

Asamulti-use corridor, the highwaymust be maintained to support land use
activitiesy, now and into the future, without undermining the heritage, social, and
ecological valuesaround it.

Planning Strategy

Key planning issues and interests related to the Dempster Highway include:
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1

TH has identified this area as a Cultural Integrity Aredue to the high density of

1

= =4

heritage resources

Visitation rates at Tombstone Park are steadily increasing, as is the use of the
Dempster Highway to access it. Increased tourism in the area may impact the
ecological and cultural setting of the Dempster Highway.

Increased traffic along the Dempster Highway can impact the stability of theoad
and result in increased maintenance needs.

Oil and gas exploration and development activity in the Eagle Plain basin.
Gravel extraction to support Dempster Highway maintenance and future
development can cause disturbances to wildlife, fish habitat and heritage
resources.

Wildlife viewing and highway maintenance activities may be affecting use &ey
wildlife habitats (e.g., mineral licks, nesting sites).

Wildlife managers, First Nation governments, anthoards are concerned that the
high level of hunting along the Dempster Highway is affecting the Porcupine
Caribou Herd, and possibly the Hart River Herd.

Sections of the Dempster Highway underlain by permafrost are vulnerable to
climate change, as permafrost thaw can damage highway infrastructurén
addition, river crossings and sections that run parallel to the highway may be at
risk from flooding and erosion.Further consideration of how this affects planning
and management for theRregion may be required.

A portion of the Dempster Highway is designated under the Dempstétighway
Development Area Regulations (CO 1979/064) from Km 68 to the NWT border for 8
kilometers on each side of the centreline.

Recommended-Management Practices

Additionatmanagement practices related to the Dempster Highway Corridor araot
recommended at this time.

Recommendations to the Parties

87. Recommended IA sub-regional plan for the Dempster Highway Corridor should be
Action Jomtly defined and-developed by the Government of Yukon,

NI k YOT | t Uﬁfeetbd#&sﬁ—%ﬁbﬁlsl:ﬂilrst Nation of NaCho
Nyék Dun and Vuntut Gwitchiné UT Wa 6 W] 5 RAGS K |R (
The subreglonal plan[should consider the foIIowm(_i
e
Yukon-Government-Yukon-affectedHirstNations-aned-the
FsRAGH RO RA¢c G W9 Ye URRIG HO
T [RItqW ¢qRYUt kW2c¢cteldt AWt UYs O
NIl k YUT | t Wes| Ak RUW9adqel ¢fi Wf
1 Direction and values as set out in this plan for all LMUs that
are adjacent tothe DempsterfHighway, in addition to
relevant direction and valuesas-set out inthe Peel Watershed
and North Yukon Regional Land Use Plans.
1 Coordinated accessmanagement off highway for potential oil
and gas development in Eagle Plains basin ¢(\th Yukon
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=

Regional Land UsePlan LMU 9: Eagle Plains an®RPELMU 2:
Horseshoe, page 170).

Harvesting and traditional economic activities and concerns.
Porcupine Caribou Herdy effects of access to health of the
herd and impact to harvest.

Commercial and unguided wildlife viewing activities and
concerns.

[Thevisualseenie integrity ofviews of natural features, from the
highway, the-entire-highway-eorridorshould be malntalnedJ
Theimpacts of climate change on the highwaynfrastructure
and surrounding area within the corridor (including geohazard
mapping and targeted permafrost study).

Unregulated backcountry access(ie-;notattherized-under
the-in areas not controlled through theDempster Highway
Development Area Regulation) particularly for off-road
vehicles (ORV), should not be allowed.

iAs with all human-caused disturbances, high standards of
reclamation/decommissionifig should apply to all new surface
disturbances within the corridor (e.g., gravel pits and
telecommunications infrastructure, bridges etc.).]

5.4.3.1.2 Top ofthe World Highway Corridor

TheTopofthe World Highwayis avital travel route [between Yukonand Alaskdfrom May
to September, and traverses through vast landscapes of immense ecological and

cultural |mportance [The hlghwaypfewdeﬁesdeﬁt&aﬁdﬁfe%fwfkeﬁfect

isanimportant route

betweenN | &k Y & 3% | # danmidd in Yukonand Alaska. Itis also an essential
transportation route in the summer months for tourism, mineral exploration and
developmentand offers year-round opportunities for subsistence harvesting,
traditional economic activities, and forestry.

AsperSection 3.2.51 Corridor Areas (page44),the Topofthe World Highway Corridor is
defined as asix-hunared-600 metre wide area (300 meters from each side afhe

highway centreline).

lLocaI and traditional knowledge suggest$hat the number of vehicles onthe highwayis
experieneirginereasedusage-and-traffiduring the summer monthsincreased from
201410 2019. [Impacts from increased traffic along thisimpertantroute maycan lead
to increased litter and disturbance to wildlife. This impact canresult in reduced use

for, or effectiveness of, traditional harvesting pursuits of this important are$

NI k YOF | & Gaid@bvernmentof Yukonsignedthea co-developedthe Topof the
World HighwaylInterpretive Planin August2019. Thepurpose of the Planis to
enhancethe experiencefor travellers by presentingstories andinformation about
the highwayand the stories of local people from the past through presentday

bIN I kK €GBT IRt&IG&EMmentof Yukon2019b). It provides for a framework for the
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section, there should be a general management
direction to reclaim all disturbances.
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phasedimplementation of interpretive features, including signageand media
representations of thehighway.

Planning Strategy

Key planning issues and interests related to the Top of the World Highway include:

1

1
1

1

1

Increasedtraffic and human use alongthe highwaycan lead to increased litter
and disturbance to wildlife.

Uninhibited use of ORVscan affect wildlife within and adjacent to the corridor.
Maintaining an environment conducive to carrying out traditional and
recreational pursuits is important in this area.

The impacts of climate change orthe highwayinfrastructure and surrounding
area within the corridor

The proximity and overlap with the Fortymile Caribou Herd along this highway
can lead to increased hunting pressure and wildlifevehicle collisions.

Reeerﬁmeﬂded{Management Practices

Fravellers-and-users-of thisarea-musilake care not to disturb the unique biophysical
and socio-cultural setting of the corridor, in particular withthe use of ORVs within key
ungulate, ecologically important, and cultural areas. (See Map # Selected Ecologically
Important Areas, Map 5t Ungulates, and Map 6r First Nations Land Use, Heritage, and

Commented [A442]: Since these management
practices only apply to LMU 14, 15, and 21 these
would be better suited as special management
directions for these LMUs rather than general
management directions that are referred back to in
these sections.

Cultural Resources) The use of ORVs should not undermine cultural and wildlife values

€S.

[Thevisualseenie integrity and natural aesthetic viewscapesffrom the highwayesrrider
should be maintained,

Commented [A443]: If this is meant to only apply to
LMU 15 it should be a Special Management Direction
for that LMU, 14 and 21 also overlap the highway.

Recommendations to the Parties

88. Poticy Fhe—mfegﬁ%y—e%ﬂ*ﬁ—area—mt%ﬂam%&ﬁaed%@—leﬂﬂﬂe—haﬂfes&ng

Commented [A444]: Clarify whether the Viewscape
applies to all views from the highway, and what it
means to maintain the integrity of the viewscape (e.g.,
no trail or road access? No surface disturbance?).

As it is currently written, the viewscape only applies to
the 300m either side of the highway. If this is not
RUqUUT T AWl Jhl RalWWaYWwWHYU
itself.

Reeommendation-

89. Policy Opportunities to promote education and mitigation of wildlife-
Recommendation vehicle collisions along the highway should be explored.

90. Research In collaboration with the Dawson District Renewable Resource
Recommendation Council, the use of offroad vehicles (ORVs) within the Top of the

World Highway Corridor should be monitored for:

9 Impacts to key values. Key values are described in adjacent
LMU tables in Section Landscape Management Units.
Specifically, refer toLMU 14: Ty DRkdhéat (Top of the World)
(page 232),LMU 15: Khel Dék (Sixty Mile)(page 238){|:MU&6
Wedzey-Nahuzhi-(Matsen-Uplandsi-{page244)and LMU 21
Weédzey TG/ (Fortymile Caribou Corridor) (page 268).
Identification of areasferto create petentiat-ORV
managementareas, throughas-perORV Management Area

Commented [A445]: Rather than within the access
section, there should be a general management
direction to reclaim all disturbances.

Commented [A446]: Management direction 5.3.3 ¢
(Ensure land use activities do not compromise First
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management directions.
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Regulation (OIC 2021/11)

91. Recommended Implement the Top of the World Highwaynterpretive Plan

Action bINI Kk YOT | tWes| A6k ROWAW] Y2131 U 13|
Recommended Monitor and address impacts of climate change orthe highway
Action infrastructure and surrounding area within the corridor

(including geohazard mapping and targeted permafrost study).

5.4.3.1.3 North Klondike Highway Corridor

Asper Section 3.2.5T Corridor Areas (page44),the North KlondikeHighway Corridoris
defined as asixhunered600 meter wide area (300 meters on each side from the
highway centreline), that exepands from the City of Dawson municipal boundary
noerthsoutheast to the end-oftheplanning region boundary.

TheNorth Klondike Highwayis the only yearround roadttti-use transpottation
eefridor-connecting the PplanningRregionto southern Yukon.ltis the critical route

for transportinggoodsand people to the eemmunity-City of Dawsonand further
north to the Northwest Territoriesviathe Dempster Highway.

TheNorth Klondike Highwayis also a keytourism route to the City of Dawsonand
further west to Alaska via the Top of the World Highway. However, much like the
Dempster and Top of the World Highway Corridors, the North Klondike Highway
Corridor is challenged by a number of overlapping land uses in some locations.
Balancing potential land use conflicts between residential use, agriculture, tourism,
industry, infrastructure needs and traditional activities, while conserving key wildlife
habitat should be the key focus in this corridor.

Planning Strategy

Key planning issues and interests related to the North Klondike Highway Corridor
include:
9 Access to aggregate materials near the highway for ongoing maintenance and
major future construction projects.
9 The corridor is heavily used by First Nations people for traditional economic and
subsistence harvesting activities and these rights must be maintained.
1 Multiple land uses within the corridor are most prevalent between theommtrity
City of Dawson and the Dempster Corner.
1 A portion of the North Klondike Highway runs through Special Management Area
LMU 10: Tintina Trench(page 212)

Reecemmended-Management Practices

Commented [A448]: Include a recommended action
to create an ORV management area should research
demonstrate the need/ define an area(s) where this
should be done.
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Commented [A449]: Rather than within the access
section, there should be a general management
direction to reclaim all disturbances.
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Recommendations to the Parties

As a resultof the overlapping landuses and issues concentrated along the North
Klondike HighwayCorridor, this area of the DawsonPplanning Rregionmay require
additional consideration.

92. Policy The Parties and affected First Nations should work together to
Recommendation update the North Klondike Highway Interpretive Plai§1996) or
alternatively co-create a new North Klondike Highway Interpretive
Plan as created for the Top of the World Highway. Theerpretive

plan should consider:

1 Tourism and recreational opportunities along the highway
9 First Nation history, language, culture, stories, and values
1 Yukon history and stories

1 Opportunities for education (through appropriate signage)

93. Petiey Fhe-integrity of thisareamustbe-maitrtainedto-enstre-harvesting
o4 Pok ‘ —_— : =
95. Policy Opportunities to promote education and mitigation of vehicle
Recommendation wildlife collisions along the North Klondike Highway should be
explored and supported within areas of high concern.
Recommended Monitor and address impacts of climate change on thédighway
Action infrastructure and surrounding area within the corridor (including
geohazard mapping and targeted permafrost study).

54.32 New Al-SeasenStrface-Aceessand WinterReadsSurface Access|

Thecreation of newroads andtrails opensthe land to potential renewableand non-
renewableeconomic opportunities. However,the construction of roadsand trails
candegradethe environmentofanareathroughvegetationclearing, soil erosion,
sedimentation of nearbywatercourses, andthe destruction and fragmentation of
wildlife habitat. Ecological impacts from surface access developmentare directly
linked to socio-cultural use of an area or resources. There isoncern in the Dawson
Pplanning Rregionthat the increasein access overtime has resulted in increased and
potentially unsustainable moose harvest in some areasndanindirectimpact to local
subsistence harvesting.

summeHSomeaccess routes inthe Rregionmay be comprised of severalaccess types
including trails, all-seasonand winter roads, and river or stream crossings by bridges or
barge.

54.3.2.1 |Norther Access Route
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TheCoffee Gold Mine Project (YESABile No.2017-0211)hasundergonean executive
committee screeningprocess and a decision document has beenissued by the
Government of Yukon and the federal government to allow the project to proceed,
subject to specified terms and conditions.

The establishment and use of an alkeason road to access this mine site was
proposed, including the upgrading of existing roads and trails, and the constructioof
newroad, for atotal of 214km (37 km of new construction). Theproposed Northern
Access Route {NAR)originates close to the City of Dawson and travels alongexisting
access roads through the Goldfields (LMU 11: Goldfields , page218)and ends atthe
proposed Coffee Gold mine site, which is located approximately 130km south of
Dawsonin the lower south of the planningRregion(LMU 18: Therian D&k (Coffee

Creek) page254) FheNA—Rpfeseﬁfsﬁgﬁrﬂeaﬁ%eeﬁeefﬁstﬁwﬂe}Heﬂ}eﬁgﬂ%fetﬁe

degfeefmpaetsteexeeHeﬁﬂnﬁﬁte%raﬁgeThrouqh assessment it was determlned that

the Northern Access Route presents significant adverse effects on moose mortality
rates (e.g. increased access for harvesting and collisions) and to a lesser extent impact
to winter range habitatfor the Fortymile Caribou Herd.

Planning Strategy

Keyplanning issues and interests related to the new all -season surface access and
winter roads include:

1 Roadsand other linear features reduce the wilderness character of an area.

1 Newall-seasonaccess creates the potential forincreased economic activity and
opportunities in the Rregion.

1 Roadsandotherlinearfeaturesresultin adirect loss and fragmentation of
wildlife habitat and cause indirect impacts on wildlife througha-reduetion+n
funetionat-habitat; habitat fragmentation, reduced use, increased harvest
pressures, and/orincreased levels of predation.

1 Road andtrail development overpermafrost areasresults in road instability and
erosion which may be exacerbatedby climate changeand rising temperatures.

1 Roaddevelopmentalongridgetops or within valley bottoms of rivers and
watercourses can disproportionately impact important ecological orsocio-
cultural values (seealso Section 5.2.4T Rivers and Watercourses , page93).

1 Inadequate manragementtenure managementand/or ineffective reclamation of
resource roadsleadsto the creation of unmaintained highwaysunder the
Highways Act

1 Approaches to access management on new resource roads may be ineffective
and unenforceable in preventlng access to the backcountr)d:eﬁﬂstaﬁeegafes

1 Current regulations cannot adequately regulate the entire lifecycle of a
resourceroad from construction to reclamation. Thishasled to many
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temporary-ant-ntendedto-beprivatety-usedresource roads becoming
permanent and unmanagedpublic roads, evenwhen intended to be
temporary or for private use only
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ReeeﬁormeﬁdeeFManagement Practices

the purposes of this section, access development includes the constructiorof anyall-
seasonaccess both on and off mineral claims.

Theperceived most significant impact from |ncreased}|+ﬁeaﬁfea%ufe
disturbaneeaccess ]ln the Dawson planningRregion isperceivet-to-beoan increased
harvesting pressure on moose. As such, in addition to the management strategies
below, there are supplementalrecommendations specific to moose and surface
accessincluded in Section 5.2.1.2 T Moose, page 78.

a Access road and trail routes should take into consideration the avoidance of permafrost
areas, areas of high flood riskand wetlands whilealso notinghhat south-facing slopes
are often home to many rare and endemic speues in thﬁreglon

pesstbwteﬁﬁdﬁraeﬁeaFWhere practlcably possible, Road planning should prlormze
efficiency and consider existing roads and all possible users to limit the necessity for

multiple roads accessing similar areas.

d Reclamation and-deecommissioningshould occur as soon as roads and trails are no
longer needed for resource development activities.

e Proponents should indicate the access requirements of their projects, including the
location, construction process, and reclamation details of all access roads and trails
prior to entering the assessment and permitting process of their project.

Commented [A457]: Management practices apply.
This sentence is unnecessary.

access, terms should not be used interchangibly

Commented [A458]: Linear features are not always }
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f PProponents should prepare detailed access management planor projects that involve
the construction of new alkseason access in LMUs with areas of high ecological or sogic
cultural value and/or where existing access into the area is limitedAccess management
plans should include:

1 Road construction details and rationale for construction.

1 Applicable traffic management protocols (i.e., access control, signage, etc.).
1 How impacts to key values in the area will be mitigated; and,
1

Detailed decommissionirg-andreclamation plans with clear closure objectlvesiT

Recommendations to the Parties

96. Policy Special Management Areas

Recommendation [New surface access (atseason or winter roads) must be jointly
agreed upon bybeth-the Parties within Special Management
Areas. Existingaccessin SpemalManagementAreasssupperted
irthis-Planallowed to continue.

anagementd its(page-160)-for-additional-accessretated

fe anagementdirectionsfor-Speciat-ManagementAreas.

as1

Commented [A461]: Access management plans are
discussed in multiple forms in the Plan, in this case for
proponents related to a single project and in other
instances as an exercise for the Parties to complete
on an LMUscale. The Plan should further differentiate
these two to avoid confusion.
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97. Peliey
98. Petiey FheNorthern-AceessRoute(NARshotltHakeinto-consideration
: X : . N
H-Goldfietds (:ag;ZiE)a_sl: S eria .EE.(E;EE
99. Policy [Dueto the environmentalimpact of all-seasonaccess, when

Recommendation aceessistdeemednecessary by Parties-and-/oraccounted-for in

Aecess-ManagementPlans; the feasibility of winter access should

always be consideredfirst asanoption aheadof newall-season
roads/trails.

100.Pefiey ; i e

101.Recommended ThePartiesshould developand implement an appropriate
Action framework for the tracking and monitoring of access development

and reclamation activities within the DawsonPplanning Rregion.

This tracking system should include:

1 Locationand details (i.e., width, length, and surface material)
of any newly constructed roads and trails

1 Information on the status ofroads and trails (i.e.,active or
inactive)

1 Anyon-going/completed reclamation activities.

5.4.3.2.2 Access Management Planning Recommendations

ReecommendedManagement Practice5.4.3.2f has been included to address an
individual project level concern for access development. This strategy should ensure
smaller scale access development requirements are planned for and managed
appropriately to minimize their impact. However, this strategy des not address the
need to look at access development more holistically or cumulatively, which should be
the responsibility of the Parties As-sueh;-theCemmissionrecognizesthe-need-for

additionatrecommendationsforahigherteverof The Parties need to completenore
detailed access management planning in areas experiencingigheroecctrrences
ofmore development. These LMUs have been |dent|f|ealleMU 1:Tthetawndék

(Tatonduk) andx = O IJJT allli 136 6_q I KHMH&EMHGFE&WH&MBB}—EMU&

Bekéeeﬁeeereeie—épage—z%) ]Furthermore hhe Comm|55|on acknowledges that

there is a limited understanding of the current level of linear disturbance within the
Pplanning Rregion.

132

Commented [A465]: YG does not support limiting
access until an access management plan is
completed.

This recommendation otherwise conflicts with special
management direction 6.7 4 e (In the absence of an
access management plan, Parties should jointly
determine whether new surface access be permitted,
with consideration of the above.)

Commented [A466]: Change to management
practice for proponents rather than recommendation
to the Parties.

[Commented [A467]: Remove, no recommendation J

{Formatted: Font: Not Bold ]

Commented [A468]: YG does not believe Access
Management Plans for LMU 9, 11, 15 and 18 are
required, primarily on the basis that they already have
existing access routes.

Commented [A469]: Contradicts 3.6.3.1 where
linear disturbance is included as an indicator because
data is available.

9Yadl W ¢! WRUOt qUéT AWmNS 1IW
that there is a limited understanding of changes in
linear disturbance levels within the Planning Region
since it was last mapped in 2019= M= M 0w




Dawson Recommended Land Use Plan
Management Directions

Following the collection ofthis information| the Parties should explore better access
management and planning for those kegreasLMUs. The recommendation below is
intended to foster acoordinated approach to newroad and accessroute
development in areas where significant exploration and development activities are
occurring and likely to continue.

102.Recommended In consideration ofthe baseline linear disturbance dataand

Action| results, the Parties should develop overarching access

management plans for thePplanning Rregion, with the priority for
development as follows:

1. LMU 1:Tthetawndék (Tatonduk)

tandscape-Management-Ynit&Seneral

P.x~OWTali U6 ql kdagdaos) qRG YU! b e
: i )

q_ : B . ) )

—EMY-9:-Clear Creek{page-268)

—EMU-18:Fherian-Dék(Coffee-Creekpage254)

IAt a minimum, AccessManagement Plans should considet:

+1 Impacts to key ecological values with an emphasis on moose ano-
caribou from increased access development.

2-1 Impacts to other land users, including the use of the land for
traditional economic activities, subsistence harvesting, and
trapping.

3-1 Impacts to heritage values, cultural landscapes, heritage
resources etc.

1 New transportation routes to areas of significant to high
economic value for minerals, tourism, etc|

\We are supportive of the Parties working to reach consensus on
joint access management plans for LMUs 1 and 7, however, in the
absence of an approved access management plan, each
government reserves the right to develop and approve a plan for i
area of prisdiction, as per the existing regulatory review process.

IThis recommendation is meantto also address various values potentiallimpacted by
access development, in particular moose, caribou, and the ability to harvestunt, or
gather. Toreduce redundancy, this section will not be repeatedin each applicable
section throughout the Plan. Rather, reference will be made back tthese
recommendations wherenecessary.

5.4.3.3 [Off-Road Vehicle Access|
An Offroad Vehicle (ORV) is any motorized vehicle that can be driven off paved or

o Thetiming and scope of this recommendation will be at the discretion of the Partiesand will be
addressed by the Parties as part of implementation planning. Specific strategies and best management
practices related toroad and access route siting may be included as padf this future access
managementplanning.
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gravelsurfaces. Peopleuse severaltypes of ORVsin the Pplanning Rregion,including
snowmobiles, all-terrain vehicles (wheeled ATVsrt quads or Argos-ike vehicles),and
motor bikes.

0 2t Y Uk Offidht) Weticle Management AredORVMA) Regulationtook effect on
lanuary 28, 2021. The regulatior have been designed to protect designated
environmentally sensitive areasand to managethe use of ORVsinthose areas. The
regulations support the establishment of ORVMAs in specific areas of Yukon that will
haverestrictions or limitations for access. Currently, off-trail ORVuse is allowed in most
backcountry areasexcept alpine areas

The new regulations establisthree ORVMAs irYukon;erty-one of whichis applicable
in the planning Rregion: alpine areas 1,400 metres or higher. Thishabitat type exists
within and adjacent to several LMUs within thé®planning Rregion. The regulation
recognizesRregional land use planning as a primary mechanism tmlentify and
establish additional ORVMAsas well as through the Dawson District Renewable
Resource Council (DDRRC).

Planning Strategy

Key planning issues and interests related to the Off -Road Vehicle Access include:
1 ORVactivity can haveimpacts onwildlife and wildlife habitat.
1 ORVscan cause significant damage to soil stability and vegetation.
1 ORVactivity canresult in disturbances to other land users.
Recemmended-Management Practices
None arerecommended at this time.

Recommendations to the Parties

103.Reseatreh TFhePlan-supports-the-abitity-of the DPBDRRECto-speeificalty-seek

e R e

5.4.3.4 AirAccess

Theuse of aircraft (helicopter or fixedwingairplane)is a primary mode of
transportation for most hard rock exploration activities in the PplanningRregion. Itis
also used for some placer mine operations inaccessible by road as well as for
backcountry tourism and outfitting. Thismode of transportation requiresthe
construction and maintenance of associated infrastructure, including airstrips and
helicopter pads. These structures are scattered throughout the southern part of the
Rregion,andless numerousin the northern parts to support variousland-based
activities (e.g.,outfitting, exploration).

Planning Strategy
Keyplanning issues and interests related to air access include:
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1 Aerialaccess (byhelicopters or fixedwingairplane)in keyareascan resultin
impacts to key ecological or sociaecultural values.

1 Frequentoverheadair traffic canlead to changes inhabitat use by wildlife and
affect outfitting and other wilderness tourism activities.

1 Fuel caches can contaminate surrounding soil and/or water quality if not
properly managed.

1 Clearing of vegetation for airstrips and helicopter pads results in surface
disturbance, reduced wildlife habitat, and alteration to wilderness character of
an area.

Recommended-Management Practices

Thebelow arein addition to all applicable strategiesin Section 5.4.51 Tourism, page
148.
a  Aerial flights should follow all applicable best management guidelines on how to
minimize impacts to disturbance to wildlife (seeFlying in Caribou CountryGovernment
of Yukon, 2010b) and-lying in Sheep CountryGovernment of Yukon, 2006).
b Opportunities for shared, multi-party use of airstrips and helicopter landings should be
explored whenever possible.
c Fuel caches should be well maintained, inaccessible by wildlife, and kept at a safe
distance from watercourses

Recommendations to the Parties

104.Policy Within SMAs ;
Recommendation 1 existing permitted airstrips and landing locations can
continue to be used.

1 New airstrips should only be permittedin ettside-of I Formatted: Bulleted + Level:1 + Aligned at: 0.63cm +
existing dispositions-rewairstrips-should-not-be-allowed. Indent at: 1.27 cm
Existing-airstripsantHandingtocations-can-—continte-to-be
toseel\ Commented [A479]: Change to special management

direction for SMAs rather than recommendation to the
Parties.

5435 Water Access Restructured to clarify that both statements apply in
River travel is an important economic and sociecultural mode of transportation in the SMAs.

Pplanning Rregion. The Yukon River offers robust opportunities for recreational,

tourism, traditional economic, cultural, and industrial accessto keysites and

resources along its main stem and within adjacent areas. Many placer and hardock

exploration operators use bargingas a meansto transport equipment, supplies,

personnel, and fuel into sites without adequate surface access. Other watesiccess

routes existalongthe Klondike, Stewart, White, and Fortymile Rivers, however access

on these smaller rivers is predominantly via motorboat, jetboat, ocanoe.

Streamcrossings, which in this Planare considered to include bridges, culverts, and

Yl TRUNDwWWeq6 W RI WARqWAL Yt RUDWY nWe Ws ¢ qll AYel + JWn! YaWwWARe Ut WqY
vehicles) are prevalent in the”planning Rregion. For placer mining, where many sites

include watercourses of various widths, stream crossings are necessamctivities and
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caninvolvethe construction and relocation of bridges, culverts, andfords within the
duration of a license timeframe.

Planning Strategy

Keyplanning issues and interests related to water access include:

9 Transportation routes along all river corridors that involve barging, motor
boating, or recreational canoeingcanimpact important terrestrial and
aquatic wildlife habitat and cultural values.

1 Improperly constructed stream crossings or bargelandings can cause impacts
to fish through increased sedimentation or by creating blockages ttish
passage.

9 Fordingor the construction of fords can result in habitat degradation,
including sedimentation, channel compaction, infilling, rutting, and the
creation of barriers to fishpassageor migration. Fording camalso result in the
destruction of fish, fish eggsor fish food (e.g.,insects).

I Tourismandrecreation onthe YukonRiverhavecausedanincreasein human
pressures. TheYukonCanoeand KayakClub and the Wilderness Tourism
Association of Yukon have received a Government of Yukon Environmental
Awareness Fund application to assess humasrcaused pollution on the river.

Recommended-Management Practices

Commented [A480]: This is an existing resource that
will help accomplish this direction.

Commented [A481]: Covered by management
practice 5.2.1.3 f, can therefor be removed. If kept,
modify as proposed.

a Stream crossings should be constructed to minimize impacts to fish and fish habitat,
including a hierarchical approach to construction with the least invasive type being
applied first. Al YGYUWUqt Wt 6 Ya il WnYadYs W Rt 6131 RIJH
practice: temporary stream crossings|

b INo construction of stream crossings should occur during sensitive time periods for fish
(e.g., during spawning or egg incubation). Time periods will depend on species and

location as determined ern-aat-a-proejeetievetassessmenby Fisheries andOceans
9c¢UcT ¢kt W1 Wt 6s¢cqlll WNRAGRUONDW RUOT Ysit WfT WU

Ensure that future climate, hydrological conditions, and water quality are considered in
design of infrastructure that supports stream crossings.

Recommendations to the Parties

While river travel remains a valuable mode of transportation for various industrial and
recreational pursuits, there are unknowns about the impacts of certain watercrafts on
the unique ecological and sociatcultural setting of the Pplanning Rregion. Tofacilitate
the continued and sustainable use of river travel, the following research is
recommended:

Commented [A482]: Stream crossings should be
designed with future climate and hydrological
conditions in mind to ensure that this infrastructure
continues to support the values of the plan.
fClimate projections predict a significant rise in
total precipitation across the region with projected
changes greatest in spring and fall. Climate
projections indicate that average annual
temperatures for the planning area will also
increase, with greatest increases in winter.
fThese changing temperature and precipitation
patterns can in turn impact freshet levels, seasonal
flooding risk and extreme precipitation events (see
climate change section 2.7 of recommended plan
for more details) all of which could lead to greater
risk of damage to stream crossing infrastructure,
particularly if these are not designed or maintained
with these projected changes in mind.
fThis infrastructure damage in turn could impact the
water access value identified in this plan, where
stream crossings provide recreational, tourism,
traditional economic, cultural, and industrial
access to key sites and resources along its main
stem and within adjacent areas.

105.Research Access by water can be an energgfficient means of transport
Recommendation and can also help reduce the impacts of climate change of

overland routes. Parties should research the potential of river

corridors as a transportation route considering:

9 Different watercraft types.

Commented [A483]: Thresholds could be
considered recognizing that implementation of such
thresholds is beyond the authority of the Parties and
the scope of this Plan, Transport Canada manages
navigable waters and watercraft.
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1 Comparison made with overland access from a climate
changeand or cumulative effects perspective.
106.Research The Parties should design and conduct a study into the ecological
Recommendation and social impacts of barging along the Yukon River. The study
should consider, at a minimum, the impacts to fish and fish
habitat and traditional land use withinLMU 3: Chu Kon Dék
(Yukon River Corridor) (page 174). The results of the study shoulc

guidermes—by—fhe—Paﬁies—fehbafgm@&Hﬁ—Hﬂs—tMtbe considered
during Plan review
107.Research The impacts to key values in the White, Fortymile, Stewart,
Recommendation Klondike, and FifteenmileRrivers from jet boats are not well
understood. Further research into the potential for this activity to
affect affecting-water quality and salmon habitat should be
conducted in these areas, and this information should beised-to
i i tritgonsidered during

Commented [A484]: Beyond authority of the Parties,
Transport Canada manages navigable waters and
watercraft.

Commented [A485]: Beyond authority of the Parties,
Transport Canada manages navigable waters and
watercraft.

Plan review

5.4.4 Agriculture

TheRregion contains some of the most productive agricultural land in the Yukon.
Suitable land includes arable land, land for the construction of related infrastructure
and accessory uses, and land located within proximity to the community for market
purposes. For these reasons, the Klondike Valley has been identified as containing
high agricultural potentiatferthe-PptanrningRegion.

As of 2018, there were approximately 40 titled lots derived from agricultural land
programs as well as several Settlement Land parcels that have been identified as
t2ROQEAGUWNY! WeNlI RAzdqgel VWA WRI «k YOT | t Wes| #6k RUWE N WUOY qUWRY Waé
Teaching andWorking Farm that is a valued cultural and economic resource.

The importance of, and the desire for continued growth within, the agricultural industry
in the DawsonPplanning Rregion was expressed by both Parties and through public
engagement. Furthermore, the impacts of a changing climate and calls to increase
local food production and security are important considerations.

Public comments on agriculture advised:
gy RN YsqétoYntoRYUqlaGYl ¢l ! toe NI RAzGqel BOAYUNRI Gt 1Oq6 IJIOG Y 1
#cl AYU21NUq¢ HO Wt g CO
Survey response, 2019
iy N 6 Rultitus®. Could we connect natural resource development projects?
Eqcl qios RSN Yl 13t gl ! etO0 Y2 1JKOqVYIOGH ¢ HIJI KOG RURUNe toc UT 1Og 6 130 ONY
Workshop participant, 2021

Overall, local food production is a growing economic input in théplanning Rregion
with S|gn|f|f:ant contrl.butlo_ns 'Fo the community. The growing trend of culinary t.ourlsm Commented [A486]: Citation needed to support this,
can thrive in theRregion with increased access to locally produced foob Fostering aiEmEe dEEE,
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responsible and sustainable growth of the agricultural industryvithin the regionis
important to provide an opportunity to increase food security in the regian

Planning Strategy

Objectives:

1. Asindicated in the Government of Yukon Cultivating Our Future 202¢ukon
Agriculture Policy. thereasetHocalfoodproductionthatimprovesfood-seetrity
throtugh(Governmentof-Yukon,2020¢)

a. Growth-ofthetecatSupport the agricultural economy.
b. Create and protectAagricultural land-avaitabitity.

¢. Promote Rresilient and sustainable agriculture.

d. Foster&growth through partnerships and community.

2. Ecologicalintegrity is maintainedin areas adjacent to agricultural
development.

Keyplanning issues and interests related to agriculture include:

1 Suitablelandthat is both usable for agricultural use and close to the
community (for market purposes) is limited and contains competing land
based rights and interests.

1 Opportunities for different land uses to co-exist with agriculture in the
Pplanning Rregionshould be explored.

1 Consideration of food security issues and climate change resilience in the

RIJNRY Ukt We NI RHE2 i q%ettionibl2lb 1 mpie IChange KpEglc G+ Y W

102).

1 Continued access to water for agricultural purposes may be a barrier to the
t 1J H gigvowth ih the Rregion. Theavailability of water will impact the type
and amount of agricultural use and may affect existingoperations.

Reeommended-Management Practices

a Inareasofsuitable highagricultural valuethat are beingdevelopedfor other temporary
purposes, land should be reclaimed such that it is left in aatural state that will not
degradethe highagricultural value of the land.

Commented [A487]:

Consider adding management

practices for proponents of agriculturaldevelopments

Recommendations to the Parties

Fhe-Commissionunderstands-that The Klondike Farmers Forum is currently

conducting a feasibility study for the location and procurement of an abattoir
(slaughterhouse) While agricultural livestock producers in the DawsonRregionare
currently serviced by a mobile abattoir, the growth of the industry in thigregion may
require more consistent and permanent infrastructure.

Furthermore, initiatives to support the multi-purpose use of land for agriculture and
mining should be encouraged. TheéftkerGovernmentof Yukonhas begun to explore
this concept, with the development of a seasonal lease agreement between a placer

miner and a local producer in the Dawson area in 2020. The Parties should continue to
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foster collaborative arrangements in the DawsorPplanning Rregion thatsupport the
sustainable growth of the agricultural industry.

Tosupport the growing agricultural industryin the Dawsonfplanning Rregion, the

following researchand policy recommendations are proposed:

108.Policy The Parties should support implementation of the Yukon
Recommendation Agriculture Policy (2020), specifically related to Objective #2

(Ecreate andPprotect Aagricultural tland) scale up local food

production and increase seltsufficiency in local food production

in the Dawson planningRregion.

109.Peotiey Stitabletand-foragrictturat-use-thatis-elosete-the-Cityof
. : I : . el
G5 c = RH—#—¥-0 —t ke bl U G Commented [A489]: Duplicates special
110.Research Areas of "high" (class 3 to 5) agricultural potential within the management direction 6.12 1.6 and covered by
Recommendation planning Rregion (within x ~ O LUN = a WN | & (KIondiket LN g recommendation 110.

Valley)the-Kiondike-Yatteyat a minimum) should be identified and

prioritized for this usewith consideration of other values
111.Research The Parties should consider the location of future agricultural
Recommendation development (including type and amount) in relation to future
availability and access to water flood risks T informed by climate
change projections, and in consideration of other values within

the area.
112.Recommended Fhe-Partiessheutd-continue-to-explore-and-implement
. . ” o . =

steh-as-through-the-devetopment-of-formatmuttiuse
) ) : and

agﬁewtural—ﬁfedﬂeefs—\ ‘ Commented [A490]: Duplicates recommendations ‘
113.Recommended The Parties should continue to support research into the feasibility 125 and 130, only need once
Action of procuring an abattoir for the DawsorRRregion, including the

identification of a suitable location for such infrastructure.

5.4.5 [Tourism)

The DawsonPplanning Rregion offers considerable opportunities for tourism, and the
commtunity-City of Dawson includes well established tourism services, attractions,
accommodations, and businesses. Tourism offers an excellent opportunity for
sustainable economic activities in theRregion. Tourism in thisRregion is a significant
contributor to the local and territorial economies. While the Yukon is marketed
primarily as a wilderness destination, the DawsoriRregion uniquely represents other
qYel Rt awz2cidellt AWRUAG2T RUNWaq6 W RESWHzGaqal ¢dWERY qY! ! WYnWaé 1JLWN
of the Klondike Gold Rush, and contemporary placer mining.

In 2023the World Heritage CommitteeR Ut # 1 R A I1J IKldfdiketo¥i thé Warld

Heritage Liston the basis ofcriterion (iv) /b a) Y anféudstAnding example of a type of

building, architectural or technological ensemble or landscape which illustrates (a)

significant stage(s) in human historys HO

World Heritage Designation
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Perspectives on the tourism industry in theé”planning Rregion include:
p?2c¢st YUt IOqYel Rt GORUT 2t ql ! IORIAKAIR @ dRGd uog 6 WIOHY UqR Uz 3T HOA 13U L
Survey response, 2019
yRYzal Rt GIHORt IO¢ UIORGGY I q¢e¢ UqtoldHYUYOGRHKI | R21JI tOnY!l toOqé 0?2 ¢st YUIO
history has been the primary theme visitors are looking for. The visitor profile is
now including the adventurist and cultural experience type.

Dawson has much to offer in this area and can certainly expand as well.
Rt RqVYI toc!l DWOIYYt RUNDIONYI toOUcqel ¢tto6 ¢ ARgqcEc qetos RiT d RnIJOe UT HOY
Survey response, 2019

Tombstone Territorial Park offers significant opportunities for both guided and
unguided tourism activities. Data provided by Yukon Parks indicates a considerable
increase in visitation rates at the Interpretive Centre, Tombstone Mountain
Campground, and te backcountry camp sites, with a 176 percent increase in
visitation to the interpretive centre from 2008 to 2018 (Government of Yukon, 2020a).
While the management of the park itself is excluded from the scope of this Draft Plan,
it is important to consider how this growing tourism pressure will impact the impdant
ecological and cultural setting of the Dempster Highway area, as well as how this
increase will impact the overall visitor experience in the Dawsofregion in general.

Other important areas for tourism in theRregion include the Top of the World Highway
and the Klondike Valley, as well as major river corridors including the Yukon, Klondike,
and Fortymile rivers. Impacts to the visual integrity of river and highway viewscapes,
and high levels of overhead air traf€, affect the quality of wilderness travel through
these areas. Conversely, high levels of tourism traffic in these areas can have adverse
impacts on wildlife, fish and their habitats, and lead to conflicts withother land users.
Tourism attributes are identified on Map # Renewable Economic Development:
Potential and Interests.

There is interest in the continued sustainable growth of the tourism industry in the

| Rregion, however growth must be carefully managed. Specifically, there is potential for
growth in wilderness/ecotourism and Indigenous tourism as well as in the arts.

Planning Strategy:

ForLMUspecific SpecialManagementDirections related to Tourism,see:
LMU 3: Chu Kon Dé&k (Yukon River Corridor), (page174) [

LMU 4: Tsey Dek (F|fteenm|le) (page 180) [Formaned; French (Canada)
LMUS: Ddhél 9 6 K (Tdinbstone), (page 186) [Fiem Code Changed

Formatted: French(Canada)

LMU 11: Goldfields (page218)
LMU 14: T DRkdhat (Top of the World) (page 232)

=A =4 =28 A

Formatted: French(Canada)

Formatted: French(Canada)

(D | D | . W |

Field Code Changed

11 See alsoSection 5.4.3 7 Transportation and Access (page 130),Section 5.2.4 T Rivers and Watercourses (page94),and
Section 5.3.6 T Recreation (page122)for additional planning strategies relevant to Tourism.
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1 LMU 15: Khel D&k (Sixty Mile) (page 238)

Objectives:

1. Tourism activities are carried out in a manner consistent with the principlesf
stewardship and sustainability.

2. Tourismand recreational experiencesinclude scenic viewscapes, wildlife
viewing, culture appreciation, and heritage education within appropriate areas
of the Pplanning Rregion.

3. Increased opportunities for tourism experiences contribute to a growingind
diversified economy,andas well as opportunities forlocal employmentﬁaﬁd

Keyplanning issues and interests related to Tourism include:

1 Thereis aninterest to enhancetourism experiencesin the Pplanning Rregion
while ensuring compatibility with other economic and socioecultural values.

91 Development activities that impact wilderness, wildlife and wildlife habitat,
water quality, aesthetics, and heritage sites also impact tourism values.

9 High levels of overhead air traffic, noise, dust and industrial activity diminish
the wilderness experienceof backcountry visitors or rivertravelers.

9 Tourismcan be asustainable economic industry.

 Based on limited access and desired future state of certain LMUs, the
promotion of backcountry tourism experiences may not be suitable in all areas
ofthe PplanningRregion(e.g.,LMU 1: Tthetdwndék (Tatonduk), page 164).

1 Tourismin the Dawsonfplanning Rregionwas significantly impacted by the

[Commented [A492]: Redundant. J

COVIDNoWG¢ UT WA RHAWSERNEIRNSEqRUNWaS DWW DHqY! kKt W22d U001 ¢ARGRq! LW

shocks.
Recommendee-Management Practices

a NYel Rt aweUT W UHI JeqRYUcdWe FqR2RaqRIJt Wt 6 Y
(https://lyukon.ca/en/travel -safely-yukon-wilderness)

Recommendations to the Parties

114.Policy [The natural scenic viewscapeswithin corridor areas, with an
Recommendation emphasis on the Yukon River Corridor, the Dempster Highway,

and the Top of the World Highway should be considered in

development applications and preserved where possiblé.

115.Policy NI k YOT | t Wcs | A6k RUWKAzaGaqal ¢ 0 LWE |
Recommendation should be incorporated into tourism management strategies
and signage for thektondike-Getefietesplanning region Signage
in the planningregionshouldRUHY | GY I ¢ q I WG YHE
cs| H6k RULIG Rt a Yahguagéllc UT LWa 6 1JLc e |

116.Policy The Parties should support implementation of the Yukon
Recommendation Tourism Development Strategy (Government of Yukon, 2018),
specifically pertaining to Goal #2 for Sustainable Tourism

Development for the DawsonPplanning Rregion.
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117 JPolicy
Recommendation |

ptitstits-the-foltowing-shoult-be-considered:

—Settingtimits-to-the number-ofaltowabtetandingsin
specific-areasduringpeakvisitation-times

1 ProvidingProvide educational-information to aircraft users
(e.g., localpitetscompanies that operate aircraft, tourism
operators, mineral exploration companies, etc.) about
areas of concernant-to encourageirig avoidance of key
wildlife areas and heritageresource areas wherever

possible. {see-Map4rSetected-Ecologicaly tmportant
Areas and Map 5 Ungulates):

Commented [A494]: Move recommendation to
5.4.3.4 Air Access

118.Recommended-Action-

119.Recommended Action | Develop and publish bestmanagement practices for tourism
industries, including wilderness tourism.

120.Recommended-Action- [Hﬁmemeﬁ{—n%eﬁm—measufes—as—deseﬁbed—rﬁ—bhﬂﬂs—ehu—iéeﬁ

Commented [A495]: YG does not have jurisdiction
over airspace- including where aircraft can fly. We
also have limited ability to regulate the number of
landings.

Commented [A496]: YG does not support creating
¢TTRqRYUcC O WmHAYI | RT YI WaeU
defined elsewhere in the Plan. YG supports sub
regional planning for the Dempster highway corridor
and proposes that LMU 3 be split into an SMA
(northern portion) and an ISA 1 (southern portion)

following direction as otherwise provided in this Plan.

5.4.6 Oultfitting

TheDawsonPplanning Rregionincludes many high-quality opportunities for biggame
outfitting. Outfitting takes place in the northern half of the Rregionwherethere are
four established outfitting concessions (see Map 7Renewable Economic

Development: Potential and Interests). Theseconcessions have associated camps and

airstrips, and in some cases, titled property.
Outfitting®# Y Ut Rt gt WYnwWnNea RT WT W6 UqRUN Wq !

and moose. Most trips are undertaken by airplane and ground transportatiosuch as
by ORV,horsebackor on foot. Inthe Pplanning Rregion, high quality outfitting
experiences rely heavily on the maintenance of large, roadless wilderness areas.

Planning Strategy

Objectives:

1. Outfitting operations are conducted in a way that is consistent with the

Commented [A497]: ? YUk qWUOIT Wl &
in the Plan to accept other parts of the Plan. Parties
sign off on the Plan as a whole.

Duplicates recommendation 77
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principles of stewardship, sustainability, and with wildlife objectives of the
Plan.

Key planning issues and interests related to Oultfitting include:
1 Maintenance of functioning ecosystems that support wild populations is vital
to the outfitting industry.
1 Oultfitting generally relies on a wilderness experience where other human
activity is relatively minimal. This experience can be affected by:
o Development of industrial activities, including new roads and
associated infrastructure.
o Improperly located resource exploration camps.
0 Excessiveuse of motorized ORVsand aircraft.
o0 Excessivenumbers of wilderness tourists and recreational users.
1 The location of outfitting camps and trails is not well documented, making it
difficult to consider outfitting values during project assessments andolanning.

Recommended-Management Practices

AdditionratManagement Practices related to outfitting are not recommended at this
time.

Recommendations to the Parties

Most of the northern part of thePplanning Rregion, where outfitting concessions are
located, is recommended for conservation through the SMA designation. This
designation is sufficient to maintain the wilderness character of the area to support
high quality outfitting experiences.Oulffitting activities are allowed in all land use
designations in this Plan

122 Pof amed—Exist o oS
fegtﬂ-at—iﬁﬁs—aﬁd—t-l‘te—’Fl—FFﬁ}\. Commented [A499]: Brought into text above, given
123.Research Land use patterns associated with outfitting, including but not that outfitting is allowed in SMAs, this use should be
Recommendation limited to the location of camps and trails, should be documented included in threshold calculations.
to facilitate improved project assessment and future resource
planning.

5.4.7 Forestry

TheRIINRY UK t Wn Y ardirmpartart fidinleddicohmental, economic andsocio-
cultural perspectives.

With careful management and planning?—&—s—+—Yal k13 Lilll |fofeBts/carisustdin a

vibrant, small-scale forestry industry that provides timber for local marketsand a

source of; energy-. These activities cancontribute to economic stimtitasgrowth; and

local employment opportunitiesn Y1 Wagé 3Wel 3ékt W 13t RT WUqt oW YI Ut qf WRUWaq6 WIW? ¢35t Y
Rregion also provide opportunity for the local harvest and processing of other forest

products, such as birch syrup, chaga, and morel mushrooms.
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Maintenance of traditional and nontimber uses of forest resources is an important
component of forest management and the traditional economy. Hunting, fishinggre
trapping and gathering (e.g. medicinal plants, mushrooms, berries etcare important
traditional uses of forest resources.

The forested areas in thé°planning Rregion are an extension of the boreal forest zone
that spans the continent fromthe Yukon to the Atlantic coast in Labrador. Of the
26,223 kn¥ of the Pplanning Rregion that lies within the Boreal ecozone, approximately
75%pereentis covered by eitherconiferous (60%percent) or mixed (15%pereent)
forest. Most of the Pplanning Rregionnorth of the OgilvieMountains lies within the
un-forested TaigaCordilleraecozone.

The forest industry in Dawson includes commercial fuelwood (firilled spruce and
green birch), biomass (wood chips)anreHlumber, and non-commercial harvest of

personal fuelwood for personal use Dawson is home to the Iargest sawmlll in the

ecenremy. Information provided by the Yukon Wood Products Assomaﬂon |nd|cates
that the current harvest in Dawson is relatively small and stablat around 2,500m? to
3,000m?® peryear(Yukon Wood Products Associatio®WPA 2019). Fuetwoedisalse
harvested-forpersonatuse.

In 2021, the annual allowable cut for this region was set at 28,000°iper year of green
timber on public land. An annual allowable cut is the maximum amount of timber that may
be sustainably harvested from a particular area. This determination was supported through

HYOOcHYI ¢qR2JWs YI t WAWgs 13130 WhagkRIUINE YR 131 6Tk it 13V o] B ¢ LIV i1 1KLY OT | t We 5 | H
Dawson District Renewable Resources Council. The Steering Committee, who oversees

and provides direction for Dawson Forest Resources Management Plan implementation

activities, agreed that a 28,000 rhannual allowable cut meets and acommodates

objectives for forest resources for the next 10 years. This decision reflects current

management practices as well as the socieeconomic objectives of the Dawson Forest

Resources Management Plan

tenufeaﬁd—manageﬁaemenﬁtrbhelaﬁds—The Dawson Forest Resources Management

Plan (FRMP) provides a framework for theustainable management ofa forest-based
economy as outllned in Chapter 17 of the FNFATHFA JFheFeresEReseufeeséret

Planning Strategy

Objectives:
1. Opportunity-for-sSustainable forestry that contributes to a growingdiversified
economy, and local employment;-ant-economic-stimtius.
2. Ahealthy and sustainable forestindustry (guidedbythe Dawson FRMPgoals):
a. Conserve biological diversity.
b. Maintain forest ecosystem health and productivity:
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c. Conserveand maintain soil and water resources.

d. Maintain and enhance multiple socio-economic benefits.

e. Maintain and enhance community sustainability.

Keyplanning issues and interests related to forestry include:
Aviableforestryindustry and fuelwood harvestingopportunities require an
adequate and accessible long-term wood supply, in all seasons, and nearthe
eemmunrity-City of Dawson.

Forest resources remain an important part of many traditional economic
activities (e.g., hunting, trapping berry-gathering).
Therehasrecently beenashortageof accessto fuel wood across Yukon,
including in Dawson.[The primary issue in this region has been the limited
ability to access fire-killed timber in the Goldfields area in winter due to
excessive iceformation on resource roads.
Dawson is fairly seltsufficient in supplying firewood, however it can also be
impacted by broader fuelwood shortages, as the community relies on some
firewood that is brought in from other communities.
The DraftDawson City Community Wildfire Protection Plan

n__identifies Wwildfires as a risk to the Dawson communityare-arissteift

this-Rregion; and there-havebeensemesuggestionsthat | Commented [A501]: Clarify who is suggesting this. |
n suggestsusing fuel abatement, among other mitigation measures-be

tseeHto mitigate the risk offires impacting key vulnerabilities, and
-1 recommends that active wildfire response be considered in some < [Formaned ]
areas of theRregion.
Maintainingriparian buffer zonesaround on-land activity is important for
protection and function of aquatic ecosystems.
Climate changehas the potential to impact the DawsonRrlJ N R Yotkét health
through both environmental drivers and forest pest outbreaks

Recommendee-Management Practices
ThePlansupports the Dawson ForestResourcesManagementPlan (2013). Assuch,

additionat-Management Practices related to forestry are not recommended at this
time.

Commented [A500]: Suggested additional issues
from Forest Management Branch.

Recommendations to the Parties

124.Petiey
Reeommendation-

efthis-Planthe BawsorFRMPand-existingregulatoryprocesses: Commented [A502]: Not a recommendation to the
Parties, otherwise also redundant as all development
must follow other sections of the Plan. Does not add
additional considerations.
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125.Policy ThePartiesshould continue to explore and implement

Recommendation collaborative efforts where multiple interests and rights exist,
such as through the development of formal multi-use
arrangements betweenmineral rights holders, forestry,
aggregates,and agricultural producers. Exploreoptions for
harvestingtimber and fuelwood from placer and quartz claims
develop a framework for use of timber for sawlogs and
fuelwood within existing mineral tenure]

126.Research The Parties should continue to explore the feasibility of advancing

Recommendation the use of biomass energyin the Dawsonfplanning Rregion.
Climate changeshould be considered as part of this researchin
terms of climate changemitigation, availability of forest
resources,and assessingnet benefit of biomass.

127.Recommended Implement the DawsonFRMP; In cases where management
Action direction in this RegionalPlanconflicts with the Dawson FRMP the
FRMPshould be broughtinto conformity, as perChapter 17 of the
FNTHFA.
128.Recommended Continue developing Timber HarvesPlans (THPs) within ISA
Action designations. i t
- . d
ore-effective-framework for ise-of timber for sawlogs a

5.4.8 Aggregate Resources

Aggregate resourcesi(e. sand, gravel, and crushed stone) are critical materials for
developmentand maintenance of transportation, municipal and industrial
infrastructure. These resources are heavy materials and expensive to transport.
Therefore, it is important that these resources are obtained near areas where thaye
intended to be used.

Currently, there are approximately 40 gravelreservesand three quarry leasesin the
planningRregion. Alltheseland dispositions are located alongthe three major
highwaycorridors (North Klondike, Topof the World, Dempster).

Planning Strategy

Objectives:

1. Aggregate extraction is carried out under the principles of stewardship and
sustainability, respectful of ecological and cultural values.

2. Increased opportunities for new aggregate to support sustainable
development.

Key planning issues and interests related to aggregate resources include:

1 Extractinglargevolumesof aggregatematerial to support infrastructure
developmentdisturbs large areas of land, which may create visualimpacts,
habitat disturbance and other adverseeffects on ecological and/or
sociocultural values.
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Commented [A504]: Incorporated in
recommendation 125 above as such a framework
would be broadly applied rather than done within a
single THP.
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1 Aggregate resources may be located on existing land use tenure (e.g., mineral
claims) which has the potential to create land use conflicts and regulatory
ambiguity.

Recoemmended-Management Practices

a Aggregate resource extractioﬂshould be planned to avoid sensitive fish habitatsnd,
other ecologically important areas and areas of cultural importance or containing

heritage resources|

b Minimize gravel requirements for necessary infrastructure through coordinated access
and geotechnical engineering. This could be accomplished by collaboration between

those responsible for aggregate extraction, mining, and road development.

Recommendations to the Parties

Commented [A505]: This should likely apply to
industrial land uses more broadlythan just aggregate
resource extraction. Fish concerns covered by
management directions 5.2.1.3 ae, others may need
new management directions added to applicable
sections (key species, other fish and wildlife habitat,
and heritage resources and sites sections). If done car
remove from this section.

129 Poliey

130.Potiey

l
131.Recommended- Hﬁi—hm—mfegfafed—S{ewafds-mp—Are-as—fHe tldentifyication-of

Action potential sources of aggregateresourcesshetida-be tndertaken
inadvanceofthe assessmentprocess for industrial and/or

infrastructure projects. Prioritize extraction from existing
quarries, near to highways andother existing alFseasonroads|

132.Recommended The Parties should seek to develop and communicate clear
Action guidelineswith respect to the process for reviewing,assessing,

and enforcing quarry permits to ensure consistency in the

regulatory processes between private and government

proponents.
133.Recommended Aggregate assessments should be undertaken to identify areas of
Action high potential for aggregate resource development within the

North Klondike Highway, Topof the World Highway,and Dempster
Highway Corridors, as well as secondaryroads to support ongoing

construction and maintenance activities.

5.4.9 Traditional Economy

Thetraditional economyincludes economic inputs and gainsthat are not cemptetety
monetary. Theterm "traditional” is not synonymouswith an old way of doing things,
rather it is suggestive of longestablished practices which contribute to the
modernized economy. It is a cultural or lanebased economy that is rooted in activities
such as fishing, hunting, trapping, gathering, and wildcrafting. As defineloly Tr'ondék
Hwéch'in, atraditional economyis basedonthe harvestof natural resources,
providing direct value (such as meat harvested, fuelwood and incomfgom sale of
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recommendation 131
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112 and 125, only need once
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cultural products) and non-consumptive values (such as the cultural and social well-
being of its members and traditional ecological knowledge).

Participation in traditional economic activities is required for First Nations culture and
community well-being. Subsistence harvesting and traditional economiactivities are
also important means of offsetting the high cost of food in northern communities and
reducingthe consumption of carbonintensive agricultural products and travel. The
THEANFAfor FrondékHweéeh'imand otheraffeeted-First Nations Final Agreements
provide for continued harvestingrightsin the PplanningRregion.

Theopeningrecital of the THF Astates that the Partiesy 5 Rt récognizeand protecta
way of life that is based on an economic and spiritual relationship betweenTr'ondék
Huch'inandthet ¢ UT C

Astime goeson it is becoming increasingly more difficult forN 1 « Y85 | #6 k RU LWL
citizens to make a living on the land. A healthy environment and wildlife are essential
for the ongoing practice of traditional economic activities.

Traditional economy is closely linked to heritagekinship and culture, and in particular
harvestingrights and activities in Section 5.3.3 T Harvesting Rights and Activities , page
113)

b o YqrovyOda! ol YIJt Iogé J0gl ¢T RgRYUc oY UYG! IOGI Y2 RT 1IJKO¢ KOG RN 1Jt q! 0
to those who areinvolved,the activity is rooted in stewardship whichis akey
concept of the Draft Plan. Thetraditional economyalso providesanecessarytool
to facilitate the teachingand passingon of traditional knowledgeto the younger
generationsofallo 2t YUOIJI + g CO
DDRRCDraft Plan submission , te-BRPE€2021

Planning Strategy

Objectives:
1. A 13 # Y Ard prdddt away of life that is based on an economic and spiritual
' JdeqRYUt 6RGWHW s 13130 WK I H{MHBApreamiile)e 6+ RUWe U7 Waq 6 WWae UT 1o
2. First Nationscitizens are benefitting from the land.
3. Continued and successful traditional land use and traditional economic
activities.
4. Key use areas, infrastructure, and resources that support traditionadconomy
are preserved.
5. First Nation constitutionally protected rights for harvesting and subsistence
activities are protected.

Keyplanning issues and interests related to the Traditional Economy include:

1 Providing opportunities and landscapes to participate in traditional economic
activities is vital to maintaining First ¢ a R&ullike kcommunity well-being,
and ties to the land.

1 Opportunities to participate in traditional economic activities strongly
correlates to the availability of access.However, increasedroad access can
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also negativelyimpact the ability for residents to participate in these activities
throughincreasedharvestingpressure, reduced harvestingsuccess, and
disturbances on the land.
1 Thereis limited information available on the impacts of development on
traditional economic pursuits in the Pplanning Rregion, in particular moose
harvesting and overall use and enjoyment on the land.

Reeemﬂﬂreﬁded—Management Practlces

a
eeﬁsuhedﬁfrpﬁeﬁeﬂppfevaCommumcate W|th other Iand users when plannlng
activities in areas used for traditional economic activities, including trappmd Commented [A509]: Modified to be more applicable
b Where important sites for traditional economic activities have been identifieghitis to proponents.
importantthat the route/access to the siteshould be treated with ahigher standard of
care and consideration.

Recommendations to the Parties

135:134. Policy ThePartiesshould support the ongoinglocal resource N Formatted: Indent: Left: 0 cm, Hanging: 0.8 cm,
Recommendation| knowledge project being conducted annually by the Dawson Numbered + Level:1 + Numbering Style:1,2,3,& +
District Renewable Resource CounciandN | & YUT | t Lc Startat: 134 + Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 0 cm +
harvestdata. Thegeneralpurpose of this study is to better Indent at: 0.63cm
understand and document changes that are taking place in the [Commented [A510]: Skipped recommendation 134 J

environment, with a focus on hunting access, harvested
species, trapped species,moose, caribou, berries, edible
plants, and fish. Amechanism should be developedto feed
the results of this project into the currentmanagement
regime. Thisinformation should also be consideredin Plan
review(Section 7T Plan Implementation , page274).

436:135.  Policy l%%ﬁﬁﬂmaﬂeﬁffeqtﬂfemeﬁmeﬁpr0ponents of N Formatted: Indent: Left: 0 cm, Hanging: 0.8cm,
Recommendation class 4 advancedexploration and mining in the Dawson Numbered + Level:1 + Numbering Style:1,2,3,& +
Pplanning Rregionshouldte prepare traditional use impact Startat: 134 + Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 0 cm +
studies| Indent at: 0.63cm
437-136. Research NI & YOI t6havi identified areas of high traditional | Commented [A511]: Better suited to make this a
Recommendation economy value in their Ninankéak bzgs | 8akRndhcha 'We requirement in the management practices section.
Take GoodCare of Our Land' submission (2020b).Further work Formatted: Indent: Left: O cm, Hanging: 0.8cm,
needsto be donebythe Partiesto identify appropriate Numbered + Level:1 + Numbering Style:1,2,3,& +
development buffers. Start at: 134 + Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 0 cm +
438:137. Research Land use patterns associated with trapping, including but not Indent at: 0.63cm
Recommendation limited to the location of cabins and trails, should be Formatted: Indent: Left: 0 cm, Hanging: 0.8 cm,
documented to facilitate improved project assessmentand Numbered + Level:1 + Numbering Style:1,2,3,& +
future resource planning. Startat: 134 + Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 0 cm +
Indent at: 0.63cm
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6 ‘LAN DSCAPEMANAG EI\/IENTUNITé Commented [A512]: Add surface disturbance and

linear feature density thresholds to this section for

N6 Rt Wt WHqRYUWT It H#I RAWVY W WWf UqUUaqWEqc¢ aqldd |l ease of use. For greater clarity this should includes the
Stewardshipperspective, Special ManagementDirections, Priority Objectives and SWiEER EEUTRNEE PSR el MEey iEaie

. . . density and what that means in krdand km for the
Valuesfor each of the 21 Landscape ManagementUnits (LMU)in the Dawsonfplanning individual LMU.

Rregion.

The section also establishes the designation for each LMU, the rationale for the
designation,a map, and area (km? and percent of Region).Table6-1 shows the total

area for eachland use-designation categoryand Figure6-1 shows the overall Dawson
Rregion LMUBdesignations.

SpecialManagementDirections apply only within the specified LMU and are in addition
to Ffthe general management directions described irSection 5 T General

Management Directions which apply to the entirePplanning Rregionbut-are-most

Table6-1 Overall Landscape Management Unit Designation Area and Planning Region Percentage

Land Designation Area(km?) ‘ Region%
Special ManagementArea |13,598 34.1

ISA1 6,276 15.7

ISA2 5,232 13.1

ISA3 4,843 12.1

ISA4 6613 16.6
Sub-RegionalPlanning 1,124 2.8
Tombstone Territorial Park | 2,107 5.3
Community Area 81 0.2

Total 39,875 ‘ 100
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Figure6-1 Dawson Region Land Designation Map
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HOWTOREADTABLESIN SECTIONG

EachLMU isdesignatedas either aSpecial Management
Area, Integrated Stewardship Area, Sulbegional Planning
Area,Community Area(not designatedas they are outside
of the scope of the plan (i.e., City of Dawson)).

Land Use Designation:

Non-Settlement Landandlist orcountof NI & YUT | t

Land Status: c 5 | H GReRl€hHnt Land parcels

LMU% of total

Area: Areain km? :
planning area

Planning Region %

Walking on the Land Together (Intent Statement)
The purpose of this section is to outline the overall intent for the Lasdape
Management Unit—EaehtnrtentStatementincludes-astatementaboettand the vision

No RI LUt IJHmRYULIJHYUi RT DIt WUeHSWXx ~OWaqbl Yea
é Rt RY U WoiNi$-aspadeenihdrestd®ils-Stories or traditional knowledge of the

area, or thevalues that areheld within the area-ean-beare shared. Thisemphasizes

the importance ofthe landtoN | k Y &3 | # &itiz€hB®andrespects and upholds

their relationship with the land, which is fundamental to their identity, way of life

andtheir ancestorial responsibility as caretakers.

Special Management Directions (Recommendations to achieve Vision)

In addition to all applicable generalmanagementdirections, each LMUhas area-

specific Special Management Directions that should apply, andhese are stated here

These directions are often related to specific land uses or activities that may occur i

the area.

Priority Objectlves

V Theseobjectives are consistent with those listed in Section 51 General
Management Directions but only those that are a priority for the LMU are
included here.

Rationale for Designation

1 RationaleisprovitedforeachtiMdttisintendeeto-provides context for the
decistonsthatweremadeandto-suppertthe chosendesignation andSpecial

ManagementDirectionsproevideeinthe-ptan.
1 [The rationaledoes-notentyreflectsthe how current and potential future land uses|

were conS|dered eaﬁfhets—fhat—are—eeetﬁﬁﬁg—en—fhe—laﬁd—btﬁ—alse—takes—rﬁfo
i the
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Commented [A513]: Description of the LMU is not
the intent for the area and the values table more
thoroughly captures what is currently known about the
LMU.

Changes have been made to this section for each LMLl
to reflect this.

Commented [A514]: Repetitive of information
elsewhere in the Plan.

o e

{Commented [A515]: Incorporated below

Commented [A516]: It should not be necessary to
include rationale for each LMU, it should be evident
based on intent and values why @iven designation
was chosen. Rationale could be moved to a
methodology report that provides a more fulsome
analysis of how decisions were made based on what
information.
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LMU|
FabtesConsidered

in the LMU.Thististtable is reflective of priority values and values of concern identified to
date for the planning process Thesevalues were considered when determining th& MU

designations, objectives and directions. Wherea valueis left blank, the value may not exis{
within a LMU omay notyet haveany informationon itidentified. New values and
updated information on existing valuesmay be identified and considered during
project assessmentto account for site-specific variations and as new information
becomes available netexhatstiveandshouldnotbereadassuchtavalueishot

This section provides a listing and brief description of values that have beedentified

categorized in the following themes

1 Ecological Integrity and Conservationvaties
1 Culture, Heritage Resources,and Community ‘atte

1 Sustainable Economyie-Vattes
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Commented [A517]: Als YI T 137 Wa Y Wl 13
not all uses conflict with values

‘1

Commented [A518]: Edits have been made to the
values table for each LMU to correct inaccurate or
incomplete information.

Commented [A519]: Recommended rewording as
the values should be an exhaustive list of what was
considered to create the Plan. However, assessors
and regulators can consider additional values as
information becomes available.

Commented [A520]: Values categories do not
correspond with either of these, changed to reflect
themes identified in s.5. To carry themes through the
Plan better these should be the headings used to
organize planning issues in s. 1.3.1, goals in s.1.3.2
and s.5 and the values in s.6.
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6.1 LMUZL: TTHETAWNDEK TATONDUK)
Land Use
Designation :
Land Status:

Non-EJaqaqd G uU0qux ¢ UT we OT wWNI k YOT | t
R-48A, TH R4A, TH RSA, TH R76A, TH R77B, TH S$133B1, TH S
134B1, TH S$6B1

Area: 7959 knr? | Planning Region % | 20%

& Land Management (/, Highway Corridor _ First Nation Settlement Land

[ 10 20 30k Unk A Trondekwechin  [S5) Trondek Hwechin
0 Special Management

| SN S E— Area /L Other First Nations
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Walking on the Land Together (Intent Statement)

infrastrueture—The conservation priorities for this LMU are rooted in stewardship,
gecUTt ReGUWRYUUUHRQR2Rq! AWIAYH ! qG W UG
[ RI t quW ¢ qRYUt k WRadqeal ¢dW2e¢ e 1t
Future management of this area should maintain its wilderness character, emphasize
its landscape connectivity with adjacent regions, and provide opportunities for
cultural connectivity. Access, and continued exploration activities should be carefully
planned and monitored in relation to existing mineral claims.
Nl k|l 62T LlWbi§al Wi ¢! WYNWx RN IJb WALEqUs el T+ 6
N WWel Wewset WayYUnWAWWIUWet+ 3T WA! WNI ¢ YOI
Elders have shared that this is a place of importance for wildlife. The protection of thi
land is essential to honor the past and providepportunities for cultural continuity
and the passing down of traditional knowledge and opportunity to youth and future
generations.
It is a place of healing:
yi IJ0s ROGIONDYIOHE HE Ogq YHOq 6 13t 1310t ¢ UT t e 1OI
Debbie Nagano, Dawson Regional Planning Commission Chair
gf londs o2 GHOa 6 131 1310 UT 1of t0s ¢ + tOR U tOE 5 13 g HOf K
ql ¢c20Onl Yar7adcecHtt qYUUKgYO~-YYtH W6RT 1Ja O
Angie Jaeseph-Rear, Dawson Regional Planning Commission Member
N 1IWwWole G WWNag6ges UT | ¢ WRt wt OYs Ullg Y W
Special Management Directions (Recommendations to achieve Vision)
In addition to all applicable General Management Directionshis area is subject td)
1. [Surfaoe disturbance threshold of 19.8975knt (0.25% of LMU area).
2. Linear feature density threshold of 1989.75km (0.25km/krhof LMU areaj.
+3. Mineral developmentallowed i \only within existing mineral tenure.
2:4. |Industrial land useallowedpermittee jwithi i
thresholds:
3-5.  Withdrawal of all etherlands from quartz and placer mineral staking and oil and
gas dispositions.
46. existing-mine i i y-aproponen i hall
jotnthy-eonsiderpermittingnew surface-aceessant-aceessroutdn access
management plan for this Landscape Management Unit should be jointly created
by the Parties. If existing mineral claims are proven viable prior to completion of
the access management plan, details of where and how access is provided to
these claims will be dealt with at the project level, and in accordance with existing
processes.
5.7. Activities on existing mineral tenure that overlap with sheep habitat must

Commented [A521]: Description of the LMU is not
the intent for the area and the values table more
thoroughly captures what is currently known about the
LMU.

Commented [A522]: The following list is not all
things the area is subject tosome are permitted uses,
some are conditions, some are recommendations to
the Parties. Reword this sentence or write SMDs to
follow this heading. This comment applies for all
LMUs.

Commented [A523]: A1JG Y2 DT Wf E  WN
listed specific disturbance allowed by thresholds to
avoid confusion as this is an SMA.

Nothing in s.3.6 limits thresholds to industrial land
uses, clarify if other uses are permitted up to the
thresholds specified.

Commented [A524]: Recommend changing to
allowed as while they are an acceptable use per the
Plan they will still need assessment (depending on
scope of activities) and approval before they can be
permitted. Permit(ted) should only be used when
discussing regulatory approval.

Commented [A525]: Clarify what types (e.g forestry,
agriculture etc.) and where these are permitted. If no
other industrial land uses beyond mineral
development in existing tenure are permitted, specify
this.

consider and mitigate potential impacts to sheep habitat. Specifically, timing
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Commented [A526]: Modification proposed to add
intent to complete access management planning and
to clarify what would happen in its absence.
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windows may apply in winter habitat and lambing areas.

6:8. Limitations to air landings may be required to reduce impacts to key wildlife
values.

7:9. This area is not to be promoted as a tourism destination, as extensive use may
have a negative impact on sensitive wilderness values.

Priority Objectives

VvV Connectivity between areas of key wildlife habitat, while considering climate
driven shifts in habitat. (Plan Goal)

V Preserve ecologically representative areas and importargcosystem services.
(Plan Goal)

V Resilience of species at risk and rare endemic species.

V Preservation of critical, rare, or unique ecosystems while considering that some
ecosystems are likely to shift due to climate change.

V Sustainable fish and wildlife populations supported by healthy aquatic and
terrestrial habitats.

Rationale for Designation

1 Biodiversity-rich area containing endemic meadow habitats, species of
conservation concern, and the Tatonduk River Watershed, which is an ecologicall
intact area with permanent freshwater springs.

9 1T WecWwWRYUqeRUOY WaUT W11 WG Ut WOqIT WY We At
areas: the North Ogilvie Mountains and the McQuesten Highlands.

1 Area overlaps with three caribou herd ranges and extensive habitat for sheep. Boi

caribou and sheep are species of cultural, ecological, and economic importance ir

Yukon.

Area contains important waterways that provide for salmon habitat.

Establishing a Special Management Area will protect landscape connectivity

between YukonCharley National Preserve in Alaska, Kit Range/North Cache Cree

¢UT WENRIE2RIVWAR21II W6W¢ETseqll + WRUWAIIIIGL

Njik Territorial Pak.

i Area contains traditional trails, routes, and sites, as well as high cultural
ROGGY!l q¢ URIDWE UT Wet IWnyY!l WNI ¢ YUT | t Wes | H{
HYUqRUzRq! WeUT Waée¢RUgqe RURUNWHE2Gaqeal ¢ 0 LW

T Some existing mineral exploration and critical mineral potential.

9 Surface access infrastructure is currently limited.

Ecological Integrity and Conservation Values

Highvalue waterbird habitat in riparian areas, keynestinghabitat

for raptors. Much of the areaconsists of highelevation (>1000m)

habitat crucial for migratory bird specialist species. Containsthe

Tintina TrenchFlyway, amajor migration corridor andcontains stop

over sites used by migratory birds during migration.

= =4
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Caribou

Fortymile Caribou Herd: Historic summer range,fall/spring
migration and winter habitat. Porcupine Caribou Herd: Fall/spring
migration and winter habitat. Hart RiverHerd: Important habitat
(Map5 Ungulates). Updated-Caribourangemappingwittbe

Ecosystem
Representation

Part of North Yukon Ogilvie Mountains Ecoregion which is currently
underrepresentedin the protected areassystemfor Yukon.Ogilvie
Mountains have alsobeen identified asone ofthree Yukonhotspots
for nationally endemic species. Areaalso a small portion of the
McQuestenHighlands, which is not currently included within

0 2 t Ypioketted areas.

Furbearers

Grizzly Bear Contains high quality habitat for grizzlybears.

Landscape West: YukonrCharley National Preserve in Alaska; East: Kit Range /

Connectivity North Cache Creekand Ogilvie RiveHeadquartersin PeelRiver
Watershed; North: FishirgBrarnen R Kk R R (FiRB BranThiR t LU
Territorial Parkand Habitat Protected Areain North YukonPplanning
Rregion; South-East: Chandindu (TthenDé&k) Dawson Pplanning
Rregion.

Moose Yearround including some keywildlife areas for moose in late
winter alongmajor watercourses (TatondukRiver,EagleCreek, Miner
Creek).

Salmon and Important habitat for salmon migration/spawning and freshwater

other Fish fish. Coal Creekprovidesfor eChinook salmon spawninghabitat.

Sheep Extensive yeafround Dall (thinhorn) sheep habitat coveragewithin

the entire area Map 51 Ungulates).

Species at Risk

Known to occur: Collared Pika, Yukon Podistera, Wolverine, Bank
Swallow, Lesser Yellowlegs, Olivesided Flycatcher, Rusty
Blackbird, Shorteared Owl, Peregrine Falcon

E+ GUHRqUT WRUOWGIYs WUa GANI + alll] ! Gt !
Cuckoo Bumble Bee, Western Bumble Bee mckayi subspecies, Bai
Swallow, Common Nighthawk, Transverse Lady Beetle, Horned
GrebePresence-ofYukenPodistera(SARSpeciat-Concern)—Yukon
FROTW7eHt s 6 qilerE A WEGIIHRCE O WY

SpeeiatConeern):
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Landscape Management Units

Vegetation and
Unique
Features

Important ecosystems include low elevation steppe meadows
s6RHS WS ¢ 21IJWIUT 1J4& R ErdHa, ®EvE6h WMallflbwer 2
William's Catchfly, Matted starwort). Unglaciated alpine which has
endemics species (Ogilvie Mountains Spring Beauty, Walpole's
Poppy (in particular Dolomite regions), this includes Mount Klotz,
which contains unique assemblages @ plants and insects. This
region contains intact old growth forests (>140 years old), and
several known mineral licks€ontainsendemictrare-species;and

. taet foresta (> EEE’E“E? U rSeve E.tli oW ' IE arie EF 7AISE

Water

Severalimportant and undevelopedwatercourses. Presenceof
freshwater springs.

Wetlands

Culture, Heritage Resources and Community Values \

Availablewetland mappingindicates considerable wetland coverage
within much of the arealowlands, including bogs, fens, and
marshes, which provide for important wildlife habitat and
ecosystem services.

Resources and
Sites

Community Limited recreational hiking opportunities, flyin access only.

Value Intrinsic value of landscape and providingremote wilderness
habitat for sensitive species.

Heritage Traditional trails and travel between important cultural areas

(identified routes along TatondukRiver,EagleCreek, Mount Klotz,
andthe YukonRiver),SseveralN | k Y &35 | ¥ @étttdent Land
Parcels chosen for their traditional and cultural significance.
Identified heritage resources in addition to a high likelihood of
undocumented archeological sites throughout the LMU.

Traditional Important area for harvesting and gathering, especially in areagith

Economy/ high ecological integrity. Important for maintaining cultural ties

Traditional tothelandforN | k Y& 3% | # &i%z&nE, including engaging

Uses youth, and upholding stewardship duties.

Socio-economic Values \

Agriculture

Energy Contains portions of two sedimentary basins with identified
potential for oil and natural gas resources: Eagle Plains and Kandik
Basins. Northern boundary is adjacent to North Yukon Land Use
Plan LMU 13 Kandik River with moderate potential for oil and gas
development and moderate to high mineral resource potential and
LMU12 Rk R R (FisHnBBradchySMA(North YukonLand Use
Plan, 2009).

Forestry Overlapswith the YukonRiverNorth and TatundukLandscape Units

of the Dawson Forest Resources Management Plan. Both units are
designatedfor highte-higherconservation focus with low
potential for forestry activities.
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Mineral
Resources

Active quartz claims present. Mineral potential ranges from highly
prospective, through significantly prospective to moderately
prospective (Map 8 NonRenewable Economic Development:
Potential and Interests). Areacontains Ecritical Mmineral
©occurrences as]per Yukon Geological Survey.

Outfitting and
Trapping

Areacontains an active outfitting concession and trappingwith
associated infrastructure.

Tourism

Limited activities and limited access. Mount Klotzidentified as a
high valuehiking area.

Transportation
and Access

No major access roads or trails into the area, some airstrips.
Mineral explorationis currently conducted by air access.

Commented [A528]: 9¢ UcT ¢kt Wh9c¢UCET
~RUWNI ¢dt WEq! ¢ qldn! Thedavatianll
Critical Minerals Strategy - Canada.ca

O] EWI Bnl t WaqYWoeUET ¢kt WH
hoet YUWHI RqRACGWAERUWI ¢t
MR_23.pdf (gov.yk.ca)
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6.2 LMU2:HORSESHOE
Integrated Stewardship Area 2

Land Use
Designation:

NI kK YOk | & 6Setiebhent Land R-49A
| Planning Region % | 0.8%

Land Status:

329 kn?

Area:

g
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Q

Land Management  First Nation Settlement Land
A Trondék Hwech'in

Unit
Integrated
Stewardship Area 2 Other First Nations

=

Triondek Hwech'in
Other First Nations

10 km
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Walking on the Land Together (Intent Statement)
The vision for this area is to ensure habitat requirements for thHeorcupine caribou
herd are weII understood and protected

[eqel JWaeUenNWaGWUqWYnWagd R Wel DeWaeat qu
sustainably develop their settlement land and ensure that the unique ecological value
and cultural use of this area remains intact.

el LWbi§2al Wi ¢! WYNWxRNUb WALUEqWs ¢l T4+ 6
N6WJWceUWs YI'TWnY!l WH¢I RAYe WRY Ws | T AJ! OWN 4
and their relationship with the Porcupine Caribou herd.
BN W Wie¢qRYUt 6RGWAWDqs II0Ws | T AL we 0T W
without boundaries between people and wédzey. The belief that people are wédzey
cUOT Ws | TAI! Wel JDWGUYGHUWWRY WiRaqI ¢ atoWNI kY
survival, but wédzey are also part of the community, with a shared history and kinshiy
bonds."
bINT K YOT | t We 5 | Mv@dz&y)TiddiiohaR<dAviedge Summary, 2021)
Special Management Directions (Recommendations to achieve Vision)

In addition to all applicable General Management Directions, this area is subject to:
1. The Parties should collaborate with the Porcupine Caribou Management Board to
determine the availability and suitability of habitat within this LMU. If required,

special management directions for any future development in this area should be
developed as gpropriate.

2. [Dempster Highway corridor subregional plandirections will affeet-apply to
portions of this LMUant-thus-interim-measures-and-future-stbregionatplanning
direetion-in-once the sub-regional plan is approved seeSection 5.4.3.1.1 1

Dempster Highway Corridor (page 130)shetid-be-considered,
3—Aceess:

a3. Coordlnated[access maﬁagemeﬂﬂoff highway for potential oil and gas [«

developmenti hould be
considered.

Priority Objectives

V Habitat and migration pathways are sufficient to support historic population
levels.

V Recognizeand protect a way of life that is based on an economic and spiritual
relationship between Tr'ondék Hwéch'in and the land. (THFA preamble).

V Continued and successful traditional land use and traditional economic activities.

V Preservefuture opportunities/options for oil and gas development.

Rationale for Designation

T N6Rt Wel Wewéet WARWUWRT WUqRNRIIT Wet WHa2 G ¢
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the intent for the area and the values table more
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LMU.

Commented [A530]: Section 5.4.3.1.1 does not
detail any interim measures for this area. If there are
any interim measures or other directions related to the
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referring to an earlier section.

Text change recommended to inform reader that
further directions could be added in this LMU once
sub-regional plan is complete.

Commented [A531]: Assumed that this direction
intends to coordinate access rather than coordinate
management of access.
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Landscape Management Units

and harvesting.

Birds

supports subsistence use and traditional economic activities including trapping

T L&re—&ewﬁns—smﬁeef—fhe—mﬁst—signiﬁcant areafor harvestinghabitat-for of

Porcupine cariboutsercommtmities.

 Within an identified sedimentary basin with identified potential for oil and natural
gas resources. AnISA2 Ut RNU¢ qRYUWE G adVYst WnVY!l WNI K
further direction for development in this area while preserving caribou habitat.

Ecological Integrity and Conservation Values \

Habitat for migratory birds.

Caribou

Within the range of the Porcupine caribou herd and
contains important habitat and critical migration
routes for the herd.

Ecosystem Representation

EaglePlains Ecoregionof TaigaCordillera Ecozone.

Furbearers

Presence of low to no habitat suitability for muskrat,
moderate potential for pond dwelling beaver
habitat.

Grizzly Bear

EaglePlains Ecoregionhas approximately 9 bears
per 1,000 km?2,

Landscape Connectivity

Moose

Salmon and other Fish

Sheep

Commented [A534]:
area is not habitat.

Reworded for clarity, harvesting

Species at Risk

Known to occur: Dolly Varden (Western Arctic
population), Olive-sided Flycatcher, Rusty Blackbird,
Short-eared Owl

Expected in low numbers: Gypsy Cuckoo Bumble

7 1J1J A LWWE eCGackdolBumble Bee, Western
Bumble Bee mckayi subspecies, Transverse Lady
Beetle, Barn Swallow, Common Nighthawk, Horned
Grebe, Wolverine, Bank Swallow, Lesser Yellowlegs

Vegetation and Unique

Culture, Heritage Resources an
Community Value

Features

Water Part of the headwaters of the Porcupine River
watershed.

Wetlands

d Community Values \

Accessible off the Dempster Highwayfor recreational
activities.

Heritage Resources and Sites

Potential for undiscovered archaeological sites and
infrastructure relatesto historic First Nation harvest
activities.
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Traditional Economy/
Traditional Uses

Socio-economic Values

FirstNation land-based connections to this area;very
active harvest area (trappinggathering, and
harvesting), especially along the "horseshoé&end"
alongthe Dempster Highwayand adjacent lands.

Agriculture

Energy Within an identified sedimentary basin with
identified potential for oiland natural gas
resources, and some presence of exploration wells
within the generalareaand presence of previous
seismic lines. Thereis an active permit for oil and
gasadjacentto the LMU.

Forestry

Mineral Resources

Moderately prospective mineral potential with
medium to high confidence.

Outfitting and Trapping

Part of a group trapping concession and an outfitting
concession.

Tourism

Adjacent to Dempster highway, an increasingly
popular tourist driving route.

Transportation and Access

Accessible off the Dempster Highwayand nearan
airstrip.
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6.3 |LMU3: CHU KON DEK(YUKONRIVERCORRIDOR)
Land Use
Designation:

| Commented [A535]: See memo for proposed
designation changes for LMU 3. If YG recommended
approach is not followed and this LMU is kept as sub
regional planning area, include edits proposed below.

Land Status: | Non-Settlement Landand Settlement Land, including P=wWNI kYO
cs5| A6KRUWEWqaqaWaGuUqwxe 0T WAE | HIJG

Area: 926 kn? | Planning Region % | 2.3%

Northern Portion Southern Port|0n
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Walking on the Land Together (Intent Statement)
The vision for this area is for futur@lanning that will focus on protecting and
enhancing water quality and salmon habitat; protecting the scenic values that
attract tourism opportunities; preserving important cultural sites; and managing

his Plan proposes subregional
planning be completed for this LMU under Chapter 11 of the THFA and for interim
measures to be in place until subregional planning is completed.
NI k | qQ@uf Way of Life) & Stewardship
UNG6Il YeaN6Ye qtogé IOt qqYI RIJt n! YetOs RG G MG ¢ |
This is the Traveller, known by many names up and down the Yukon River and acr
q6 KUYl q6 atONt e oI | A6 L Os DUqORUGq Y Oq 6 13105
made agreenents with the land and animals that ensured our survival: the land ang
animals would provide for us for as long as we lived by those agreements, for as lo
¢t os DI R21IITONI Bl 62T LatoNSIJOF qY Il RIJt HOY
Traveller, teach us tha fON | B] 6 21 L OG 13¢ Ut HOq Y KOl R2 1310
interdependence, and respect, and we must adhere to these values if we want the
GcUT etoYel tORz2tiqel Wetoc UT OYa | tORY
NI 5BYUT | t tocs| #6 BRUONI Bl 621 L IOx ¢
There are many places along the Yukon River Corridor where the interrelationshig
between cultural education and connection to the land take place. This is a value
qé6¢ qWRt WEWXAGT W gl YOnG! wA! wNI ¢« YOT | t Wc s |
protected to ensure these opportunities can be preserved for the youth. The River
HOUql ¢cdWaqYWags JWNI «k YOT | t Wes| HEK

Special Management Directions (Recommendations to achieve Vision)

In addition to all applicable General Management Directions, this area is subject to:

A phased approach to management of LMU 3: Chu Kon Dék (Yukon River Corridor

1. Interim measures T applied upon Plan approval until sub -regional plan
approved
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1. Surface disturbance threshold of 9.26 km (1.0% of LMU area).
q_ Linear feature density threshold of 463 km (0.5 km/kfof LMU area).

4-2. A scoping exercise for Yukon River sufegional planning issues and interests
to include a BRPE-hostedYukon River Summit/gathering with affected First
Nations, community, and stakeholders.

5:3. A buffernear the Forty Mile Heritage Site should be implemented to protect
the cultural significance and multi-use nature of the site.

 Sub-Regional Planning

1 Fobeeonducted by the DRP@nd-initiatedInitiate within 6 months of Dawson
Regional Land Use Plan approval.

1. Consideration should be given to the differences in activities and activity levels
to the north and to the south of the City of Dawson for the management of the

corridor.

oHig Ko / OGO Dawso a | eton

2. Recreation management, and access management (roads, barges, etc.) should

be key focus areas of sukregional planning.

3. Maintaining wilderness characteristics of river for valued recreational,
traditional, and economic (tourism) purposes should be considered.

4. A buffer near the Forty Mile Camp/Heritage Site should be implemented to
protect the cultural significance and multi-use nature of the site.

Priority Objectives

V People can access the land, water, and resources in a way that acknowledges
and supports the values and minimizes conflicts and cumulative effects.

V Healthy aquatic ecosystems and watersheds.

V Sustainable fish andwildlife populations supported by healthy aquatic and

terrestrial habitats.

Stewardship of rivers to enhance salmon habitat and support salmon recovery.

Salmon migration routes that allow for salmon recovery.

Healthy populations of migratory and noamigratory birds and raptors, including

the preservation of flyways and other key habitat.

<<<
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Commented [A538]: YG does not support the use of
interim withdrawals.
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listed specific disturbance allowed by thresholds to
avoid confusion as this is a SRPA.

Nothing in s.3.6 limits thresholds to industrial land
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thresholds specified or if only industrial uses are
acceptable in this LMU.
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\%

\%

\

1

Tourism activities are carried out in a manner consistent with the principles of
stewardship and sustainability.

Tourism and recreational experiences include scenic viewscapes, wildlife
viewing, culture appreciation, and heritage education within appropriate areas
of the Pplanning Rregion.

Increased opportunities for tourism experiences that contribute to a growing
diversified economy, local employment, and economic stimulus.

Maintain and enhance cultural heritage sites

Rationale for Designation

1l

1l

1

Ecological Integrity and Conservation Values

Important multi-purpose area that represents a valuable transportation route,

numerous habitat qualities for terrestrial and aquatic species, and immense

cultural valuetotheN | k YUT | t Wecs | #6k RUIO

Represents high, yeairound recreational, industrial, historical, trapping, and

educational value and provides opportunities for angling and wildlife viewing as

well as the aesthetic qualities of a northern wilderness river.

Provides for salmon habitat for adults and juveniles, tributaries to the river also

offer important spawning habitat.

Opportunities for land-based learning and cultural education opportunities for

NIl k YOT | tlWics ] A6k RUWI! YeqéWe !l DWavYHEeqdl |
2011 Yet WNI k YOT | t Wes| HEKRUWE D aqaq1Ja 1]

Birds High value waterbirdhabitat alongriparian areas, and
raptor keyareashavebeenidentified alongthe Yukon
River.

Caribou This area overlaps with two caribou herd ranges: the
Fortymile and Nelchina caribou herds and includes
migration corridors and winterhabitat for the Fortymile
caribou.

Ecosystem Partof BorealCordillera ecozone,Klondike Plateau

Representation ecoregion.

Furbearers Important salmon habitat/migratory corridor aswell as
home to severalresidentfish species.

Grizzly Bear

Landscape

Connectivity

Moose Extensiveareaconsidered good habitat for moose.

Salmon and other Fish | Important habitat for salmon migration/spawning and
freshwater fish.

Sheep Areas of known presencewithin the river corridor are
mapped in the Wildlife Key Areas database.

Species at Risk Known to occur: Spiked Saxifrage, Bank Swallow, Lesse
Yellowlegs, Olivesided Flycatcher, Rusty Blackbird,
Short-eared Owl, Wolverine, Peregrine Falcon
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Expected in low numbers: Gypsy Cuckoo Bumble Bee,
EeHt 01! kKt W9e At YYIW72GHOIWWT |
mckayi subspecies, Barn Swallow, Common Nighthawk,
Transverse Lady Beetle, Horned Greberesence-of
YukonPotdistera (SARA-Special-Concern), Peregtine

Vegetation and Unique
Features

Occurrence oflow elevation steppe meadows which
have endemic species (Dawson Wallflower, William's
Catchfly). River sand bar/ dune systems contain endemi
species (Alaskan Bugseed). This region has known
occurrences of mineral licks within the river corridor and
old growth (>140 years old) riparian ecosystemsnewn

Community Value

Water TheYukonRiverandits tributaries are a major
hydrological feature in theRregion and thetterritory.
Wetlands Wetland and riparian habitat along major watercourse.

Culture, Heritage Resources and Community Values

Areasof highrecreational significance. Theriveris highly
valuedand used by the community and visitors year
round: harvest, hiking, paddling boating, dog sledding,
skiing, snowmobile, transportation, access to trapping,
etc. Also used for annualevents such as Yukon River
Quest and Yukon Quest Dog Sledding.

Heritage Resources
and Sites

Location of traditional routes, historic sites, N1 k Y UT
cs| A6k RULLG ¢ héfitage residrigss isoptitt A
resources, and archaeological sites.

Traditional Economy/
Traditional Uses

Socio-economic Values
Agriculture

Important area for harvesting, gathering, trapping,
fishing, and travel that facilitates other land use within
this important river corridor.

Yukon River Corridor may offer suitable land for
agricultural purposes.

Energy

Forestry

Tocontinue as guided by forest managementplans.

Mineral Resources

Claims along mainstem and along several tributaries
near or within the corridor. Infrastructure for mineral
development, such as bargdandings, trail heads,
docks, alongmainstem.

Outfitting and Trapping

Areas overlap withtrapping concessions.

Tourism

Variouslanding sites and docks provide water access and
there are connecting trails off some areasof the
mainstem. Rivertraffic consists of bargingand
recreational boating. Rivercrossingto access

168



Dawson Recommended Land Use Plan Landscape Management Units

communities.

Transportation and YukonRiverCorridor offers ample opportunities for
Access wilderness tourismincluding canoeing,fishing, hiking,
and camping, dog sledding,snowmobile tours, boat
tours, wildlife viewing,and increased indigenous
tourism opportunities. Hosts many annualevents that
attract tourists to the area.

Other Thrivingsubsistence and commercial salmon fishery
once existed on the river.
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6.4 LMU4: TSEYDEK (HFTEENMILE
Land Use

Designation:
Land Status:

TH S137B1, TH &7B1

Landscape Management Units

Non-Settlement Land and N| k Y 0 & || tH 6SetiRethent Land TH
R-1A, TH R3A, TH R64B, TH R70B, THR-83A, THS- 135B1, TH S136B1,

Area: 2761 kny

| Planning Region %

| 6.9%

Special Management
Area
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Walking on the Land Together (Intent Statement)
The management intent for this area is to focus on conservation with limited use,
¢cUT WaqVYWIt q¢ AGRY Wt 6¢1 BT WaecUenNWGWUaqWl |
and Government of Yukon.

Fhe%ey—Be%éFﬁteeﬁﬁme%afe&eeﬁfmﬁs—mfae%eeesys@ms—aﬂdﬂMtent is to

ensure landscape connectivity, ecosystem representation, and key areas for

W|IdI|fe stewardshlp, and herltage are protected T—h15—area—ee1=1fams—m%peﬁaat

C
o

N 6 IJLIJ’na qal JWaeUe NG IJUG]IJJ’nYI LLIG]()' Rt LIJcI IJC Lt
in the management of the SMA in this culturally significant area. Careful
management of access and sustainable tourism opportunities should respect the
ecological and cultural significance of the area.

Wi ¢! WYnWx RnWb WALEqWs ¢ Tt

NI k|l 62T L WeLi§el
N6Rt Wel D¢ WRY W RASWRUWNI k YUT | t Wes| HE K
traditional routes and trails. Mueh-of thisAbout a third of this LMU is covered by
Settlement Lands which speaks to the importance of this area for maintaining
cultural connectivity. The family ties to the land are shared in stories of living
memory:
gy] 1 YsRUNKz GIOn Rt 6 RUNIOs Raqétol | 1 RONIOI ¢ At
taking salmon up to Old Crow. We learned not to camp at Fifteenmile because theg
NI RAAGRIJL Os YedT toRYG WOl Ys U
John Flynn, Dawson Regional Planning€ Commission Member
Special Management Directions (Recommendations to achieve Vision)

In addition to all applicable General Management Directions, this area is subject to:
1. NI k YUT | t Wc 5| HG6 k Rolinidty ée¥pensibility dfananadihg this dea
through the establishment of an Indigenous Protected and Conserved Area

(IPCA).
2. [Surface disturbance threshold of6.9025km? (0.25% of LMU area).
3. Linear feature density threshold 0690.25km (0.25km/km? of LMU areaj.
2-4. The followingtindustrial tland Huses allowed:

a. Mineral development only allowed -ispermitteetwithin existing mineral
tenure

b Industrlal Iand use alIowedpemﬁfed—W&Hrn—lSA—l—e&mtﬂa’cwe—e#eets

H%resheirds

5. Withdrawal of all lands from placer and quartz mineral staking.

3:6.__In the absence of a SMA management plan, surface access should be

considered jointly by the Parties on a projecby-project basis:
a. Carefully managed surface access should be considered jointly by the

Acl qRIJY U.ICI]YU.H 2GGY!l qut et q¢ RU¢ A IJLUGH
cs| A6k RUWA2 G qeal ¢ 0 WcatapRatrRegeRidisshtic U1
mineral tenure that has been proven viable by a proponent.

4.7. Activities that overlap with sheep habitat(Map 51 Ungulates) will need to
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consider impacts to sheep habitat- particularly timpacts to late winter habitat.[
and-tTiming windows may apply.
5.8. The SMA Management plan should consider a lofigrm sustainable tourism

framework. }Bﬂeﬁmﬁh&h@hﬁe@ﬂﬁeﬂ&aﬁe&e%seﬁ}efﬁeﬁﬂaﬁdgﬂﬂﬁmmewefk

cs|l A6k RO

Priority Objectives

V Recognize and protect a way of life that is based on an economic and spiritual
I Dd¢qRYUt 6RGWANs WUDUWRNI «k YOT | t Wes| HE KR

V First Nations citizens are benefitting from the land.

V Continued and successful traditional land use and traditional economic
activities.

V Key use areas, infrastructure, and resources that support traditional economy
are preserved.

V Promote, ititizseutilize, and preserve the language and traditions of th&l | K Y
cs| H6k RUWLEYal AJaWNI «k YUT | t Wes| HEk RO
Nations.

1 Historic sites, burials, trails, camps, and other heritage resources, including the
cultural landscape, are preserved.

V Connectivity between areas of key wildlife habitat, while considering climate
driven shifts in habitat. (Plan Goal)

V Stewardship principles are consistently applied by land, water, and resource
users.

V Tourism activities are carried out in a manner consistent with the principles of
stewardship and sustainability.

Rationale for Designation

1 Owf OT RNIJUYet WnYH2t DT W qls¢cl T+ 8RGLE C
cs| H6K RUWqYWI+ I ARt W6 WRI W qUls el T4t 4

1 Contains traditional routes, sites, as well as areas withhigh cultural importance
CUTMaiUMnVImNIKVUT!fwcsIH6KQUHMCUTwF
Helqeal ¢cWqRUt WaqYWaqéJWwde UT WnVY!l WNI k YUT
opportunities to the youth and future generations.

1 Active recreation and tourism area including outfitting, hiking, packrafting,
snowmobiling, etc.

1 Future potential for sustainable tourism economy due to its proximity to
Tombstone Park, the City of Dawson, the Yukon Ditch, and its relative

accessibility.

1 Biodiversity-rich area containing intact ecosystems and species of conservation
concern.

1 Majority of area located within McQuesten Highlands ecoregion, which is
Ael | JUqd! We At JOqWs Rg6 RUWo et YUKt WGI Y

1 Area overlaps with three caribou herd ranges and extensive habitat for sheep,
moose, and grizzly bears, all species of considerable cultural, ecological, and/o
economic importance in Yukon.

1 Area contains important waterways that provide for salmon habitat.
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Park.

disturbance.

Birds

9 Establishing a conservation area will enable landscape connectivity between Ki
Range/North Cache Creek in Peel River Watershed and Tombstone Territorial

1 Contains some existing mineral dispositions with limited spatial distribution and

I Surface access infrastructure is limited. Maintaining this status will ensure the
wilderness character of the area remains intact.

Ecological Integrity and Conservation Values

Highvalue waterbird habitat in riparian areas, key
nestinghabitat for raptors. Majority of areaconsists of
highelevation (>1,000m) habitatcrucial for migratory
bird specialist species. Containsthe Tintina Trench
Flyway, amajor migration corridor andcontains stop
over sites used by migratory birds during migration.

Caribou

Fortymile, Porcupine,and Hart RiverCaribou Herd
ranges.Contains critical summer and winter habitat as
well as spring/fall and summercorridors for migrating
caribou, and important habitat for the Hart River herd.

Ecosystem
Representation

Majority of the area is partof the McQuesten Highlands,
which is not currently included withino 2 t Y Uk 1
protected areassystem.

Furbearers

Grizzly Bear Contains good habitat for grizzlybears.

Landscape Adjacentto protected areasKitRange/ North Cache

Connectivity Creekin Peel River Watershed, Tthetawndék, and
Tombstone Territorial Park.

Moose Considered good moose habitat. Wildlife key areasfor

moose along river corridors (Chandindu, Fifteenmile, and
Yukon River north) for late winter (FebruanApril) upland
habitat.

Salmon and other Fish

Important habitat for salmon migration/spawning and
freshwater fish. Chandindu andFifteenmile Rivers
provide for eChinook salmon spawninghabitat.
Assumedto be important for all life stagesof multiple
freshwater fish species.

Sheep

Largenumbersof ? ¢ dheeppresentand extensive
sheep habitat throughout the majority of the area (winter
range, lambing, and rutting areas).
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Species at Risk

Known to occur: Yukon Podistera, Collared Pika,

Wolverine, BankSwallow, Lesser Yellowlegs, Olivesided

Flycatcher, Rusty Blackbird, Shoreared Owl, Peregrine

Falcon

Expected in low numbers: Gypsy Cuckoo Bumble Bee,

Ee#Ht 0! kt W9eHt YYW72QHGIIWTZ I

mckayi subspecies, Barn Swallow, Common Nighthawk,

Transverse Lady Beetle, Horned Grel&resence-ofYukon
. . , i N

I EE'EEE'&EE.‘IE‘EEEEQ )E.E cern)PeregrineFalec

Vegetation and Unique
Features

Contains low elevation steppe meadows which have
endemic species. Unglaciated alpine which has
endemics species (Ogilvie Mountains Collared Lemming
(in particular dry heath ridges). This region contains
intact old growth forests (>140 years old), and several
known mineral licks. Eontainsendemicirare-species;
semeintactforests(>140yearsold)andseveratknown

. .

Severalimportant undevelopedwatercourses and

Community Value

Water
headwaters.
Wetlands Availablewetland mappingindicates some wetland

Culture, Heritage Resources and Community Values

habitatecosystems within arealowlands, including
bogs, fens, and marshes, which provide for important
wildlife habitat and ecosystem services.

Active yearround recreation opportunities (incl. hiking,
snowmobiling, fishing, packrafting, etc.) Southern
portion is reasonablyaccessible for community use and
cultural activities.

Heritage Resources
and Sites

Presenceof traditional routes along Chandindu,
Fifteenmile, and YukonRivers.Concentration of
archeological sites and anumber of historic sites are
associated with the YukonDitch system.

Traditional Economy/
Traditional Uses

Agriculture

Socio-economic Values

Fall and winter traditional use areas;presence of
NIl k YOFI] 56k RULLY 1Jq qd it prdXienityd
to community (R-3A, R64B, R 1A, R70B, R83A).
Important area forfamily and community connectionsto
the land and ability to exercise Traditional Economic
activities.

Energy
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Forestry

Overlapswith the Chandindu Landscape Unit of the
DawsonForest Resources Management PlarJnit is
designated as a forest resource management zone with
medium priority for planning and a higher conservation
focus.

Mineral Resources

Minimal upland active quartz claims, majority of area
significantly to moderately prospective, some highly
prospective areas.Lowto moderate probability for
placer potential.

Outfitting and Trapping

Areacontains an active outfitting concession and an
active trapping concession.

Tourism

Current and future tourism potential including
wilderness tourism, camping, hiking, packrafting,
snowmobiling, skiing, close proximity to Tombstone and
the City of Dawson, the Yukon Ditch, etc.

Transportation and
Access

Existingoverland accessroutes in the winter/fall. No
major access roads or trails into the area. There is some
existing access in and around Yukon River, Chandindu,
Tombstone Park and the City of DawsonAccess will
need to be monitored andmanaged.
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| Commented [A552]: Tombstone Park should not be
included in the Plan as set out in the terms of
reference. If kept in the Plan, this section should
follow the model of LMU 13: City of Dawson.

6.5 |LMUS5: DDHAL CHIEL(TOMBSTON
Land Use
Designation:

Non-EJaqaqaldduU0agqux ¢ UT we OT WNI & DAdITH t
R-19B, TH R34B, TH S138B1, TH S145B1, TH $28B1, TH &29B1, TH
S-26B1/D, TH $208B1/D

Area: 2,107 km? | Planning Region % | 5.3%

Land Status:

& Land Management {I) Highway Corridor  First Nation Settlement Land
Unit A Trondekwechin [ Trondek Hwechvin
Tombstone Territorial

Park
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— ehed n

f‘l’ombstone Territorial Park is a protected area established pursuant to Schedule A
Chapter 100of the THFAand designated as aNatural Environment Parkunder the
Parks andLands Certainty Act. Thisregionalland use plan will not include planning
for the park itself, but it is physically located within the DawsorPplanning Rregion.
As indicated in the THFAIn developingaland use plan that includes all or parts of the
park, a RegionalLand Use Planning Commission shall consider the Tombstone

Territorial Park Management Plan (2009). The management plan states:
u NI 5YUT | t SetlerlertitisRabe not part of TombstoneTerritorial Parkand
as such are notsubject to the Tombstone Territorial Park Management Plan or the
Yukon Parksand Land Certainty Act. TheN | BY €5 | # drimyRi€lelop legislation
underits Self-GovernmentAgreementto regulate activities onits Settlementx ¢ U T

Government of Yukon, 2009

Commented [A553]: Keep this similar to LMU 13,
delete the rest of this section as the Plan does not
apply to Tombstone.
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6.6 LMUG: TREONDEK(KLONDIKE)

Lanq US? . | Integrated Stewardship Area?2
Designation:

Land Status: | Non-EWqqa G WU0qx ¢ OT WwWe UT WNI & NVaBdTHR: |
38A,THS-112B1,THS-142B1,THS-176B1, THS- 20581, TH S206B1,
TH S24B1, TH $25B1, TH $26B1/D, THS-47B1,THS-71B1, THS-72B1,

THS-73B1
Area: 824km? | Planning Region % | 2.1%

Y

S
\ o -
B.:@»*\ \
. e ),,/7 // F

74\\

Land Management #7475 wighway Corridor  First Nation Settiement Land
[ vty 40 e A T

9 Sl Integrated
Stewardship Area 2
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Walking on the Land Together (Intent Statement)
The vision for this area is to allow for limited sustainable development while
ensunng the hlgh ecologlcal value and socieultural use remains mtact

Highway-The use of this area for forestry pursuits as well aontinued traditional
economic activities, trapping and harvesting, should be maintained.
NI K] 62T LlWbi§al Wi ¢! WYnWx RnWb WALE s ¢ | T
NG 1JI IJIORY tO¢c OG0 YUNIOG R qYI1 ! OYntoNl BYUT | t 1O
filled with history and aplaceoffz G gqqa | ¢ GHOHYUqRUz2 Rq! tOn Y|
valley in this LMU where you can see the caribou coming down. People say that i
would have been a natural place for ancestors to have camps. Arrowheads have
been found in this area.
Dawson Regional Planning €Commission Members
Special Management Directions (Recommendations to achieve Vision)
In addltlon to aII appllcable General Management Directions, thls area is subject to:

pe’puﬁﬂeﬁs—\Development in thls area should ensure |mpacts to lynx and their
key habltat reqwrements are m|n|m|zed or av0|ded

Development in this
area should not |mpactthe headwaters for dnnklng water catchment for the City
of Dawsorthis-importantwatersouree(see Section 5.3.5.1 T Community
Water, page 118).

9 The North Fork Hydro site as identified in the THFA should be consideragthe
diseretion-of bothPartiedy the Parties at their dlscretlonand within their
respective jurisdictions.

53. Dempster nghway Corndor subreglonal plandlrectlons WI|| aﬁeeHhi&EMU

eonsidered apply to Dortlons of thls LMU oncehe sub—remonal plan is approved

{see Section 5.4.3.1.1 1 Dempster Highway Corridor , page 130.

Priority Objectives

V Healthy populations of migratory and noamigratory birds and raptors, including
the preservation of flyways and other key habitat.

V Continued and successful traditional land use and traditional economic
activities.

V Key use areas, infrastructure, and resources that support traditional economy
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Commented [A554]: Description of the LMU is not
the intent for the area and the values table more
thoroughly captures what iscurrently known about the
LMU.

Commented [A555]: The proposed timing window is
incorrect, this area in in the Yukon drainage (Yukon
downstream per? [ § kK t Waq R R § MikisgR U T
windows indicate the time during which workcan

occur based on fish presence, for Chinook salmon this
is between June 10 and July 5. A requirement to follow
timing windows is included as general management
direction 5.2.1.3 f so this direction should be removed
entirely as it is incorrect and redundant.

Commented [A556]: Context. Already in the Values
table below. (this comments apply to other special
management directions in all LMUs)

Commented [A557]: Redundant- already must meet
legislated requirements

would not require a TH authorization so it's not
discretionary for TH.

Commented [A558]: The North Fork Hydro Site

[Commented [A559]: No interim measures identified. J
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are preserved.

V Opportunity for sustainable forestry that contributes to a growing diversified
economy, local employment, and economic stimulus.

Rationale for Designation

1 Heavy multiruse area with conflicting land uses, and important areas for
commercial fuelwood harvesting.

1 An ISA 2 designation with the special management directions recommended
above should allow for continued sustainable growth of the important industrial
aspects of this area without undermining ecological and sociecultural values.

Ecological Integrity and Conservation Values

Birds Presence ofraptor nests along North Klondike River and
within the Tintina Trench Flyway, important for migratory
birds. Contains high concern habitat fomigratory birds,
and watercourses and ponds offer important habitat for
waterfowl, including swans, cranes, ducks, geese, and
shorebirds. lPresence of keysharp tailed grouse habitat
areasiand some high elevation habitat (<1,000 m) which
is important for some migratory bird species.

Caribou Within the range of the Fortymile caribou herd and
contains some keywinter habitat and spring/fall
migration corridor areas.

Ecosystem Partof the McQuestenHighlands ecoregion.

Representation

Furbearers Beaver and muskrat areas, lesser occurrence of
wolverine, ermine,and river otter. Consideredto be a
regionallyimportant lynx refugium,in which when lynx
populations in surroundingareas decline, lynx
populations in the Klondike valleyand surroundings do
not. As such this area can be considered a significant
seed sourcefor regional lynx habitats.

Grizzly Bear

Landscape

Connectivity

Moose Considered extensivegood moose habitat and contains

keywildlife area for moose mostly for late winter
(February to April) range focalving.

Salmon and other Fish

The Klondike River watershed offers critical habitat
requirements foreChinook salmon (spawning,rearing)
andimportant habitat for residentfish species
including Arctic grayling.

Sheep

A small section of Winter habitat identified on Mt.
Maclennan, also lambing habitat identified North of
Scoutcar creek. Both areas identified from anecdotal
sources.
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Species at Risk

Expected to occur: Bank Swallow, Lesser Yellowlegs,
Olive-sided Flycatcher, Rusty Blackbird, Shoreared

Owl, Horned Grebe, Barn Swallow, Common Nighthawk,
i Yd21I1 RUIJAW] ! Gt ! W9 e HY Y Y W7 ;
Cuckoo Bumble Bee, Western Bumble Bee mckayi
subspecies, Transverse Lady Beetle

Vegetation and Unique
Features

Considered to contain important mineral licks for
wildlife.

Community Value

Water Klondike River watershed offers important aquatic
habitat values for key wildlife in theRregion as well an
important drinking water sourcefor residents of the
Rregion.

Wetlands Presenceof some wetland habitatecosystems, including

Culture, Heritage Resources and Community Values

bog, fen, and swamp.

Given proximity to Dawson and adjacency to main
highways, thereis potential for recreational pursuits in
area, however access into the area remains relatively
absent. There are several hiking opportunities along the
Yukon Ditch and within Tombstone Mountains south of
the park. Snowmobiling occurs along existingrails. Area
represents important headwaters for drinking water
catchment for City of Dawson and surrounding
residential neighbourhoods.

Heritage Resources
and Sites

Occurrence of traditional trails and archaeological sites.
Area contains a portion of the Yukon Ditch and
associated sites.

Traditional Economy/
Traditional Uses

Socio-economic Values

Important areasfor connecting to the land through the
practice of land use/economic activities, including
trapping, gathering,and harvesting. High cultural value
and contemporary use for traditionaleconomic
activities.

Agriculture

Energy Presence of historical infrastructure and location of
future potential use for hydroelectricity (North Fork
Hydro-electric proposal) - see alsoLMU 10: Tintina
Trench (page212),and Section 5.2.6 T Climate Change
(page 102).

Forestry High commercial forestry harvesting value. This LMU

overlaps the FRMm u i Y B IR RItidiilgcapeUnit which
is high priority planning short-term. Twoactive Timber
Harvest Plans: Dempster Highwayand FiveMile
Dempster Highway.

182



Dawson Recommended Land Use Plan Landscape Management Units

Mineral Resources

High to moderate mineral potential in area, some
isolated placer leases, and claims, but areais generally
low interest for mineral exploration and development.
Presenceof apast mine site at colliery for coal.

Outfitting and Trapping

Presenceof active trapping and outfitting concession and
associated infrastructure.

Tourism

Limited hikingopportunities, airaccessonly. Located
directly adjacentto TombstoneTerritorial Park.
Potential for Indigenoustourism and interpretation
along the Dempster Highway (i.e., WolCreek).
Opportunities for wildlife viewingand scenic views
along highway.

Transportation and
Access

Low accessibility, but adjacent to both the North
Klondike Highwayand DempsterHighway.
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Land Use
Designation:
Land Status:

41B, TH S123B1, TH S143B1, TH S§144B1, TH $88B1

~| Commented [A561]: See letter for further

information on proposed designation change for LMU
THOWf nWo] kt W WERYGGWOT 3T we
this LMU is kept as an ISA 1, include edits below.
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Walking on the Land Together (Intent Statement)
fThe vision for this area is to protect key wildlife habitat and aesthetic attributes
along the Dempster Highway while allowing for limited mineral development within
existing tenure and carefully managed surface accessThis area has a high
conservation focus due to the important habitat of the Hart River and Clear Creek
Caribou Herds.

The future of this area looksnuch the same as it is today, recognizing that some
mineral development and forestry may still occur. Any development should be
accompanied by management and reclamation standards that protect key caribou

habitat.

NIl k|l 62T LlWbi§al Wi ¢! WYNWx RNIIb WALEqUs ¢l Tt
This is an important area for connecting to the land and taking part in Traditional
Economic activities including trapping, fishing, gathering, and hunting. There is a

NIl k YOT Il tWes | A6k RUWAcaGWUE ! W6 11 1JWs 6 1]
drinking water from past mining activities. This concern has affected people who us
the camp as many will not drink from the creek.

Special Management Directions (Recommendations to achieve Vision)

JIn addition to all applicable General Managemenbirections, this area is subject to:

1. [Caribou Stewardship overlay area (seSection 3.2.4.1 T Caribou Stewardship

2=

e.
2. An access management plan / agreement to bﬁa)intly created\ by the Parties
which should consider the following:
a. Impacts to key ecological values with an emphasis moose and caribou from
increased access development.
b. Impacts to other land users, including the use of the land for traditional

economic activities, subsistence harvesting and trapping.

1 Impacts to heritage values,cultural landscapes, heritageresources etc.

acC. New transportation routes to areas of significant to higkeconomic
value for minerals, tourism, etc.

b-d. New-alt-season-surface-accessWhen new access is required,
coordinated access routes for industrial activities should be encouraged to
reduce linear footprint.

€-e. The viewscape from the Dempster Highway should be maintained
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for an SMA designation as suggested by YG. If keepin
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the overlay in this section rather than referring

Commented [A563]: Include directions related to
elsewhere.

Commented [A564]: Removed as YG does not
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ekf. The sensitivity of caribou to cumulative effects.

recommendation 102 brought into this section rather
than referred back to. (2ad above)

- Commented [A567]: Considerations from
4:3.4[In the absence of an access management plarRarties should joirthy
determine whether new surface access besermitteetallowed, with consideration
of the aboveand in accordance with existing approval orocesse$ {Commented [A568]: Provides greater certainty for }
54. Dempsteﬂ Highway Corridor subregional plandirections will affeetthis MU approval process

tBregio . g6 O Siviiome,

eonsidered-apply to portions of this LMU once the sufyegional plan is

approved(see Section 5.4.3.1.1 T Dempster Highway Corridor (page 130)]. Commented [A569]: No interim measures provided.
Priority Objectives Changed to inform reader that additional directions

may be added in this area once sulvegional plan is

V Maintain connectivity between areas okey wildlife habitat, while considering approved.

climate driven shifts in habitat. (Plan Goal)

Healthy and resilient caribou herd populations that grow towards historic levels.

Habitat and migration pathways are sufficient to support historic population

levels.

V A society that respects and is connected to caribou.

V Sustainable fish and wildlife populations supported by healthy aquatic and
terrestrial habitats.

V People can access the land, water, and resources in a way that acknowledges
and supports the values ineach LMU and minimizes conflicts and cumulative
effects.

V Preservation of critical, rare, or unigue ecosystems throughout thé&planning
Rregion, while considering that some ecosystems are likely to shift due to
climate change.

V Tourism and recreational experiences include scenic viewscapes, wildlife
viewing, culture appreciation, and heritage education within appropriate areas
of the Pplanning Rregion.

Rationale for Designation

\Y
\%
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1l

1l

il

Ecological Integrity and Conservation Val ues
Birds Extensiveinclusion of highelevation (>1,000m) habitat

Area contains important calving, postcalving, summer, and rut habitat forthe
Clear Creek and Hart River Caribou Herds, which are included under the
Northern Mountain population of woodland caribou that has been designated a
species of Special Concern under SARA. Caribou are a species of considerable
cultural, ecological, and economic importance in Yukon.

Area is located entirely within McQuesten Highlands ecoregion, an ecoregion
Hzl | DUqd! We At D0qWs Ra6RUWoat YUKt WGI Y
Establishing a conservation area will preserve landscape connectivity between
West Hart RiveWilderness Area of the Peel River Watershed and the Tombsto
Territorial Park.

Entirety of upland areas are high elevation (>1,000 m), which provides crucial
habitat for migratory bird specialist species.

Area contains existing mineral dispositions for exploration, including critical
mineral occurrences.

The viewscape from the Dempster Highway should be maintained for its
aesthetic, economic (tourism), and intrinsic value.

crucial for some migratory bird species.

Caribou Overlapwith Fortymile, Clear Creek, andHart River

Caribou Herd ranges.Contains keycalving, post-calving
and summer and winter habitat for mountain caribou,
including habitat for calving, post calving, stimmetr;-and

rutting.
Ecosystem Located within McQuesten Highlands ecoregionwhich is
Representation not representedin® 2 t Ypibketted areassystem.
Furbearers
Grizzly Bear
Landscape Includes intact areasadjacent to WestHart River
Connectivity WildernessAreain Peel River Watershed and Tombstone
Territorial Park andopportunities for connectivity.
Moose Extensivegood moose habitat, wildlife key areasfor

moose later winter (February to April) habitat along
Hamilton and BreweryCreeks.

Salmon and other Fish Important habitat for salmon migration/spawning and

freshwater fish.

Sheep Extensive? ¢ {dheephabitat throughout the area.
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Species at Risk

Known to occur: Yukon Podistera, Collared Pika,
Wolverine, Bank Swallow, Lesser Yellowlegs, Oliveided
Flycatcher, Rusty Blackbird, Shordeared Owl, Horned
Grebe, Common Nighthawk, Hart River Caribou herd
(Northern Mountain Caribou)
Expected in low numbers: Gypsy Cuckoo Bumble Bee,
Ee Ht 01! kKt W9e HE YYIW7Z 2 GHGIWWT |
mckayi subspecies, Barn Swallow, Transverse Lady
Beetle.HartRivercaribou-are-dNortherr-Mountain

rand : ehist . : -
ConcernunderSARA

Vegetation and Unique
Features

Unglaciated alpine with late snow melt habitat for
endemic plants (Ogilvie Mountains Spring Beauty), and
unglaciated alpine with dry heath ridges is home to
Ogilvie Mountains Collared Lemminghfewknown
ocetrrences-ofrareptantspeeies:

The North Klondike River and its tributaries are an

Community Value

Water
important ecological value.
Wetlands Some limited wetland kabitats-ecosystems within

Culture, Heritage Resources and Community Values

lowlands including bogs, fens, and marshes, which
provide for important wildlife habitat and ecosystem
services.

Some limited off-road recreation opportunities for
hiking and sightseeingrom the Dempster Highwayand
canoeingon North KlondikeRiver.Valuedviewscapes.
Licensedhunting opportunities.

Heritage Resources
and Sites

Severalarcheological sites, and Settlement Lands of
heritageand cultural significance.

Traditional Economy/
Traditional Uses

Socio-economic Values
Agriculture

Supports important Northern Mountainweedtane
caribou; maintaining viewscapes and ecologicahealth
and connectivity will protect, enhance, and support
traditional economic valuesand endeavours.

Energy

Forestry

Located within North and South Klondike River
LandscapeUnits of the DawsonForest Resource
Management Plan. North Klondike River identified as a
high conservation focus area, and South Klondike River
identified with a forest resource development focuswith
potentially high timber values ifi

. I stk ideniified
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Mineral Resources

Areamostly highly prospective and contains active quartz
claims, an active Class 1 operation near Antimony Creek
and a placer prospectinglease on atributary to Brewery
Creek. Areaidentified as having a strong future in placer
potential (see Map 8t Non- Renewable Economic
Development: Potential and Interests). Area contains
Critical Mineral Occurrences as per Yukon Geological
Survey.

Outfitting and Trapping

Overlapwith severaltrapping concessions andone
active outfitting concession.

Tourism

No identified high use areas for tourism, located directly
adjacent to TombstoneTerritorial Parkand the
Dempster Highway, opportunitiesfor scenic viewsand
wildlife viewing.Dempster Highway isan attraction for
motorized tourists.

Transportation and
Access

No major roads or trails into the area, some winter
access. Adjacentto Dempster hHighway-<ceorridor.
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Land Use
Designation:

Integrated Stewardship Area43

N
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Added missing section number,
renumbered subsequent sections.
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Land Status:
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| commented [A573]:

YG proposes modifying the
boundary between Landscape Management Units 7
and 8 (seeProposed LMU Boundary Map attached
with submission). We further propose designating the
modified Landscape Management Unit 8 as an ISA 4.
This recommendation is based on our consultation
sRSWNI k YUOT | f Wes| H6Kk RULWE
protecting important habitat for the Northern
Mountain Caribou herds (Clear Creek and Hart River)
while allowing economic interests and values in the
area including critical minerals to be developed.
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Walking on the Land Together (Intent Statement)

The vision for this area is sustainable development by means of cumulative effects
management access management and the preservatlon of key values.

wse-lt is important that this area remain open for current and future mlneral
interests without undermining its important environmental and cultural attributes.
NI k | qQuf Way of Life) & Stewardship
As you drive up the Dempster you can see that this is a special place. There are Ig
of creeks running through the area that are crystal clear. There are beavers who hg
called this place home for generations. Keeping the water clean is very important g
this is a place where citizens fishuthe water and fish must remain healthy.
Dawson Regional Planning € Commission Members

Special Management Directions (Recommendations to achieve Vision)

In addition to all applicable General Management Directions, this area |'subject to]:

1. The viewscape off the Dempster Highway should be maintained for its aesthetig
and natural value.

2. Except for winter access, new surface access infrastructure off the Dempster
nghway should be conS|dered Jomtly by the Partlets

tee*ﬂae&pteereus—metats—frem—eerse of heapleach m|n|ng practlces in thls
area should take every precaution to not harm the surrounding aquatic
environment. The collection of accurate and robust baseline data collection on
groundwater and surface water quality parameters as well as coirtued
monitoring for impacts will be important considerations for development in this
area.

4.

epeeres—ef—management—eeneerﬁ] Development in thIS area should be planned

to minimize impacts of key habitat for sharptailed grouse.

5. If the mine becomesactive again traffic may need to be managed to ensure the
continued peaceful enjoyment of the adjacent settlement landm LMU 10:
Tintina Trench (page 212).

6. [Dempster Highway Corndor subreglonal pIandlrectlons WI|| aﬁeeHHs—tMH—aﬁd

eonsideredapply to oortlons of this LMUonce the sub-regional plan is approved
{see Section 5.4.3.1.1 T Dempster Highway Corridor , page 130.

Priority Objectives

V Mineral exploration and development contribute to local employment,
economic stimulus, and long-term socio-economic benefits. Opportunity for
sustainable forestry that contributes to a growing diversified economy, local
employment, and economic stimulus.

V Tourism and recreational experiences include scenic viewscapes, wildlife

Commented [A574]: Description of the LMU is not
the intent for the area and the values table more
thoroughly captures what is currently known about the
LMU.

Commented [A575]: Add direction fora new Off
Road Vehicle Management Area that aligns with the
Clear Creek and Hart River caribou herd ranges in this
LMU to restrict offtrail use for recreational users as a
further protection for these herds.

Commented [A576]: What does this look like? What
Ri W6 WGl YARWEt WnYl WwTYRU
disagreement, who makes final call?

Commented [A577]: Moved to the Values table
(Species at Risk) below

Commented [A578]: No interim measures identified,
if there are any other considerations they should be
brought forward as directions here rather than
referring back to another section.

viewing, culture appreciation, and heritage education within appropriate areas
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\%
\%

of the Pplanning Rregion.

A diverse range of sustainable recreational opportunities in th&region.
Stewardship principles are consistently applied by land, water, andesource
users.

Functioning wetlands ecosystems that support ecological and sociecultural
values.

Healthy aquatic ecosystems and watersheds.

Key areas for harvesting in th&planning Rregion are maintained and protected
to support both First Nations and nonFirst Nations use.

Rationale for Designation

1

1

1

Ecological Integrity and Conservation Values

Birds Includes highelevation (>1,000m) habitat crucial for

Area contains advanced hard rock exploration, and potential future re
processing of the ore heap at Brewery Creek

LMU contains wildlife key areas and wetlands, and is adjacent to high use area:
for subsistence, cultural, and traditional economic activities.
ArISA-3-designation-will oallow for continued mineral exploration and
development and forestry to occur without undermining the ecological and
socio-cultural value of the surrounding area.

some migratory bird speciesand part of the Tintina
Trench flyway.Contains keywildlife areasfor sharp
tailed grouse.

Caribou Overlap with Fortymile Clear Creek and Hart River

Caribou Herd ranges. Contains critical summer and
winter habitat for mountain caribou, including habitat for
calving, post-calving, summer, andrutting.

Ecosystem Located within McQuesten Highlands ecoregionwhich is
Representation not representedin & 2 t Ypibketted areassystem.
Furbearers Contains well established key habitat for beavers.
Grizzly Bear

Landscape Located within the Tintina TrenchFlyway.

Connectivity

Moose Extensivegood moose habitat, wildlife key areasfor

moose later winter (February to April) habitat along
Hamilton and BreweryCreeks.

Salmon and other Fish | The Klondike River provides importantChinook salmon

spawning habitat and salmon have been documented in
the upper reaches of the rivenear Hamilton Creek. The
Klondike River is also home to resident fish species,
including Arctic grayling.

Sheep No recorded sheep presence however, sheep may be

occasional visitors from populations to the North.
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Commented [A579]: YG proposes a change to an IS/
NWwi wt RNUec qRYUWALNDE! T aldt
T3t RDU¢EqRYUWRUWmBAE qrRYU¢ @

{ Formatted Table ]
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Species at Risk

Known to occur:Collared Pika, Wolverine, Bank Swallow
Lesser Yellowlegs, Olivesided Flycatcher, Rusty
Blackbird, Shorteared Owl, Horned Grebe, Common
Nighthawk.

Expected in low numbers: Yukon Podistera, Gypsy

9e At YYW7 2 GHAGWW7Z WIAWE:2 &t 0131
Western Bumble Bee mckayi subspecies, Barn Swallow,
Transverse Lady Beetle.

Contains important habitat for sharp-tailed grouse,

which are gYukon species of conservation concern

Vegetation and Unique
Features

Unglaciated alpine with late snow melt habitat for
endemic plants (Ogilvie Mountains Spring Beauty). This
region contains several known mineral licksonre

Water

Wetlands

Community Value

Culture, Heritage Resources and Community Values

Somelimited wetland habitats-ecosystems within
lowlands including bogs, fens,and marshes, which
provide for important wildlife habitat and ecosystem
services.

Recreational opportunities exist off the Dempster
Highway Corridor and Brewery Creek access roads.
Canoeing/packrafting the North Klondike. Off-road
opportunities for hikingand sightseeingoff Dempster
Highwayor BreweryCreekaccess road, opportunities for
fishing, harvesting,and camping on North Klondike
River.

Heritage Resources
and Sites

Severalarcheological resources are documented in this
LMU.Area contains numerous historic resources related
to the Yukon North Fork Ditch.

Traditional Economy/
Traditional Uses

Socio-economic Values
Agriculture

Yearround traditional use area; important area for
moose and caribouharvestingand fishing. Also, small
game, birds, and berries. Wood cutting and other
traditional pursuits.

Energy
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Forestry

Overlapwith the South Klondike Riverlandscape unit of
the Dawson ForestResourcesManagement Planwhich
is designatedas a medium priority for forest resource
developmentin the short-term. Thislandscape unit is
consideredto havehightimber values, and thereis a
completed TimberHarvestPlanfor North Fork,and areas
for personal as well as commercial fuel use.

Mineral Resources

Active quartz exploration and location of a past gold
producing mine at BreweryCreek, which mayreopenin
the future. Heap-leach mining involves the use of
chemicals, normally a cyanide solution, to extract
precious metals from ore.

Outfitting and Trapping

Overlapwith severaltrapping concessions andone
active outfitting concession.

Tourism

No identified high use areas for tourism, located directly
adjacent to the Dempster Highwaycorridor,
opportunities for scenic views and wildlife viewing.

Transportation and
Access

Adjacent to Dempster highway corridor, contains a
portion of Brewery Creek access road, and secondary
trails.
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6:86.9 LMU9: CLEARCREEK

Land Use
Designation:

Integrated Stewardship Area4

Land Status:

Non-EWJaqqd DG Uqix ¢ UT Wwe U7 WN1 & NakbiTH R L
2A and TH R79B

Area:

466km?2 | Planning Region % | 1.2%
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