Heritage Values in the Dawson Region

Presentation to the Dawson Regional Planning Commission

By the Department of Tourism and Culture
October 26, 2021
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; = Memorandum of Understanding Regarding
e i Collaboration in Heritage Management (the
“MOU”) was signed in 2019 at the Yukon Forum
_ < | and establishes the formal process for
O TR R collaboration on heritage management
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Permafrost Classified Model
[ isolated patches (<10%)
1 sporadic discontinuous (10-50%)

1 extensive discontinuous (50-90%)
A continuous (>90%)

Map of permafrost
regions in the Dawson
Planning Region

There is a high
probability of locating
palaeontological
resources in permafrost
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Archaeological sites

* Just under 500 documented
archaeological sites in the DRLUP region

 Many identified through heritage
assessments conducted by industry

 FN and land use history spanning 15,000
years

 Many sites consistently used for thousands
of years (e.g. Moosehide Village)



Map of documented
archaeological sites



Sites Values

Historic

Dredge No. 10, Dominion Creek



* Historic sites include
buildings, structures,
trails, cultural
landscapes, etc.

* Heritage Reserves
iIdentify areas of heritage
significance (e.g. Ridge
Road Heritage Trail)

« Management processes
include conservation,
gradual decline and/or
Interpretation
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Map of documented
historic sites
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YUKON'’S HERITAGE RESOURCES

ARE ALL PROTECTED BUT MANAGED DIFFERENTLY

Here’s why:

Historic resources
Can be identified by a lay-person.

Artefacts may be: Resources include:

¢ |ocated above ground; e cabins and equipment

» invarying stages of decay; and (structure and features); and
+ vulnerable to disturbance. + tools, hardware, bottles and

cans (objects).

Archaeological resources
Usually identified by an archaeologist.

Artefacts may be: Resources include:

+ small and difficult to identify; « stone tools;

s located just below the surface; and s ancient hearths; and

» vulnerable to disturbance. « remains of plants and animals

consumed by people.

Palaeontological resources
Large specimens can be identified by a lay-person.

Fossils may be: Resources include:

» deeply buried; + plant and animal fossils;

« difficult to identify in advance; and « articulated skeletons; and

+ exposed during overburden removal. +« permafrost containing tusks,

bones, seeds and soft tissues.

Heritage Resources Unit

Palaeontological resources

Can be managed as encountered.
Unusual finds should be
reported immediately.

Historic and
archaeological resources

Must be identified and managed
during project planning.
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It is important that heritage routes are understood not as isolated linear
values (i.e. “lines on a map”), but rather as part of an integrated cultural
landscape. Routes connect important places, like a web that covers
YFNSs’ Traditional Territories. So stewardship of heritage routes and other
sites goes hand-in-hand. Put another way, there is no point taking care
of one without the other, or the whole web may be damaged.

Yukon First Nations Heritage Routes: Opportunities and Challenges, June 2020




Summary




iIons?

Quest

Go*vérn ment*of Yukon

-



	Heritage Values in the Dawson Region�
	Overview
	Defining heritage values:
	Slide Number 4
	Beringia
	Palaeontological Resources & Values�
	Slide Number 7
	Archaeological Resources & Values
	Archaeological sites
	Slide Number 10
	Historic Sites Values
	Historic Sites
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Heritage Resources are Non-Renewable
	Slide Number 16
		Heritage Routes
	Summary
	Slide Number 19

